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OUR  SUPPLEMENT. 

GERMAN    ATROCITIES    ON  RECORD." 


IN  THE  CURRENT  ISSUE — a  double  mirnboi 

representation  of  the  ruthless  destruction  by  Germany 
ings  and  other  properties  in  Belgium  and  Fiance 
inhuman  treatment  of  defenceless  civilians  sufficient  is 
to  afford  proof  of  the  barbarouH  mothoda  resorted  to  b, 
claiming  to  he  tho  leaders  of  "  Kultur  in  war  as  i 
Of  this  phase  of  tho  atrocities  no  pictures  are  give 
photographic  evidence  of  tho  results  of  some  of  the 
deeds  is  in  existence.  The  largecollection  we  present  of 
lions  from  photographs  will,  wo  think,  ho  regardci 
bI  g  proof  of  the  oiler  wantonness  of  German  mcthc 

that  Toml  gov"  al  I  other  bodies  will  lib 

copies  for  distribution.  These  supplemental  pages 
essential  purl  of  the  present  issue  of  the  Field  cannot  be 
therefrom,  but  if  after  I  he  ordinary  sales  of  the  paper  II 
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Not   for  Publication. 

Though  we  have  I  bought  it  right  to  hide  nothing,  as  far  as  the  text 
of  this  Supplement  is  concerned,  we  have  felt  bound  to  exclude 
from  pages  certain  photographs  of  so  terrible  a  nature  that  no 
widely -circulated  journal  in  this  country  could  take  upon  itself 
the  leaponiibility  for  printing  them.  Our  readers  must  believe 
that  we  have  eatislicd  ourselves  as  to  their  authenticity.  But 
WO  have  determined,  on  public  grounds,  to  reproduce  one  of 
theso  photographs  which  is  typical  of  many  others;  and  if  any 
reader  of  our  Supplement  should  desire  to  possess  this  reproduction 
it  will  bo  sent  to  him.*  so  that  the  lust  lingering  doubts  of  a 
creditable  scepticism  may  he  removed.  To  that  removal  wo 
attach  great  importance.  It  is  important  that  no  exaggeration 
or  inaoouracioa  should  he  published  concerning  these  most 
Boriona  subjects;  tho  truth  is  far  worso  than  anything  that 

truth  ahould  'he  realised  now.  ami  nev-r  he  forgotten  in  the 
future.  It  is  for  thia  reason  that  we  have  chosen  the  course 
just  indicated. 

The  Murdered  Bur go master. 

In  tho  eleventh  report  of  the  Belgian  Committee  on  German 
Atiwkies,  iSSBed  from  Havre  on  Jan.  lrj.the  Sack  of  Anrienne 
is  described  in  son.,  detail.  Before  the  war,  the  town  had 
7800  inhabitants,    The  Germans  reached  it  on  the  morning 


mending  i 
to  replace 
Belgians, 
but  toward 


.  19.  For  some  days  beforehand  tlia  Burgo- 
[ujii  il  seventy),  had  token  the  most  minute 
rtn  the  population  and  prepare  them  for 
was  covered  with  his  proclamations  tecom- 
CEUtion.  After  building  a  bridge  of  boats 
go  previously  destroyed  by  tho  retreating 
ans  began  the  next  day  peaecably  enough, 
:  they  ceased  paying  for  what  Uiey  ate  and 


drank.    About  6  p.m.  a  shot  was  heard.    The  troops  passing 

ll!  g]i  the  streota  stopped,  fell  into  confusion,  and  began 

shooting  at  hazard.  A  machine-gun  was  mounted  and  trained 
on  the  houses.  The  inhabitants  at  oneo  lied  to  their  cellars  or 
rushed  towards  ihe  open  country;  many  were  killed  on  the 
way  or  in  their  own  homes.  At  four  on  the  Friday  morning, 
ill.'  ( lermans  chased  everyone  into  the  streets,  and  Dr  Camus, 
the  Burgomaster  was  first  wounded  with  a  ride  phot,  and  then 
"  finished  off"  with  an  axe.  A  Flemish  clockmaker,  who  could 
not  hold  up  his  hands  (according  to  the  order)  because  he  was 
IHprng  along  his  father-in-law,  an  old  man  over  eighty,  was 
killed  with  a  hatchet  at  his  own  door  in  front  of  his  wife.  All 
were  I  unied  to  the  Place  des  Ti  leule,  the  men  set  apar  ,  and 
every  one  was  searched.  No  -  a  single  weapon  was  found.  Four 
were  shot  at  onee  on  various  frivolous  pretexts.  Then  about 
fifty  wi  re  picked  out  from  the  crowd  of  men  and  shot.  A  child 
was  killed  in  its  mother's  arms.  Many  persons  were  hacked 
to  pieces  with  axes.  At  ten  the  officers  ordered  the  women 
to  take  away  the  dead  bodies  and  clean  up  the  blood.  About 
800  of  the  men  who  survived  were  shut  up  in  three  houses  near 
the  bridge,  "as  hostages,"  and  kept  there  under  hideous 
conditions  until  the  following  Tuesday.  In  all,  3C0  were 
murdered,  No  one  has  ever  been  able  to  explain  the  reason. 
It  is  the  photograph  of  some  of  the  victims  of  Andenne  which 
we  shall  send  in  the  way  described  above.* 

Further  Testimony. 

The  terrible  scenes  reconstituted  in  the  Belgian  Official  Report 
are  detailed  in  the  Independence  Hihjt  for  Dec.  Hi,  by  M.  A.  T. 
Spinette,  formerly  a  sheriff  of  Andenne,  who  is  receiving  sub- 


*  If  any  of  our  readers  should  wish  to  have  a  copy  of  this 
private  and  confidential  reproduction  of  the  photograph  of  the 
murdered  Burgomaster  of  Andenne.  and  the  other  victims  ho 
can  procure  it  by  sending  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope  to 
he  Editor  of  the  Field  with  an  express  request  lo  that  ejfecl.  But 
we  warn  our  readers  that  this  matter  is  not  to  be  treated  lightly, 
and  that  it  requires  a  strong  stomach  even  to  view  this  horriblo 
record  of  German  atrocity. 


.scriptions  for  the  help  of  the  survivors  at  45  Westmoreland  Road, 
Bromley,  Kent.  He  adds  some  important  facts.  The  Burgo- 
master was  sent  for  beforehand  by  the  Germans  who  dispatched 
him  hack  with  an  escort  of  Uhlans  to  bring  the  money  out  of 
the  Town  Treasury  to  the  German  headquarters.  They  took 
3000  francs  in  this  way.  Before  lotting  the  Burgomasf  -er  return 
they  explained  he  would  bo  held  responsible  for  an.'V  shot  fired 
by  the  townsmen.  He  promised  to  do  his  best  a- /id  be  did  so. 
The  Germans  then  ordered  twelve  lodgings  for  officers  to  be  got 
ready,  and  a  number  of  mattresses  to  be  sent  to  tli  je  Town  Casino, 
which  was  done.  M.  Spinette  himself  visited  Ano,ienne  after  the 
Germans  had  gone,  and  saw  the  ruined  and  burnjt  houses  of  the 
devastated  town.  The  Official  Report  was  corroborated  by 
persons  still  at  Andenne  who  had  survived  the  dfciy  of  massacre. 
They  described  the  bonfire  and  banquet  with  whblch  the  German 
officers  celebrated  the  close  of  their  brutabties. 

The  Latest  Belgian  Report.. 

Too  late  to  be  incorporated  in  our  Supplement,  ,but  corroborat- 
ing several  details  we  publish  in  it,  the  eleventh  'Belgian  Report 
on  German  Atrocities  describes  in  greater  det-ail  than  before 
the  devastation  of  Termonde,  one  principal  feature  in  which  was, 
as  usual,  the  looting  of  the  banks ;  and  the  cha  racteristie  detail 
is  added  that  while  it  was  going  on  General  von  Boehn  was  posing 
for  his  photograph  on  the  steps  of  the  Town  Haill.  Tho  next 
day  the  brutal  von  Sommcrfeld  began  the  systematic  burning 
of  the  town, which  he  carefully  "kept  going"  for  more  than  two 
days.  Tho  murders  did  not  stop  at  the  precincts  of  the  town 
itself.  Twenty-five  people  of  Lebbeke  and  St.  Oilles  were 
assassinated  on  their  own  lands,  all  but  four  of  them  by  Wows  from 
hatchets,  picks,  and  bayonets,  and  nearly  all  terribly  disfigured. 
Six  men  were  taken  from  St.  Gilles  to  Lebbeke,  blinded,  and 
then  bayoneted.  Three  more  were  sabred  in  presence  of  their 
wives  and  children.  During  the  whole  night  of  Sept.  1C,  the 
German  officers  kept  up  a  drinking  bout  in  the  square  before  the 
Linen-Market,  by  tho  light  of  two  huge  bonfires. 

"  No  Prisoners !  " 

On  Feb.  3  the  Times  published  extracts  from  the  diary  of 
Reservist  Reinhard  Brenneisen,  Fourth  Company,  112th 
Regiment,  Mulhauson.  which  may  be  compared  with  the  extracts 
from  similar  German  diaries  in  our  Supplement  to-day.  Tho 
most  important  fact  recorded  by  Brenneisen  is  (in  his  own  words) : 
"'There  also  came  a  brigade  order  that  all  French,  wfalher 
wounded  or  not,  who  fell  into  our  hands  should  be  shot.  No 
prisoners  were  to  be  made."  Our  readers  will  recall  our 
publication  of  this  order  some  weeks  ago. 
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READERS  OF  THE  FIELD 
naturally  want  to  know  hi 
photographs  in  Bolgium  at  a  tim 

not  only  [orbadi  y  photograr. 

notes  or  memoranda  to  be  writlt 
Bui,  eoriou-:lv   u-h.  the  dillieuUy  of  n-lliii''  away  was  even 

since  my  investigations  alone  only  composed  one  half  of  my 
self-imposed  talk,  1  felt  unhappy  until  I  had  got  my  evidence  of 
Belgium's  sufferings  all  safe  past  the  guarded  frontier  and  into 
England.  First,  I  had  to  try  and  get  ft  "  passport,  for  a  foreign 
country."  You  might  imagine  this  would  have  been  easy  for 
a  doctor  who  had  cared  for  so  many  distinguished  German 
patients  in  Brussels ;  and  I  thought  myself  that  I  should 
only  hftVO  to  give  Ihe  Governor  my  visiting  card  and  he  would 

remember  my  work  at  the  koipito)  in  the  Palace.  But  he  would 
not  ovon  see  mo  !    Indeed,  thoro  was  only  one  German  who  over 

 iked         tor  anything  I  did,  and  be  was  a  private  soldier  who 

had  been  shot  through  the  head.  Wo  trepanned  him,  and  took 
eight  grommea  of  lead  out  of  bin  brain.  He  recovered  entirely, 
and  the  gratitude  he  showed  has  led  me  to  believe  that  the  wound 
mum  have  totttporarily  eliminated  from  his  organism  i  bat  ( h  rman 

"  Kolhn  which  prevented  any  of  his  compatriot*  from  even 
saying  "  thank  you." 

The  Innocent  Footw  armor. 
After  considerable  delay  1  tried  to  forgo  the  necessary  passport 
Jlul  no  liuliiiii  Frlond  of  mine,  who  tried  to  help,  was  refused  one : 
so  wcro  several  Spaniards  and  Turks,  and  finally  I  mudo  up 
my  mind  to  go  without.  My  gravest  problem  was  to  get  my 
documents  and  material  into  the  smallest  possible  compass. 
Double- butt omod  portmanteaux  seemed   loo  well  known.  I 

inal  hi  -  »iii'  hollow  walking  Btioka    No  a  i.   Ai  last  I 


hit  on  the  idea  of  using  one  of  those  foot-wormors  tha 
with  hot  water  insido  for  railway  carriages.  1  got  . 
about  lilt  centimetres  long  by  1-  centiluotroa  Mini 
with  my  papers  and  films  and  placed  in  the  ocntn  a 
tainuig  about  two  litres  of  water,  so  that  it  might  soun 
whole  foot-warmer  was  full  of  water.  Then  1  solder 
outside  and  started  for  the  Dutch  frontier  from  Br 
was  freezing,  so  none  ot  tho  German  guards  were  si 
sco  mv  innocent  looking  foot-warmer;  but  some  of 
hotel  servants  thought  it  was  «  bomb,  and  one  mill 
thought  it  so  heavy  that  he  Wanted  to  empty  out 
And  at  Folkestone-  a  OUStom-houiO  officer  wanted  to  sec 

concealed  tube  and  ntUnOu  hiui  ;  and  so  I  got  safe  t 
With  the  satisfaction  of  having  brought,  safely  with  n 
lit t to  contribution  to  the  nmm  of  evidence  eondei 
Huns  for  their  barbarities  in  my  own  country. 


used 


Passing  the  German  Guards. 

It  had  certainly  taken  time  and  trouble,  not  to  mention  risk 
and  expense,  to  get  it  all  together  !  I  began  by  travelling  for 
twelve  hours  from  Brussels  to  Namur,  a  journey  winch  the 
express  used  to  do  in  sixty  minutes,  But  1  could  not  bear 
travelling  on  railways  that  had  becomo  "German"  more  than 
I  could  help.  So  I  used  to  hire  a  horse  and  trap  whenovor  it  was 
possible,  though  the  inhabitants  wero  so  frightened  that  their 
few  remaining  horses  would  be  commandeered  that  sometimes 
I  had  to  put  down  the  full  value  of  the  whole  equipage  before 
starting.  German  sentinels  kept  asking  to  see  my  papers  all 
the  way  along.  I  had  managed  to  get  a  passport  for  the 
commissariat  service,  and  I  was,  therefore,  taken  for  a  commercial 
traveller  Belling  foodstuffs  in  the  various  towns.  But  my 
carriage  was  always  searched  at  the  entry  and  exit  of  every 
town  and  village,  and  on  the  roads  between  as  well ;  and  this,  when 
my  pockets  were  filled  with  photographs,  films,  and  apparatus. 
Every  tune  I  met  a  German  sentry,  I  would  elaborately  turn 
my  thoughts  away  Irom  anything  to  do  with  photography,  for 
I  beliovo  in  telepathy  in  these  matters,  and  I  would  risk  nothing. 
Anyway,  (hey  never  suspected  wbat  I  was  up  to,  I'm  glad  to  say. 

A  Blank  Wall  and  Six  Rifles. 

One  great  difficulty  was  getting  lodgings  for  tho  night.  At 
Dinant,  for  instance,  only  two  or  threo  small  inns  wero  left 
standing,  and  all  were  full  to  the  brim  cither  with  Germans  or 
with  refugees.  And  I  had  to  attract  as  little  notice  as  possible 
by  my  arrival,  for  there  were  spies  all  over  tho  place,  watching 
everything  and  everybody.  I  bad  several  very  narrow  shaves 
in  Dinant.  I  got  into  a  little  inn  near  the  station,  and  was  given 
a  room  actually  next  door  to  tho  Gorman  Staff  before  whom 
I  was  taken,  immediately  I  arrived,  by  tho  Boots,  who  was  an 
Austrian.  The  Germans  examined  my  papers.  The  Namur 
authorities  had  not  affixed  their  seal  to  one  of  them.  There 
was  always  something  wrong  !  So  I  had  to  sign  a  lot  more 
papers,  and  answer  a  whole  list  of  absurd  interrogatories.  But 
luel.ilv  they  never  searched  me.  If  they  had,  my  fate  would 
certainly  have  been  the  nearest  blank  wall  and  half-a-dozen 
rifloa.  Thoro  was  not  a  single  piece  of  furniture  in  auy  room  which 
I  could  lock  up,  and  no  hiding-place  for  my  "  materials  "  when 
I  went  out,  and  that  Austrian  Bouts  was,  I  felt  sure,  peeping 
into  everything  as  soon  as  I  had  gone.    But  I  managed  somehow. 

Photographic  Pickets. 

In  the  town  itself  there  wero  sentinels  and  guards  everywhere. 
No  one  was  allowed  to  go  among  the  ruins  under  penalty  of 
being  shot  as  a  thief,  and  this  was  a  very  common  pretext 
alleged  by  the  Germans  to  explain  their  own  looting.  Hero  and 
there,  in  one  street  after  another,  I  saw  safes  and  strong-boxes 
scattered  about,  blown  Open,  robbed  of  their  contents.  How 
I  longed  to  photograph  every  one !  And  I  did,  too,  in  a  good 
many  instances,  us  you  will  BOO ;  for  it  is  wonderful  what  can- 
he  done  when  one  is  filled  with  the  deep  hatred  of  these  Vandals 
which  tho  aetuul  sight  of  their  barbarities  inspires.    I  managed 


a  good  deal  by  setting  a  few  friends  to  watch  out,  one  to  whistle 
in  the  north,  another  to  blow  his  noso  in  tho  west,  a  third  to 
cough  in  tho  south,  on  the  approach  of  danger  from  any  Bide, 
or  on  tho  sight  of  any  hated  pointed  helmet  in  tho  distance.  In 
this  way  I  got  my  film  safely  and  went  on  with  my  careless 
ramble  like  any  ordinary  citizen  of  Dinant.  Ono  view  X  took 
in  that  town  was  nn  especial  pleasure  to  me,  and  I  think  you 
will  like  it  too.  I  took  the  same  panorama  in  happier  days  to 
show  the  valley  of  the  Mouse  and  the  lovely  town  of  Dinant 
stretched  out  boneath  my  feet  from  the  very  summit  of  the 
citadel.  I  determined  to  take  the  same  view  again ;  and  how 
altered  wero  the  circumstances !  Now  I  had  to  cUmb  up, 
unseen  and  unsuspected,  to  the  heights  where  the  War  Flag 
of  tho  German  Empire  was  floating  in  the  breeze  above  a  burnt 
and  desolated  city.  I  determined  to  risk  it,  and  I  was  rewarded 
by  the  most  extraordinary  sight  which  Belgium  can  afford 
to-day — a  town  in  ashes  in  a  desolated  countryside.  You  can 
imagine  the  contrast  for  yourself  from  my  two  pictures. 

A  Cemetery  at  Midnight. 

It  was  very  difficult  at  first  to  get  the  survivors  to  talk  about 
the  horrors  they  had  gone  through  and  the  misery  they  were 
still  suffering.  They  had  been  stricken  dumb  with  agony  and 
fear.  But  after  a  time,  finding  they  could  talk  to  me  in  their 
own  i-ilni-i,  they  spoke  freely,  and  gave  me  proofs  of  what  they 
said.  Their  reticence,  their  fright,  their  settled  melancholy  are 
easily  intelligible.  Tho  whole  of  Belgium  is  like  a,  cemetery 
at  midnight.  Even  the  German  military  trains  only  allow 
civilians  to  travel  in  them  by  night,  without  lights  in  the  carriages, 
and  with  constant  stoppage  ^  '    -™  that  all  was 

safe.    I  was  dozing  one  evt 
in  the  cold  and  dark,  when  I  \« 


"  New  Puts  

Where  was  I  ¥  Was  it  a  hideous  nightmare  ?  W 
Germany  ?  I  looked  out.  On  a  board  outside  was  clearly  writ  ten 
the  bated  name  NEU  POTSDAM.  Fortunately  I  was  able  to 
recognise,  by  other  details  more  familiar  to  me,  that  I  was  really  in 
the  Forest  of  Saignes,  at  a  little  place  called  La  Hulpe.  The  bandits 
had  actually  begun  to  change  the  names  of  our  railway  stations  ! 
But  travelling  with  a  borso  and  trap  presented  quite  as  many 
shocks  as  travelling  by  train.  For  on  every  road  German 
motor-ears  kept  dashing  to  and  fro  at  full  speed  without  paying 
attention  to  any  other  travellers.  The  officers  inside  them 
always  leant  out  and  slashed  with  their  whips  at  any  Belgian 
driver  they  passed,  or  threatened  them  with  their  revolvers. 
Between  Namur  and  Dinant  my  driver  was  slushed  in  this  way 
over  the  head,  and  on  the  road  from  Temeuzen  to  Louvain  a 
sabre-cut  only  missed  my  face  by  a  few  inches.  How  I  longed 
for  my  rille  to  put  n  few  ounces  of  good  houest  lead  into  the 
German  ruffians  who  behaved  so  insolently !  Well,  I  hopo 
they  Mill  get  thou  punishment,  I  have  done  my  best  to  bring 
yon  full  proof  of  their  crimes.  ARTlirn  TACQUIN. 


.- 


VENGEANCE  AT  THE  GATES  OF  HELL. 

BV    AUGUSTS  RODIN. 
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GERMAN  BRUTALITY. 
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■  The  ein  Itol  T"'""  <""»  h,mi- 
And  not  the  one  dark  hour  whteli  bring*  remor  e, 
Uill  brand  us,  ajler,  of  tehoee  Jold  trt  bt. 
HEN  ADMIRAL  LOKD  FISHERI  OF  KII.VBRSTONE 
„  asked  to  contribute  a  few  linos  to  the  mogmfieen 
lumc  called  S».o  Start's  »»<•.  which  the  2«fc»n>j>» 
„  record  ot  Belgian  heroism,  he  «cnt  the  following 


published  as 
.quotations  : 
"  The  Lord  God  of  recompenses  ssoH 

"  Otic  poor  girl  of  nineteen  icos  /, 


urdu  re'/uite. 

[Joromiah  LI.  B6. 


II, 


The  reticence  of  this  contribution  to  a  book  almost 
,  one  oi  its  most  striking  lectures. 
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Dr  Tacquin's  Evidence. 
This  special  supplement  of  the  Field  has  heen  issued  in  order 
to  place  before  our  readers  for  the  first  time  some  new  evidence 
concerning  the  alrocious  methods  employed  by  Germany  in 
Ill  inium  which  has  heen  brought  to  us,  at  grcal  risk  to  his  liberty- 
anil  life,  by  Dr  Arthur  Toc.piin,  Physician-in- Ordinary  to  the 

King  of  the  Belgians  and  formerly  head  of  the  ]vl,   Red 

Cross  Hospital  in  the  Royal  Palace  in  Brussels.  What  »  Wfc  to 
1,1m  of  homo  and  property  will  pay  tho  full  penalty  of  the 
publication  of  his  testimony  in  tho  Field-    He  will  describe  in 


to  torture  women  and  children,  to  starve  a  population  she  has 
robbed,  to  wado  through  blood  and  rapine  to  her  evil  ends.  She 
must  bo  caged  as  a  man-eating  tiger  is  imprisoned.  She  must 
be  crushed  like  a  vcnomouB  reptile  with  a  broken  spine. 

Opinion  of  Neutrals. 
Third,  we  publish  this  illustrated  record  of  destruction  and 
deliberate  ferocity  at  a  moment  of  considerable  importance  to 
tho  formation  of  "public  opinion  in  tho  neutral  nations,  because 
the  full  official  record  which  the  Government  of  Great,  Untain  will 
eventually  add  to  the  similar  records  previously  given  to  the 
world  by  Belgium,  France,  and  Russia  will  not  appear  for  some 
time.  But  Germany's  barbarous  methods  have  already  recoiled 
on  her  own  head,  in  his  reply  to  the  American  Note  on  Neutral 
Shipping,  Sir  Edward  Groy  very  properly  points  out  that  the 
British  Government  cannot  give  an  unconditional  promise  to 
adhere  to  certain  understandings  hitherto  universally  observed, 
in  view  of  the  departure  by  Germany  from  previously  accepted 
rules  ot  civilisation  and  humanity,  and  in  view  of  the  whole 
world's  uncertainty  as  to  the  extent  to  which  she  may  violate 
such  rules  in  the  future.  The  deliberate  attempt  to  torpedo 
one  of  our  hospital  ships  has  given  a  sinister  confirmation  to 
thismild  expression  of  "uncertainty."  In  the  last  paragraph  »i 
his  reply  to  Bcthmann-Hollweg's  interview  of  Jan.  25  with  an 
American  correspondent,  Sir  Edward  Grey  further  remarks :  "  The 
things  which  Germany  has  done  in  Belgium  and  France  have  been 
placed  on  record  before  the  world  by  those  who  have  suffered 
from  them  and  who  know  them  at  first  hand.  After  this  it 
does  not  lio  with  the  German  Chancellor  to  read  to  other  belli- 
gerents a  lecture  on  the  conduct  of  wor."  Germany,  in  fact,  has 
by  her  own  actions,  put  herself  outside  the  comity  of  nations.  She 
cannot  claim  the  benefit  of  those  merciful  generalisations  which 
have  so  far  guided  even  the  bellicose  conduct  of  the  citizens  of  one 
country  at  war  with  the  citizens  of  another.  She  has  not  only 
stirred  up.  among  all  the  soldiers  fighting  against  her,  an  uncom 
rjucrable  resolve  to  persist  at  any  cost  to  their  victorious  end,  but 
shs  has  forfeited  even  that  consideration  which  many  a  conquered 
nation  may  so  nobly  win,  tho  kindly  pity  of  tho  watching  world 
of  non-combatants. 

Worldwide  Resentment. 
Not  only  are  reprisals  in  kind  unnecessary.  They  arc  unthink 
able  to  all  of  us.  Such  actions  bring  (  heir  own  worst  punishment 
"  The  Lord  God  of  recompenses  shall  Burely  requite."  But  one 
thing  they  do  involve :  they  steel  our  resolution  to  hold  out 
against  all  difficulties,  all  dangers,  all  delays,  for  they  reveal 
the  fate  of  those  who  fall  beneath  that  hideous  dominion  ;  and 
I  hey  make  it  utterly  impossible  that  such  terms  enn  be  granted 
to  Germany,  after  the  war  is  over,  as  would  be  granted  to  a 
.-rent,  nation  which  had  honourably  struggled  in  a  righteous 
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It  is  ourfntentiom  in  the  pages  which  follow,  to  give  Ihe  names 
and  regiments,  whenever  possible,  of  tho  culprits  involved  in 
the  various  orimes  related  ;  and  we  may  say  at  once  that  we  have 
laid  no  special  stress  upon  the  detail  of  rape,  as  such,  for,  terrible 
as  it  is,  that  crime  cannot,  wo  fear,  bo  wholly  dissociated  from 
the  armies  in  the  field  of  any  nation,  of  any  agi 
What  it  is  necessary  to  emphasiso  is  that  it  has  < 
Gorman    Army   with    added    circumstances  of 
mutilation  and  ferocious  bestiality,  such  that 
warfare  may  be  searched  in  vain,  even  among  the  i 
and  aavuge  tribes,  for  any  parallel.    Nor  is  it 
the  insensate  Gorman  claim  for  a  "  culture  "  wh 
tho  development  of  F.uiope.  that  wo  empl 
barbarity  of  Germany's  methods  of 
wider  rcaso 


cause. 

These  are  the  realms  why  emphasis  is  laid  in  the  Field  on 
facts  which  can  rarely  have  been  printed  in  any  English  news- 
paper. Such  (acts  are  so  diametrically  opposed  to  the  whole 
spirit  which  has  animated  this  journal  since  its  foundation  that 
wo  feel  wholly  secure  against  any  misunderstanding  of  -■ 
motives  in  giving  them  publicity  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
Wc  arc  convinced  that  it  is  now  right  and  just  not  merely  to 
give  oxpreflBion  to  that  burning  sense  of  reprobation  which  every 
Briton  of  intluence  and  intelligence  must  feel,  but  also  to  convey 
to  as  many  citizens  of  the  English-speaking  communities  as 
possible,  both  in  our  own  Empire  and  in  the  United  States,  some 
portions  of  the  irrefragable  testimony  upon  which  that  reproba- 
tion has  been  based. 

The  British  Soldier. 

There  has  been  a  very  natural  reluctance  to  believe  the  worst 
of  German  soldiers  ;  and  we  are  glad  to  Bay  that  our  own  soldiers 
have  been  the  last  to  believe  it,  for  their  business  is  to  fight  to  a 
I  finish  by  fair  mcaiiB  and  leave  the  verbal  arguments  to  those 
who  cannot  carry  a  rillo  in  tho  trenches.  In  a  sense,  the  lot  of 
the  soldier  in  the  Allied  Armies,  at  the  present  time,  is  consider- 
ably  easier  than  that  of  the  man  or  woman  who  is  physically 
unfit  to  be  serving  at  the  front.  To  bo  condemned  to  stay  at 
home,  to  limit  our  activities  to  such  writing,  talking,  or 
organising  as  we  can  bcBt  perform — theso  things  make  a  call 
upon  pationec  and  resolution  which  sometimes  becomes  well- 
nigh  insupportable.  The  soldier  (and  we  use  the  term  in  its 
widest  significance)  has  a  clear  duty  before  him  :  to  obey  his 
leaders  and  to  fight  tho  foe  with  all  his  strength  and  skill ;  and 
it  is  one  of  the  greatest  assets  in  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
British  Empire  that,  in  the  doing  of  their  simple  duty,  our 
ioldierB  and  sailors  have  revealed  to  us  how  various  and  how 
unexpected  may  be  the  ways  in  which  the  highest  courage  and 
golf-SQCrifioc  can  be  manifested. 

This  is  neither  tho  time  nor  the  place  to  speak  their  praise. 
Little  have  wc  heard  of  what  their  leaders  think  of  them,  but 
that  little  is  enough  to  make  ub  proud  that  we  are  of  the  snme 
blood.  "  The  men  were  so  fino  that  it  was  difficult  to  lead  them 
well  enough,"  said  one  officer.  It  is  a  splendid  testimony  to 
both  ;  and  we  may  legitimately  feel  that  it  gives  us  all  a  firmer 


fights  for  those  Frenoh  and  Belgians  whoso  homes  have  been 
laid  desolate  by  the  Kaiser's  Huns. 

None  of  these  things  has  ho  repaid  in  kind,  nor  will  he  ever 
do  so.  But  ho  wonders  sometimes  whether  those  of  ua  who 
stay  at  home,  and  hear  so  little  even  of  tho  "  ordinary  lighting," 
have  ever  realised  that  among  his  experiences  are  sights  of  suoh 
brutality  as  no  army  has  ever  been  called  upon  to  face  before ; 
he  must  sometimes,  too,  he  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  slowness 
with  which  things  are  moving  toward  their  appointed  end  ;  but 
is  ready  to  bear  all  things  and  endure  all  things  for  as  long 
may  bo  necessary,  provided  always  that  in  the  end  justice 
shall  be  done.  This,  at  least,  he  asks  of  a  publio  opinion  at 
home  from  which  he  demands  no  open  praise,  no  blatant  flattery, 
only  some  measure  of  that  stern  appreciation  of  the  facts  which 
has  been  slowly  burnt  into  his  own  soul  by  the  events  of  this 
campaign. 

Direct  Proofs  of  Guilt. 

It  is  to  drive  home  this  lesson  to  tho  hearts  of  all  for  whose 
safety  and  honour  our  soldiers  are  now  fighting  that  we  are 
publishing  theso  pages  to-day,  for  the  facts  have  been  hotly 
denied  in  Germany  by  men  who  bear  names  that  onco  were  as 
■spected  as  any  in  the  world  ;  and  it  is  essential  that  suoh  denials 
should  bo  contradicted  and  given  their  true  value.  There  13 
much  more  evidence  that  wo  have  left  unpublished.  But 
Dr  Tacquin's  records,  when  taken  with  tho  official  documents 
that  have  appeared  already,  will  bo  more  than  enough  if  they 
are  rightly  read.  Not  the  slightest  breath  of  sonsational 
oxaggerotion  need  be  added.  Though  photographs  can  lie,  as 
German  manufacturers  of  the  mendacious  cinematograph  films 
well  know,  wo  can  guarantee  the  authenticity  of  every  photo- 
graph wo  print  to-day.  And  for  the  evidence  wo  give  beside 
them  wo  havo  selected  (1)  the  signed  testimony  of  the  physician- 
in-ordinary  to  the  King  of  the  Belgians ;  (2)  the  evidence 
guaranteed  by  the  responsible  Governments  of  (a)  Belgium, 
(b)  France,  (c.)  Kussia.  Our  confirmation  for  these  documents, 
if  confirmation  bo  needed,  is  found,  first,  in  the  original  letters 
found  on  the  bodies  of  German  dead  or  prisoners  ;  and,  secondly, 
in  official  German  publications  and  original  proclamations  posted 
up  in  Belgium  and  now  in  this  office.  We  have  rigidly  limited 
ourselves  to  facts  thus  authenticated,  and,  we  repeat,  we  have 
not  touohed  at  all  upon  those  facts  which  the  British  Government 
will  guarantee  later  on.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  same  faot 
often  occurs  in  the  evidence  of  different  witnesses  Such 
corroboration  has  been  quite  unconscious.  Tho  cumulative 
result  is  unspeakably  distressing.  Tho  verdict  on  the  nation 
and  the  ruler  which  has  permitted  its  soldiers  such  behaviour  is 
beyond  all  doubt. 

The  German  War  Book. 

As  if  to  Bweep  away  tho  least  vestige  of  uncertainty  which 
might  havo  remained  concerning  the  responsibility  of  the  German 
Higher  Command  for  the  atrocities  committed  by  their  officers 
and  soldiers,  the  official  manual  issued  to  German  officers  by  tho 
General  Staff  has  now  been  translated  and  published.  It  is 
perhaps  tho  vilest  compilation  to  which  the  Government  of  any 
nation  has  ever  put  its  hand,  and  it  openly  advocates  and 
publicly  assumes  responsibility  for  that  bloodstained  form  of 
brigandage  and  terrorism  which  had  hitherto  been  charitably 
set  down  to  an  excess  of  unrighteous  zeal  in  isolated  {though 
rapidly  increasing) cases.  "Assassination,  incendiarism, robbery, 
and  tho  like,"  are  expressly  cited  as  worthy  of  employment  "  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  enemy."  The  aim  of  war  ib  stated,  in  so 
many  words,  to  be  "  the  destruction  of  the  total  intellectual  and 
material  resources  "  of  the  enemy.  In  case  any  officer  should 
retain  any  unfortunate  prejudices  about  Hague  Conventions  or 
sentimental  rubbish  of  that  kind,  he  is  carefully  warned  againBt 
"  excessive  humanitarian  notions,"  and  he  is  instructed  that  the 
"  usages  "  accepted  by  less  martial  nations  are  never  by  him  to 
be  recognised  as  "  laws  "  whenever  the  necessities  of  war  demand 
that  ho  should  contravene  them. 

It  is  characteristic  that  only  one  restraint  upon  Ids  "  methods 
of  frightfulness "  is  even  suggested  ;  and  this  is  tho  careful 
calculation  us  to  whether  reprisals  in  kind  may  not  be  possible. 
Skins,  in  fact,  it  is  admitted,  may  be  tenderer  than  consciences, 
and  should  be  protected.  We  pass  over  the  implied  suggestion 
that  Englishmen  would  ever  stoop  to  similar  methods.  Obviously 
tho  officers  who  devastated  Belgium  in  August  and  September 
last  felt  quite  confident  that  even  this  restraint  upon  their 
actions  was  unnecessary,  since  they  would  bo  in  Paris  in  a 
month,  and  neither  French  nor  Belgian  soldiers  would  be  capable 
of  "  reprisals  in  kind." 
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Our  Reasons  for  Publicity. 

First,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that,  as  the  war  drags  on 
every  man  anil  woman  in  this  country  and  in  the  countries  oi 
nur  Allies  should  understand  why  wo  can  never  slop  lighting  I 
ontil,  with  the  complete  and  final  downfall  of  Prussian  militarism, 
the  possibility  of  the  repetition  of  its  atrocities  has  heen  for 
ever  ended.  What  they  have  done  in  1014  they  will  do  in 
every  campaign  they  try  to  tight  again. 

Second,  it  in  vital  that  when  the  time,  arrives,  not  to  "  make 
peace"  but  to  impose  our  own  terms  on  conquered  Prussia,  we 
should  not  weaken  in  our  determination  owing  to  f  org  el  fulness 
of  what  has  passed.  The  bully  will  begin  to  whine  as  soon  as 
he  is  beaten  to  his  knees.  Wo  must  ho  deaf  to  his  excuses.  He 
felt  so  sure  of  victory  that  he  eared  nothing  for  tho  methods  by 
which  he  should  attain  it.  We  need  not  now  consider  that 
Germany  would  havo  become  tho  Pariah  of  the  World,  oven  if 
she  had  won,  after  what  bIio  has  done  in  Belgium.  Wo  need 
only  remain  inflexibly  determined  that,  whatever  maimed  and 
chastened  future  may  he  hers,' she"  shall  never  have  tho  power 
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the  back.  But  the  British  soldier  would  be  the  last  to  despise 
bin  foe.  He  draws  no  fine  Aristotelian  distinction  between  "  the 
brave  man  who  faces  danger  for  the  sake  of  that  which  is  nuble  " 
and  "  the  senseless  madman  who  affects  a  spurious  courage." 
Both  meet  tin-  same  bullet ;  and  all  he  knows  ia  that  both  havo 
advanced  against  a  withering  fire,  and  paid  the  penalty  they 
dared.  But  there  are  very  different  sights  upon  the  battlefield 
as  well. 

The  Borrors  of  this  War 

The  British  soldier  has  seen  a  trench  taken  by  Germans  who 
have  Imynncled  an  English  Red  Cross  surgeon  ot  his  task  of 
moroy,  and  crashed  ihe  butt  end  of  their  rifle  into  the  faces  of 
the  wounded.  He  has  been  fired  upon  from  German  Red  Cross 
ambulances  while  he  was  himself  assisting  in  the  burial  of  his 
dead.    Ho  has  been  tricked  into  his  death   by  well-known 
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has  been  shot  down  by  treacherous  enemies  who  had 
by  showing  the  white  flag.  He  has  marched  thr, 
villages  where  the  women  who  were  left  were  ra 
children  had  been  slaughtered  in  the  streets.  He  h 
townships  laid  in  ashes  for  no  military  reason,  and  i 
baser  motives  of  revenge  for  a  military  reverse.  He  knows,  too, 
that  all  this  is  nothing  to  what  tho  same  Gorman  soldiers  will  do 
if  ever  they  gel  I"  England  :  and  perhaps  he  thinks  of  his  own 
women  and  children,  at  home  across  the  narrow  seas,  while  he 
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Realities  of  "  Kultur." 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  state  of  mind  which  could  either 
write  such  a  book  as  this  or  accept  its  teachings  as  they  have  been 
accepted  ;  it  is  a  state  of  mind  which  we  could  only  conceive, 
ten  years  or  so  ago,  to  exiat  among  the  Boxer  rebels  of  China,  or 
the  Afghan  Hill-tribes,  or  tho  ferocious  followers  of  the  Jlahdi ; 
it  ia  a  temperament  from  which  Europe  has  imagined  itself  free 
for  centuries  ;  yet  it  is  the  deliberate  attitude  of  a  nation  which 
prides  itself  so  much  on  "  culture  "  that  it  considers  no  other 
European  community  to  bo  its  intellectual  or  moral  equal,  of  a 
nation  which  has  gone  farther  in  tho  arts  of  material  invention 
and  national  wealth  than  any  other  in  the  last  thirty  years,  of 
a  nation  which  has  devoted  nearly  all  this  progress  to  tho  Satanic 
ends  of  terrorising  and  brutalising  its  neighbours  by  the  most 
appalling  forms  of  warfare  ever  known. 

This  is  why  wo  can  show  no  mercy  when  the  day  of  justice 
comes.  Mercy  may  indeed  bo  extended  to  that  "  ono  dark  hour 
which  brings  remorse,"  to  that  wild,  unpremeditated  outburst 
of  bloodguiltincss  which  is  the  sudden  cataclysm  of  a  nature  that 
has  better,  higher  moments.  But  tho  sin  of  Germany  is  "  tho 
sin  that  practice  burns  into  tho  blood,"  the  accepted  horror  of 
the  darker  shades,  by  which  tho  great  intelligence  and  patient 
industry  of  man  are  prostituted  to  tho  lowest  instincts  of  tho 
brute.  It  brands  them  of  what  fold  they  be.  Every  rcsourco 
of  science,  every  discovery  of  tho  metallurgist  or  the  chemist, 
every  research  of  the  psychologist  or  the  physician,  every  adapta- 
tion of  tho  printing  press  or  tho  electric  spark,  every  detail  of 
administrative  or  social  organisation — all,  all  is  to  bo  brutalised, 
soiled,  desecrated  by  base  motive,  by  dishonourable  use,  by 
fiendish  inhumanity.    Not  a  regenerating  fragment  has  been  left. 

A  Law  Unto  Herself, 

The  work  of  tho  leaders  of  Germany  has  been  complete  indeed. 
They  feared  that  even  among  their  soldiers  some  heart  might 
yet  remained  touched  by  the  sympathy  of  mortal  weoknessea ; 
so  they  wrote  their  abominable  book  to  make  their  orders  and 
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intentionfl  clear.    They  feared  still  more  that  among  a  populat  ion 
once  reflected  and  honoured  by  its  neighbours  there  might  bo 
soma  Who  would  refrain  from  giving  up  their  natural  instincts  at 
the.  bidding  of  the  Moloch-Stato  ;  so  they  have  kept  that  popula- 
tion in  complete  ignorance  of  everything  it  might  he  dangerous 
for  it  to  know  ;  they  have  drugged  it  with  a  stream  of  he.  while 
they  dragged  its  beat  sons  to  the  shambles  ;  they  have  kept  one 
heel  uponita  neck  while  the  other  ground  down  the  enemy  beyond 
the  frontiers.    All  their  basest  actions  have  been  preluded  by 
loud  accusations  of  the  same  villainy  made  against  the  enemy 
Their  motto  has  invariably  been  to  impute  the  worst  motive 
to  an  adversary  and  then  to  imagino  something  worse  still  for 
themselves.    They  have  kept  none  of  the  conventions,  none  of 
the  ordinary  rules  of  humanity,  none  of  the  guiding  principles 
of  honourable  warfare  ;  yet  no  nation  has  ever  suspected  her 
neighbours  of  worse  conduct  than  German  diplomacy  imputed 
to  the  rest  of  Europe  ;  and  no  belligerent  alleged  to  be  civilised 
has  ever  screamed  so  loudly  about  the  horrible  actions  of  hi 
enemies  as  Germany     She  may  herself  break  every  law  of  God 
and  man  ;  but  not  the  lying  shadow  of  a  non-existent  infraction 
of  the  figment  of  her  imagination  is  to  ho  permitted  to  tho 
miserable  upstarts  who  oppose  her  path  in  arms.    The  natural 
operations  of  a  hostile  fleet  which  can  command  the  sea  aro 
described  as  "  tho  deliberate  starvation  of  the  women  and 
children  of  Germany,"  and  are  held  to  justify  tho  laying  of 
in  tho  path  of  peaceful  commerce,  the  dropping  of  bombs  on 
English  cottages,  and  the  bombardment  of  babies  in  our  English 
bathing- places.    Tho  heroes  who  burn  down  a  village  when 
a  Belgian  farmer  fires  a  shot  at  them  in  protection  of  his  wife 
and  children,  consider  it  a  noblo  action  to  massacre  civilians 
from  a  Zeppelin  or  a  warship  at  a  safe  distance.    A  fabricated 
lie  about  a  dum-dum  bullet  is  trumped  up  by  the  Kaiser  to  impress 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  all  tho  time  ho  has 
been  himself  instructing  his  soldiers  to  "gain  a  reputation  like 
the  Huns  under  Attila,"  and  his  General  Staff  have  been  in- 
Btmcting  their  officers  "  to  interfere  with  relentless  severity 
and  create  examples  which  by  their  frightfulness  would  be  a 
warning  to  the  whole  country." 

National  Degradation, 
But  wo  fear  that  if  the  Prussian  soldier  did  not  need  very 
much    education   in  that  "  frightfulness "  which  he  has  so 
naturally  assimilated,  the  German  nation,  on  those  rare  occasions 
when  it  has  been  permitted  to  express  opinions  on  a  fact  and  to 
let  the  rest  of  the  world  see  that  opinion,  has  shown  an  almost 
equal  callousness  of  spirit,  a  ferocity  of  mind  which  has  not  even 
tho  excuse  of  the  hot  blood  of  combat  to  explain  it.    After  th 
bombaidment  of  Great  Yarmouth  and  the  district  by  Zeppelins, 
the  Gorman  Press,  thoroughly  representing,   this  timo,  tho 
German  people,  burst  into  exultation  as  follows :  "  In  Englam" 
sits  our  sliest  enemy,  the  enemy  which  is  responsible  for  all  thai 
inexpressible  misery  that  has  descended  upon  the  world 
Only  when  taking  this  into  consideration  can  one  understand 
the  wildly  glorious  joy  and  the  restless  satisfaction  concerning 
tho  message  of  the  deed  of  arms  of  our  airships."    The  actions 
of  the  German  people  are  as  extraordinary  as  their  thoughts.  Wo 
can  recall  several  instnncca.    Tho  most  horrible  is  that  fact, 
guaranteed  by  the  Russian  Government,  about  the  treatmi 
meted  out  at  Brcslau  to  a  Russian  lady  who  was  on  her  painful 
journey  home  from  Germany  after  an  oporation.    This  was  in  tho 
very  first  dayB  of  the  declaration  of  war,  when  the  keynote 
official  German  pronouncements  throw  all  the  blame  for  breaki 
the  world's  peace  upon  Russia;  and  for  the  consequent  barbarity 
aroused  in  the  civilian  population  the  German  Government 
cannot  escape  responsibility.    This  lady,  after  a  journey 
miserable  conditions,  was  thrust  out  of  tho  railway  train 
Brcslau.  and  tho  bandages  were  stripped  off  her  wound  before 
she  was  thrust  back  again.    She  died  of  exhaustion  soon  afti 
she  had  crossed  the  frontier 

After  that  one  instance  there  is  no  need  to  emphasise  tho 
disgraceful  treatment  shown  to  tho  various  Ambassadors  at  th 
samo  period.    Tho  German  people  had  been  deliberately  work- 
up into  a  state  of  frenzy  by  newspapers  directly  inspired 
their  Government,  and  that  Government  did  nothing  to  prev 
the  outrages  which  cnaued.    It  has  novcr  at  any  subsequent 
period  expressed  adequate  regret  for  them.    An  incident 
Bismarok  Archipelago  (aa  it  used  to  be  called)  will  show  (hat 
the  German  takes  his  attractive  habit,  with  him  when  he  goes 
a-colonising.    A  German  doctor,  a  magistrate,  and  three  others, 
suspecting  (quite  mistakenly)  that  a  local  English  Wesley 
missionary  had  "  given  information  to  the  enemy,"  brutally 
thrashed  him  in  tho  presence  of  his  wife.    It  is  this  last  scntonco 
to  which  we  draw  attention.    Tho  giving  of  pain  to  one  vict: 
is  not  enough  for  the  German  mind  ;  he  must  hurt  as  many  people 
as  possible  at  once.    This  is  why  wo  have  had  evidence  from 
Franco  and  Belgium  not  merely  of  revolting  cruelty  to  women 
who  had  been  outraged,  but  of  parents  being  compelled  " 
witness  the  final  degradation  of  their  daughters  And 
excesses  which  took  place  among  the  civilian  population  bofor 
wnr  had  actually  begun  are  a  proof  that  the  brutality  exhibited 
by  the  soldiers  so  soon  afterwards  was  due  not  merely  to  the 
excitement  of  war,  but  to  ingrained  racial  turpitude. 

Mendacious  Professors. 
How  are  we  to  explain  otherwise  the  foaming  of  those  elderly 
pantaloons  who,  since  October  last,  have  continuously  assured 


living  men.  By  degrees  some  tidings  of  the  unimaginable  horrors 
wrought  in  Belgium  did  reach  us.  For  weeks  the  majority  of 
our  populations  refused  to  credit  what  they  heard. 

Belgium's  Martyrdom. 
At  length  tho  slow,  sad  stream  of  exiles  began  to  cross  the 
Channel  towards  these  shores,  stupefied  with  misery,  deprived 
not  of  their  dear  ones  only,  but  of  their  homes,  their  villages, 
their  country  ;  mutilated,  wounded  not  in  their  bodies  only  but 
the  deepest,  tondcrest  feelings  they  possessed  ;  robbed  of 
every  shred  of  their  possessions  ;  stripped  of  all  save  the  honour 
which  Germany  could  neither  appreciate  nor  take  away  from 
those  she  tortured.    At  last  some  understanding  came  to  us. 
The  Germany  wo  knew,  the  kindly  home  of  a  music,  of  a 
literature  we  loved,  had  vanished,  had  gone  up  in  flamo  and 
blood  ;  and  some  new  monster  had  arisen  in  her  place.    For  tho 
last  twenty  years,  scarce  longer,  tho  Great  Change  had  been 
ing  over  her,  while  yet  we  suspected  nothing,  while  we 
revered  her  laborious  men  of  science,  admired  her  philosophers 
nd  historians,  respected  her  gigantic  industry.    During  all  that 
time  we  had  been  befooled  ;  for  what  had  the  Germans,  in  actual 
fact,  been  doing  ? 

"  Through  learned  and  laborious  years 
They  set  themselves  to  find 
Fresh  terrors  and  undreamed-of  fears 
To  heap  upon  mankind.    .  . 
"  .    .    .    Coldly  they  went  about  to  rust 
To  life  and  make  more  dread 
Abominations  of  old  days 

That  men  believed  were  dead." 


outside  any  zone  of  military  action,  and  without  any  military 
necessity,  their  action  is  not  war  but  murder.  Wholesale 
assassination  is  not  a  sound  foundation  for  a  great  empire.  Tho 
solo  and  deplorable  results  of  such  action  have  been  to  steel  tho 
resolution  of  everyone  of  Germany's  enemies  now  to  light  her 
to  a  finish,  and  to  make  her  position,  when  wo  do  come  to 
impose  our  terms,  far  more  difficult  than  it  might  otherwise  have 
been.  For  we  arc  not  dealing  with  a  people  who  "  make 
mistakes"  honestly,  norwitha  peoplewho  from  excellent motives 
are  fighting  for  a  foredoomed  cause  ;  we  have  to  crush  a  nation 
which  is  determined  to  overthrow  tho  bases  on  which  our 
civilisation  has  grown  up,  and  which  is  ready  to  use  the  vilest 
means  to  attain  its  despicable  end.  For  Germany  is  not 
"  Barbarian  "  in  the  sense  we  should  use  it  of  the  Chincso  Boxers 
of  the  Huns  of  Attila, or  of  the  cannibals  in  Central  Africa;  these 
men  know  no  better  ;  they  live  in  darkness,  they  have  never 
known  tho  light ;  sometimes  they  can  even  he  trained  to  realise 
tho  difference  between  right  and  wrong  and  deliberately  to 
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1  on  their  wnrd  of  honour''  that  the  German  army  has  invariably 
behaved  with  absolute  corrcctiludo  ?  Are  we  to  believe  I. 
all  those  individual  Germans,  howovor  humane  and  upright 
they  used  to  bo,  have  with  tragical  unconsciousness  surrendei 
thoir  own  conscience,  hag  and  baggage,  to  a  State  which  has 
morals  ?  Aro  we  to  realise  that  the  Iron  System  of  a  central 
Government  has  hypnotised  its  subjects  by  a  sort  of  organ 
exploitation  into  general  acquiescence  in  these  horrors  T 
can  scarcely  believe  it,  There  must  bo  some  deep-se;iled  folly 
some  dulncss  of  spirit  burnt  into  the  German  soul  which 
accept  these  things  without  revolt.  The  loyalty  they  show- 
evil  things  must  bo  the  revelation  of  a  kindred  evil  in  themselves. 
Had  they  a  spark  of  honour  in  them  theii  business  had  been 
reprobat  ion  of  so  vile  a  soldiery  or  revolution  against  tho  oven 
guiltier  leaders  who  inspired  them. 

We  are  an  indulgent  people,  slow  to  proclaim  good  in  ourselves 
and  very  slow  to  believe  evil  in  anyone ;  and  last  August 
wo  were  fairly  fully  occupied  with  our  own  affairs.  So  wo 
did  not.  realise  that  the  Great  Change  had  already  begun  ;  that 
tho  attack  on  civilisation  had  moved  forward.  Even  tho  first 
weeks  of  the  wnr  itself  did  not  impress  themselves  at  once  upon  us 
us  peculiarly  diiTercnt  from  any  other  form  of  warfare  known  ro 


Their  time  of  growth  and  of  expansion  had  not  been  tho  blossom- 
and  burgeoning  of  some  now,  fair  flower  of  life  and  beauty  in 
the  garden  of  the  world  ;  it  had  been  tho  gradual  increase  of  a 
poisonous  upas-trco  that  was  to  overshadow  Eu 
pestilential  blight.  Under  the  guise  of  friendship  Germans  had 
penetrated  this  country,  every  other  country,  and  had  laid  their 
plans  for  murder.  Trusted,  respected,  honoured,  thoy  had 
repaid  our  hospitality  with  spying,  laughed  at  our  easy  c< 
fidence,  wormed  out  our  facile  secrets,  put  traitorous  fingers 

weaker  spots,  made  ready  the  assassin's  dagger  that  should 
(at  thoir  own  time)  be  laid  at  our  unsuspecting  throat, 
encouraged  (not  by  argument  only  but  by  money  too)  tho  fatal 
free-tradc-fetish  that  played  into  their  hands  and  gave  them  all 
tho  money  for  tho  fleet  that  was  to  smash  us.  And  all  over  that 
Empire  of  ours  they  coveted  so  bitterly  and  misunderstood  so 
blackly,  they  tried  the  same  miserable  game  of  malice,  thievery, 
and  plotting ;  in  Egypt,  in  South  Africa,  in  fndia,  wherever 
German  agents  could  ingratiate  themselves,  either  by  the  front 
staircase  or  the  back,  without  shame,  without  ceasing,  without 
scruple. 

The  Wild  Beast. 

And  suddenly,  out  of  a  clear  sky,  broke  "  Tho  Day,"  heralded 
so  appropriately  by  tho  murder  of  the  Archduke.  By  ono  of 
those  strange  strokes  of  Providence  that  has,  not  once  nor  twice, 
proteotcd  the  life  and  fortunes  of  England,  we  were  miraculously 
cd  from  what  our  foe  intended.  At  tho  last  moment  Germany 
s  not  prepared  to  sink  our  fleet  and  land  a  hundred  thousand 
men  on  our  East  Coast  before  we  knew  that  war  had  come.  But 
she  was  ready  for  the  first  stroke,  ready  to  crush  France,  to  hold 
back  Russia,  and  then  spring  at  us  when  she  had  taken  Calais 
and  Dunkirk  ;  and  with  the  preposterous  ignorance  of  the  true 
criminal,  sho  imagined  wo  should  fold  our  hands,  watch  her 
our  friends"  throats,  and  let  her  come  over  to  butcher  us  at  her 
leisure  later  on.  So  tho  cry  that  had  at  first  been  all  against 
Russia  changed  bitterly  and  loudly  to  a  maddened  yell  of 
exasperation  against  England  when  we  had  made  it  clear  that, 
whatever  were  tho  consequence,  wo  should  abide  by  our  promises. 

The  invasion  of  Belgium,  tho  destruction  of  that  unhappy 
country,  and  the  mad  rush  on  Paris  were  carried  out  with  the 
deliberate  whirlwind  of  a  calculated  ferocity  in  order  to  terrify 
us  all  into  submission  after  our  "  contemptible  little  army  "  had 
itaolf  been  swept  into  tho  sea.  Tho  ohecks  that  came,  at  Li6gc, 
at  Mons,  upon  tho  Marnc,  roused  madness  into  frenzy.  The 
brutal  instincts  of  her  soldiers  were  Hogged  into  an  outburst  of 
atrocity  that  was  meant  to  "  destroy  tho  total  intellectual  and 
material  resources  "  of  the  Allies.  And  the  Allies  still  stand 
firm,  still  hold  tho  monster  back.  But  behind  that  inexorable 
lino  of  steel  the  wild  beast  still  slinks  to  and  fro,  still  seeks  whom 
ho  may  devour.  Tho  actual  atrocities  ho  has  committed  have 
grown  gradually  less  in  number,  partly  because  there  are  fewer 
women  and  children  left  to  torture,  partly  because  the  German 
regiments  with  tho  blackest  records  have  gradually  been 
annihilated  and  replaced  by  youths  or  old  men  less  fitted  to 
carry  out  tho  culturod  mission  of  tho  Fatherland.  But  the 
nation  as  a  whole  has  lost  nothing  of  the  ferocious  brutality 
which  nnimated  its  worst  troops. 

German  Hate. 
Germany  has  welcomed,  from  one  end  to  the 
glorious  news  that  women  and  children  have  be 
wounded  by  the  Zeppelin  raid  on  Yarmouth  and  its  neighbour 
hood.  Berlin  was  festooned  with  flags  to  celebrate  the  bombard 
ment  of  Scarborough  and  Whitby  and  tho 
women  and  children  than  the  most  sanguine 
ever  hoped  for.  Cheers  go  up  in  every  German  townsmp  wneii 
a  steamer  filled  with  refugees  is  torpedoed  in  mid-Channel. 
Threats  of  tho  most  abominable  description  against  English  ami 
neutral  ships,  against  unprotected  English  towns,  against  the 
weakest  of  our  population,  aro  applauded  in  every  beerhouse 
from  tho  Rhine  to  Dantzic.  Poems  are  composed  to  keep  alivi 
tho  fires  of  hate  if  ever  they  seem  slackening.  And  all  the  time, 
all  day  and  every  night,  the  stream  of  constant  lying  pours  out 
of  Berlin  and  Potsdam  to  the  four  corners  of  the  earth.  It  u 
a  revolting  spectacle.  Our  consolation  is  that,  if  this  mean.' 
success,  then  all  the  faith  that  ever  lifted  man  out  of  the  elftj 
is  vain.  No  nation  that  has  so  wholly  given  itself  to  evil  cai 
ever  triumph.  Tho  shrill,  high  scream  of  madness  is  not  th 
of  success ;  it  is  the  last  despairing  note  that  ushers  n 
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Names  of  tho  Criminals. 

We  shall  prove  in  tho  following  pages  that  tho 
(as  they  are  called)  in  Franco  and  Belgium  are 
accidents  of  hot  blood  in  the  stress  of  fighting; 
were  ordered  by  officers,  condoned  by  tho  High  > 
hose  names  wo  print,  and  approved  by  tl 
himself.  The  one  friend  who  has  rallied  to  tho 
standards  since  the  war  broke  out  is  typical  of  thi 
cause,  which  has  found  its  only  ally  in  the  lost 
Oriental  despotism  and  misrulo  that  was  Bmouh 
dishonoured  dissolution  in  the  East  of  Europe, 
been  often  given  to  ono  man  to  ruin  three  empires  i 
Yet  this  the  last  Hohenzollem  has  accomplishes 
pushed  the  Ottoman  Empire  into  its  grave.  He  hi 
tho  uneasy  bonds  which  held  loosely  together  tin 
conglomeration  of  antagonistic  races  called  tho  Auatr 
Ho  ha3  given  its  death  blow  to  that  wealthy  and  pi 
federation  on  which  tho  ruthless  strength  of  Pruss 
German  Empire.  This  pinchbeck  Barbarossn,  who  1 
Napoleon  without  his  genius  and  Louis  XIV. 
enlightenment,  claimed  more  than  either  of  his  pre 
that  fatal  game  of  dominion,  splendour,  and  catas' 
by  so  much  the  deeper  shall  his  ruin  be  than  that  of  a 
autocrat  heforo  him.  For  in  his  fall  goes  down  th 
the  nation  that  has  met  her  fate  in  trusting  him. 
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NEW  BELGIAN  DOCUMENTS. 

THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  THE  HIGH  C0A1MAND. 

A  MOST  nt  tho  same  mo  iicnt  as  tho  King  oF  the  Belgians 
ii-  was  expressing  tho  hope,  in  I'urliamon",  "that  tho  worst 
would  no  happen," Gorman  troops  wor  'crossing  his  frontier  uoar 
Viseon  Aug.  4  last.  They  overcame  tho  so'dicrs'  icsistanco  ut  tho 
bridge  in  a  few  hours,  and  immediately  they  reached  the  town 
they  shot  eleven  civilians.  A  Prussian  lieutenant  pointed  to 
tho  corpses  and  told  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  "This  is  what 
you  must  expect  if  you  oppose  us."  T  he  next  day  Prussian 
regiments  advanced  to  attaok  the  forts  of  Liege  after  sounding 
the  Belgian  bugle-calls,  ond  ono  or  two  of  their  detachment,  got 
up,  under  cover  of  a  white  flag,  anil  shot  the  defenders  at  eloso 
quarters. 
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da  <te«*  Honda  lie  gives  a  resume  of  the  doe. 
From  his  article  we  quote  our  facts. 

Belgian  Precautions. 


presago  t 

the  silence  of  irrevocable  doom 

"  They  paid  the  price  to  reach  their  goal 
Across  a  rroriW  in  flame  ; 
But  their  own  hale  slew  their  own  soul 
Before  that  victory  came." 
A  nation  which  has  a  bad  cause  will  bolster  up  its  action  upon 
motives  that  are  also  had.    Bitterness  is  a  bad  bedfellow.  It 
does  not  produce  that  sano  and  steady  courage  in  its  votaries 
which  can  alone  command  success  in  any  long-drawn  struggle, 
and  tho  moment  an  army  begins  killing  women  and  children 


they  had  no  fear.  They  trusted  then'  en-my  to  n.nuve  »iu. 
similar  loyalty  to  the  established  usages  of  humanity  and  fair 
play. 
Vis* 
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night 
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disregard  other  conventions 
tho  resolute  determination  of  the  politicians  to 
overrido  their  own  pledged  word  would  be  reflected  in  a 
ayetematio  brutality  of  aotion  afterwards.  Yet  it  is  quite  clear 
that  the  atrooifcie.  in  Belgium  were  prepared,  systematic,  official, 
deliberate.  In  general  scope,  as  in  hideous  detail,  they  soon 
showed  every  sign  of  intentional  ferocity  as  a  definite  policy.  A 
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prisoner  was,  to  the  Germans,  not  an  unfortunate  soldier  who 
eould  fight  no  longer,  but  fi  helpless  object  for  cruelty  and  hatred. 
No  shamo  was  spared  him.  The  very  first  division  of  crimes 
investigated  by  the  Belgian  Commission  has  to  do  with  crimes 
perpetrated  on  prisoners  of  war. 

Brutality  to  Prisoners. 
A  soldier  taken  prisoner  near  Aerschot  was  bound  by  an 
officer  and  three  privates,  thrown  to  tho  ground  and  brutally 
kicked,  because  ho  could  not,  or  would  not,  reveal  where  tho 
main  body  of  tho  Belgian  troops  wns  stationed.  Two  soldiers 
culled  Go'ffin  and  Hcyvaerts,  captured  on  Aug.  (5,  had  their 
hands  tied  behind  their  backs,  wero  placed  in  front  of  tho 
advancing  Germans,  and  were  forced  to  cry  out,  "We  are 
Belgians !  Do  not  shoot !  "  Tho  station  master  at  Baelegem 
was  tied  to  tho  Uhlans'  horses  by  his  neck,  and  made  to  follow 
them  at  the  trot  and  gallop.  Some  "bad  news"  came  in  on 
Aug.  20.  and  they  killed  him  with  lances.  Burm,  soldier  in  tho 
25th  Regiment  of  tho  Line,  hail  his  hands  hold  in  boiling  water 
to  make  him  give  information.  Another  soldier  near  him  had 
his  head  slowly  twisted  round  until  his  neck  was  broken. 
Lieut.  Poncin,  of  tho  18th  Regiment  of  tho  Line,  was  tied  up 
with  wire  and  shot  whilo  ho  was  helplesB.  At  Lou  vain  on 
Aug.  24  a  soldier  was  hanged  on  one  of  tho  street  lamps.  On 
S..|.l,  ii  Hit  kHim.ll.  "f  the  cavalry,  was  tied  up  and  eviscerated 
with  a  bayonet.  Tho  samo  thing  was  done  to  two  carabineers. 
At  Tamincs  an  officer  was  tied  to  a  trco,  and  a  horse  was  harnessed 
to  each  lijE.    Ho  was  then  pulled  in  sunder. 


Killing  the  Wounded 

Wounded  prisoners,  being  even  more  h 
better.  In  Mio  wood  near  Baarbeck  oighteo 
rifle  in"  were  finished  with  bayonet  thrusts 
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?ss,  got  off  no 
cn  wounded  by 
tho  face.  Four 
killed  in  action  wero  left  untouched, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Red  Cross 
d,  as  were  any  priests  or  doctors  who 
U  Bioul  on  Aug.  23  the  road  was  littered 
Is  who  had  been  helping  the  wounded, 
o  Corps  wns  decimated.  At  Wolverthom 
the  woundeil  were  hurled  into  the  blazing  houses.  On  Aug.  22 
tho  47th  Regiment  of  German  Infantry  entered  the  village  of 
Gomory  ;  tho  officer  in  command  went  to  the  hospital,  asked  for 
an  interpreter,  and  shot  the  ambulance  officer  as  soon  as  ho 
appeared.  He  then  led  his.  men  into  tho  hospital  and  killed 
surgeons  and  wounded  alike,  burning  the  hospital  with  the  rest 
of  tho  villago  beforo  nightfall.  Never  respecting  the  Red  Cross 
themselves,  tho  Germans  always  traded  on  tho  respect  felt  for 
it  by  others.  On  Aug.  25  Vilvorde  was  full  of  Gorman  troops. 
Over  tho  barracks  (whore  most  of  them  were  crowded)  they  flew 
tho  Red  Cross  flag  to  ensure  safety.  Tho  men  who  did  this  wero 
equally  ready  to  abuse  the  white  flag,  to  wear  Pclgian  uniform,  ond 
to  mako  use  of  any  dishonourable  stratagem.  They  used  tho 
fact  that  Belgians  folt  safe  under  the  Red  Cross  to  attack  and 
kill  thorn.  They  used  tho  fact  that  Belgians  respected  tho  Red 
Cross  in  others  to  secure  a  fraudulent  safety  for  themselves. 


murder  of  Hostages. 
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M.  Cognon  in  the  Btomnoh,  drove  him  into  the  water, 
him  haul  a  barge  until  ho  died. 

In  another  villago  they  took  two  men  named  Macken  and 
Loods  and  buried  them  alive  before  their  wives.  They  broke 
both  arms  of  tho  village  smith  before  they  killed  him  ;  they  slashed 
tho  euro  with  riding-whip  till  he  fell  fainting  and  covered  with 
blood  by  tho  roadside.  At  Buookcn  the  cure  was  eighty-three 
years  old.  They  tied  him  to  n  cannon  on  the  march.  They 
dragged  him  head  downwards  through  the  mud.  Bclgji 
still  wondering  how  much  longer  the  Pope  is  to  keep  silence 
after  these  outrages  have  boon  committed,  and  after  oven  a 
Cardinal  has  been  insulted,    But  the  Vatican  apparently  is  mute. 

Screened  by  Women. 

Wherever  it  wns  possible  they  made  t 
destroy  tlu>  ISelgiiiu  trenehi's  i.r  dig  new  oiu 
At  Eppcghom 


Catherino  van  Kerohovo,  Bevcnty-four  years  of  age,  with  the 
object  of  hitting  her  as  often  as  possible  without  killing  hor.  In 
one  of  the  first  frontier  villages  at  whioh  tho  French  troops 
arrived,  in  the  first  days  of  the  war,  they  found  the  bodies  of 
fifty  naked  women  tied  to  the  long  wall  of  a  barn.  Thoy  had 
been  slowly  shot  to  death  from  tho  feet  upwards.  This  last 
incident  is  on  record  with  tho  French  Government,  and  is  only 
inserted  here  to  show  that  what  tho  Germans  did  in  Belgium 
they  repeated  in  France,  as  they  arc  certainly  ready  to  repeat  it 
in  England  if  they  can.  Near  Molenstcdo  thoy  tied  to  a  tree  an 
old  man  of  ninety  who  was  struggling  to  protect  his  daughter, 
and  then  burnt  him  alive  with  piles  of  straw.  At  Pin,  nenr  Izel, 
two  boys  were  watching  some  Uhlans  pass  along  tho  road.  Tho 
Uhlan3  rode  at  them,  tied  them  to  their  horses,  and  galloped 
until  both  were  dead.  At  Sempst  they  seized  a  hoy,  cut  off  his 
arms  and  then  his  head,  and  threw  tho  remains  into  a  blazing 
house. 

"I  Do  Not  Care.' 

It  seems  as  if  these  Germans  had  a  mania,  a  frenzy  for  evildoing 
in  Belgium.  Their  ferocity  is  absolutely  inhuman.  On  Sept,  18 
Barbara  Verbaudert  was  escaping  with  her  children  from 
Hunsbeck-lez-Wolverthom.  Three  wore  in  a  cart  a  hundred 
yards  ahead.  The  Germans  shot  two  (aged  ten  and  six),  and 
the  driver  got  away  with  tho  other.  When  the  mother  drove 
up,  with  three  more  of  her  children,  they  showed  her  the  dead 
bodies,  shouting  "  Belgian  blood  !  "  and  hurled  them  into  the 

edgerow  beforo  her  eyes.  At  Louvain  a  mother  in  despair 
went  up  to  a  German  officer,  saying,  "  Sir,  how  can  I  save  my 
children  from  this  burning  town  ?  "    "  Madame,"  he  answered, 

I  do  not  oare  ;  I  have  no  ohildren  of  my  own." 

The  Tragedy  of  Leffe. 

In  tho  abbey  of  Leffe,  near  Dinant,  a  large  number  of  women 
ere  held  prisoners.  They  had  no  food  the  first  day.  On  the 
second  day  a  little  black  bread  was  thrown  to  them.  On  the 
third  day  a  few  were  allowed  to  go  out  anfl  grub  up  carrots  from 
the  garden.  At  last  they  begged  to  know  what  must  bo  paid 
for  their  release.  "  Thirty  thousand  francs."  They  got  together 
fifteen  thousand,  imploring  that  this  might  be  accepted.  The 
Germans  took  it  and  then  announced  that  all  the  women  would 
be  shot.    At  last  they  were  released,  after  most  of  them  had 

iffered  the  most  abominable  treatment.  They  found  their 
homes  burnt  to  the  ground  and  their  menfolk  murdered.  Tho 
director  of  the  National  Bank  had  been  shot  because  ho  would 
not  give  up  his  keys.  A  hundred  and  twenty  men  were  killed 
with  machine-guns  and  their  blood  was  splashed  over  tho  ashes 
.f  the  church  walls.  By  Sept.  10,  590  had  been  shot  in  Dinant, 
and  that  was  not  all.  At  Andenne  they  murdered  320  with 
bayonets  and  hatchets  in  order  to  Bave  cartridges.  When  the 
massacre  was  over  the  German  officers  had  a  dinner,  called  the 

Pardon  d' Andenne,"  and  made  the  survivors  come  to  listen 
to  their  cheers  for  the  Kaiser  and  his  cultured  axmjv. 

Names  of  German  Criminals. 

It  is  important  to  remember  some  of  the  names  of  German 
officers  who  were  directly  responsible  for  nil  this.    If  any  of 
them  survive  when  peace  is  declared  thoy  should  be  hanged  in 
the  public  square  before  the  armies  of  the  Allies.    Thoy  were  : 
■von  Manteuffe]  at  Louvain. 
vou  Biilow  and  von  Sohoenmann  at  Andenne. 
von  Bayer  at  Dinant, 
von  Bieberstcin  at  Elloweyt. 
von  Sommerfold  at  Termonde. 
It  has  been  difficult  to  get  names  in  every  case.    But  these 
six  can  be  pilloried  for  ever,  and  the  German  nation  will  never 
live  down  the  disgrace  thoy  brought  upon  it,  for  they  never 
stopped  the  things  that  have  here  been  described  when  they  could 
perfectly  well  have  prevented  them ;  they  often  saw  them 
happen :   they   often   definitely   ordered   them.    Before  last 
August  it  would  have  been  incredible  that  such  men  were  alive 
Europe. 
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(hod  fifteen  civilians,  live  of  « 
ir  lines,    At  llofstad  they  stripped  a  woman 
naked  and  compelled  her  at  tho  bayonet's  point  to  walk  before 
them  towards  the  Belgian  lines.    On  Aug.  10  they  stripped 
girl  and  made  her  walk  naked  In  side  her  father  in  front  of  them 
when  they  moved  to  the  attaok. 

von  Bieberstein  at  Elleweyt. 

Their  crimes  on  women  were  redoubled  in  horror  by  their 
brutal  custom  of  compelling  fathers,  brothers,  husbands  to  look 
on  while  their  women  were  being  tortured.  On  Aug.  20  thi 
48th  Regimenl  of  Gorman  Infantry  of  the  Reserve,  under  fch. 
command  of  von  Bieboratoin,  took  EUoWoyt,  Nearly  all  tho 
young  girls  there  wero  violated  before  I  heir  parents'  eyes.  At 
Boyghom  Lieut  Kumar  was  in  command  when  Iub  men  took  a 
young  woman  to  the  vicarago  in  order  to  outrage  her   in  the 


The  German  System. 

In  just  tho  same  way  the  looting  followed  a  carefully 
systematised  plan.  Instead  of  tho  clocks  so  beloved  in  1870, 
the  modern  German  soldier  steals  pianos.  Observe  the  advance 
of  Culture.  Ho  sent  waggonloads  of  Belgian  pianos  to  tho 
Fatherland.  Some  were  despatched  to  private  addresses  for 
officers.  Others  were  sold  at  public  auction  in  Cologne  to  swell 
the  revenues  of  the  State.  From  tho  chateau  of  Villcrs-Notre- 
Dame  tho  Duke  of  Gronau  personally  superintended  tho 
"  removal "  of  140  plates,  230  enamelled  spoons,  three  gold 
watches,  1500  bottles  of  wine,  sixty-two  chickens,  thirty-two 
ducks,  and  a  quantity  of  linen  and  children's  clothes.  The 
Kaiser's  son.  Prince  Eitel  Fritz,  after  a  week  with  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick  and  the  Baron  von  Mirbach  in  a  chateau  near  Liege 
packed  up  all  the  dresses  and  wardrobe  of  his  hostess  and  sent 
them  to  Germany  on  the  day  he  left.  No  "  act  of  undisciplined 
oruelty"  here,  you  observe.  The  discipline  which  guided  the 
massacres  of  Louvain  or  Termonde  here  presides  over  tho  thefts 
of  his  Royal  and  Imperial  Highness  son  of  the  War  Lord  hiniBelf. 
What  can  we  ask  for  more  ?  At  Liege  itself,  on  Aug.  22,  General 
von  Biilow  proclaims  that  "  it  is  with  my  consent  that 
Andenne  has  been  burnt  and  about  100  people  shot."  The 
brutal  Schoenmann  could  have  told  him  that  "  about  100  "  was 
a  very  weak  statement  of  tho  case.  Tho  chnin  of  responsibility 
is  clear,  the  evidence  unbreakable.  From  the  Kaiser  to  his 
humblest  soldier  the  German  army  has  been  proved  guilty  of 
atrocities  and  crimes  which  disgrace  tho  civilisation  they  profess. 
The  result  must  be  not  merely  tho  personal  punishment  of  tho 
few  of  the  worst  miscreants  who  havo  been  named,  but  tho 
universal  reprobation  of  the  nation  which  has  for  ever  soiled  its 
old  repute  by  permitting  such  horrors  to  bo  perpetrated  in  its 
name. 
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mental  suffering  was  added.  In  tho  province  of  Namur  alone 
(not  very  donsely  populated)  3000  civilians  wero  shot,  most  of 
thorn  men.  But  that  was  far  too  easy  a  death.  On  Sept,  12 
tho  Germans  burnt  the  wife  of  Van  Kriogolingon  alive  and  eight 
of  her  children  with  hor.  Two  more  managed  to  escape.  One 
was  shot  as  it  tried  to  run  away.  On  Sunday,  Aug.  30,  a  patrol 
of  Hnssarrs  amused  themselves  by  firing  at  an  old  woman  called 


What  "  Discipline  "  Means. 

It  is  essential  to  remember  that  these  men,  and  higher 
dignitaries  too,  are  definitely  responsible  for  tho  atrocities  com- 
mitted by  tho  German  army.    The  German  professors  who  have 
d  various  manifestoes  of  late  wore  most  of  them  appointed 
by  tho  General  Staff  with  the  objeot  of  teaching  the  doctrines 
that  have  resulted  in  the  horrors  here  described ;  and  they  have 
told  lies  with  the  spirited  determination  now  recognised  as 
natural  to  any  German  official.    But  one  thing  they  have  said 
was  true.    They  have  called  on  all  tho  nations  of  the  world  to 
bear  witness  that  the  discipline  of  tho  Gorman  army  was  the 
most  perfect  possible.    It  was.    It  provided  all  the  organisation 
for  carrying  out  crime  on  a  more  mothodical  scale  than  any 
criminal  has  ever  perfected  before.    When  the  whole  resources 
of  a  great  State  are  concentrated  on  criminality  and  "  frightful-* 
ness  "  you  naturally  get  fine  results.    "  Our  soldiers,"  wrote  these 
innocent  professors,  "  do  not  commit  any  act  of  undisciplined 
cruelty  "  [Keine  zuchtlose  Qrausuvihtit].    Thoy  did  not.    All  their 
cruelties  were  thoroughly  organised  by  tho  discipline  of  their 
superior  officers.    Tho  very  towns  they  represented  as  punished 
for  a  sudden  "  act  of  treachery  "  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants 
had  been  already  placed  upon  a  careful  black  list.    These  same 
"  acts  of  treachery  "  were  carefully  stage-managed  with  a  view  to 
subsequent  journalism.    At  Louvain  two  German  soldiers  rang 
tho  bell  at  a  professor's  house.    "  You  have  soldiers  hidden  hero." 
"  No.    Come  in  and  look  for  yourselves."    They  came  in.  They 
went  upstairs  and  fired  a  revolver  out  of  tho  windows.  Their 
comrades  rushed  in  at  once  and  sacked  tho  place.    Shots  were 
heard  all  over  the  town  directly  afterwards.    Louvain  was  burnt 
in  order  to  terrorise  tho  population  of  Brussels.    A  German 
officer  told  one  of  tho  inhabitants  of  Dinant  that  he  "  regretted 
what  was  happening,  but  it  was  by  order,"    When,  at  Tamincs, 
tho  private  soldiers  who  had  to  turn  the  machine. guns  on  a 
crowd  of  civilians  could  not  continue,  an  officer  came  up  and 
conscientiously  "turned  tho  handle"  till  the  whole  were  dead. 
It  was  an  officer  who  shot  a  woman  who  wns  enrrying  her  baby 
on  a  balcony  at  Aersohot,  as  the  Germans  first  rode  in.  They 
had  a  regular  regiment  of  incendiaries  provided  with  every 
detail  for   burning  down  houses   methodically-    When  Unit 
regiment  is  not  present  tho  officers  see  thnt  their  men  do  tho 
job  as  thoroughly  as  possible  ;  light  the  curtains  in  every  room, 
put  a  matoh  to  tho  mattresses,  and  bo  forth.    At  Termonde  an 
officer  explained  to  one  woman  who  bogged  for  help  that  he 
could  do  nothing  for  he  had  to  advance  ;  the  proper  burning 
brigade  was  following,  and  they  had  their  orders 


OFFICIAL  REPORTS 

ISSUED    BY  THE 
BELGIAN  GOVERNMENT. 

Pudor  inde  tt  mueralio. 

THE  BELGIAN  GOVERNMENT,  in  Aug.,  1914,  appointed 
a  Commission  of  Enquiry  composed  of  tho  following 
gentlemen  :  President,  M.  Cooreman,  Ministre  d'Etat ;  Mombre3  : 
MM.  lo  Cte.  Goblet  d'Alvietla,  Ministre  d'Etat,  Vice-President  du 
Se"nat ;  Ryckmans,  Senateur ;  Strauss,  Echevin  de  la  ville 
d'Anvers  ;  Van  Cutsem,  President  honoraire  du  tribunal  de  1" 
instanced' Anvers;  Secretaires;  MM.  lo  Ch"  Ernst  do  Brunswyok, 
Chef  du  cabinet  du  Ministre  de  la  Justice  ;  Orts,  Consoiller  de 
Legation  de  S.  M.  le  Roi  des  Beiges.  This  commission  has  sent 
in  various  reports  from  time  to  time  addressed  to  M.  Carton  do 
Wiart,  Minister  of  Justice.  From  these  reports  our  quotations 
are  carefully  translated  : 

I,— Report  Dated:  Antwerp,  August  28,  1914. 
"  At  the  village  of  Herssolt,  north  of  Aerschot,  32  houses  were 
burnt  and  23  persons  killed,  when  there  was  no  Belgian  soldier 
in  sight. 

"  On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  August  19,  German  troops 
entered  Aerschot,  a  town  of  8000  inhabitants,  in  which  there 
were  no  Belgian  soldiers  at  all.  Ab  soon  as  they  came  in  tho 
Germans  burnt  several  houses  and  shot  five  or  six  people  who 
were  ordered  out  of  their  houses  in  the  Rue  du  Marteau.  In  tho 
evening,  on  the  pretext  that  the  Burgomaster's  son  had  killed  a 
German  officer  in  the  Grand'  Place,  tho  Germans  collected  about 
fifty  men  from  the  town,  made  them  run  away  in  groups  of  four, 
and  shot  them  down  to  the  number  of  more  than  forty,  bayoneting 
those  who  were  not  killed  at  once.  They  then  looted  the  town 
and  smashed  what  they  could  not  take  away.  Next  morning 
they  lined  up  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  they  had  previously 
captured,  took  one  out  of  every  three,  and  led  them,  with  the 
burgomaster,  his  son  (aged  15).  and  his  brother  to  a  place  about 
100  metres  out  of  the  town  and  shot  them.  They  made  other 
inhabitants  dig  the  graves  in  which  these  were  buried.  About 
150  in  all  were  murdered,  and  pillage  and  arson  continued  for 
three  days  until  most  of  the  town  was  destroyed.  The  interior 
of  the  church  was  ruined  after  they  had  tried  five  times  to  set 
the  main  building  on  fire.  There  was  no  evidence  of  any  plot 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  still  less  of  tho  lulling  of  a  German 
officer  by  the  burgomaster's  Bon.  On  the  contrary,  the  Germans 
themselves  were  shown  the  placards,  affixed  by  the  burgomaster 
in  the  streets,  forbidding  any  hostilo  action  against  the  invaders, 
"  At  Schaffen,  near  Diest.  eighteen  persons  at  least  are  known 
to  have  been  murdered  ;  among  them  wero  FrancoiBe  Luyckx 
(aged  45),  with  her  daughter  aged  12  ;  tho  nine-year-old  daughter 
of  Jean  Ooyen  ;  Joseph  Reynders  (aged  40),  with  hiB  nephew 
aged  10  ;  two  men  named  Lodts  and  Markon,  who  seem  to  have 
been  buried,  alive  ;  Andre  Willon,  the  sacristan,  who  was  tied 
to  a  tree  and  burnt  alive." 


II.— Report  dated:  Antwerp,  Angust  31,  1914. 

"  German  troops  entered  Louvain  on  Wednesday,  August  19, 
requisitioning  food  and  lodging  at  once.  They  broko  open  tho 
safes  of  all  the  banks  and  pillaged  every  empty  house.  They 
took  as  hostages  tho  burgomoster,  Senator  Van  dcr  Kclen,  the 
Vice-Rector  of  the  Catholic  University,  the  Dean  of  tho  Town, 
the  magistrates,  and  the  sheriffs.  Before  this,  all  arms  belonging 
to  the  inhabitants  (even  their  fencing  foils)  had  been  placed  by 
tho  Communal  Authority  for  safe  keeping  in  tho  Church  of 
St.  Peter. 

"  On  Thursday,  August  20,  at  a  village  near  Corbeck-Loo 
some  German  soldiers  took  a  girl  of  10  with  her  parents  to  an 
empty  house,  forced  her  to  drink,  and  outraged  her,  ono  nftcr  tho 
other,  on  the  lown.  As  she  continued  to  resist,  they  bayoneted 
her  in  the  breast,  and  sho  was  afterwards  taken  by  tho  cure  to 


the  hospital  at  Louvain  ir 
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a  dying  condition. 
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Another  workman  had  been  drenched  in 
in  soldiers  and  thrown  into  tho  flames, 
[alinoa  on  Auguet  20  the  body  of  an  old 
by  tho  arms  to  the  beam  in  the  ceiling  of  his 
harrod  to  a  cinder.    Further  on,  a  boy 


of  15,  with  his  hands  tied  behind  him,  had  been  killed  by  number- 
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less  bayonet  thrusts.    Many  corpses  of  peasants  wore  found  I 
with  their  hands  raised  as  though  imploring  mercy.  Evidence 
of  this  was  brought  to  Mr  Edward  Hortalot  in  Antwerp. 

"  At  Bueclten  the  cure,  an  old  man  of  eighty,  was  killed,  with 
many  of  the  inhabitants.  Between  Impdo  and  YVolverthem  two 
wounded  Belgian  soldiers  were  thrown  into  the  flames  of  a 
burning  house. 

Louvain. 

"  The  German  troops  who  entered  Louvain  on  the  evening  of 
August  2li  had  been  beaten  by  the  Belgian  troops  and  were  in 
some  disorder.  They  fired  upon,  by  mistake,  the  Germans 
garrisoning  the  town.  On  the  pretext  that  the  inhabitants  had 
fixed  upon  them  (which  was  impossible,  since  all  weapons  had 
previously  been  given  up),  they  bombarded  Louvain  and  set 
fire  methodically  to  every  house  that  was  not  already  in  flames, 
burning  the  cathedral  and  the  university  buildings,  with  the 
library  and  manuscripts.  Fifty  corpses  of  civilians  were  found 
on  the  road  from  Tirlemont  alone ;  many  were  burnt  in  their 
own  houses.  In  the  morning  of  August  20,  75  inhabitants, 
including  three  priests,  were  taken  to  the  square  in  front  of  the 
railway  station.  The  men  were  separated  and  marched  in  front 
of  the  German  troops  to  Campcnhout,  where  they  were  shut  up 
in  the  church.  At  four  in  the  morning  a  German  officer  told 
them  they  would  be  shot  in  half  an  hour.  At  half-past  four 
they  were  set  free,  hut  soon  recaptured  by  another  German 
regiment,  which  marched  them  towards  Malines,  and  they  were 
released  on  Thursday.  A  very  large  number  of  the  rest  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Louvain  were  sent  as  prisoners  into  Germany. 
The  remainder  took  refuge  from  the  flames  in  the  faubourg  of 
Heverle." 

III.— Report  Dated:  Antwerp,  September  10,  1914. 

"  The  houses  in  Louvain  from  which  the  inhabitants  had  been 
driven  out  were  plundered  by  German  soldiers  under  the  eyes 
of  their  own  officers.  On  August  28  about  seven  thousand 
persons — men,  women,  and  children — were  driven  by  a  detach- 
ment of  the  162nd  Regiment  into  the  riding-school  of  Louvain, 
where  they  were  so  crowded  that  many  women  wont  mad,  and 
babies  died  of  suffocation  in  their  mothers'  arms.  We  must 
again  categorically  deny  the  German  statement  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  Louvain  was  ordered  because  some  of  the  civilian 
inhabitants  fired  on  some  of  the  Landwehr  troops  who  garrisoned 
the  town.  The  civilian  inhabitants  had  been  disarmed  and 
committed  no  provocative  act  whatever. 

Viae. 

"  Vise  was  the  first  of  the  Belgian  towns  which  suffered  the 
fate  meted  out  by  the  German  army  to  so  many  others.  Its 
inhabitants  took  no  share  in  the-  fighting  at  the  ford  of  Lixhe 
on  August  4.  On  the  night  of  August  15  it  was  pretended  that 
a  shot  had  been  fired  on  the  German  troops  from  a  house,  which 
they  searched  without  finding  any  weapons.  They  burnt  it  and 
those  next  to  it.  The  population  had  no  arms  and  were  not 
likely  to  attack  a  strong  German  garrison  ten  days  after  the 
Belgian  soldiers  had  retreated.  The  shots  were  fired  by  a  drunken 
German  patrol,  much  as  happened  near  Maestri  out  and  Limbourg 
on  another  occasion.  However,  Vise  was  burnt  and  many  of  its 
inhabitants  were  shot.  In  Tremoloo  only  the  church  and  the 
presbytery  remain  standing.  A  few  houses  show  the  notification, 
'  Not  to  be  burnt '  or  '  Good  People '  in  German,  on  the  wa! 
and  were  spared  in  consequence.  As  the  inhabitants  fled  from 
their  burning  houses  they  were  shot  in  tho  streets.  There  was 
no  justification  for  this  in  any  attack  on  tho  Germans.  If  here 
and  there  isolated  instances  of  self-defence  occurred,  this  is  only 
natural  in  war,  and  we  understand  that  the  culprits  should  he 
shot.  But  there  was  no  excuse  for  the  systematic  and  universal 
murder  and  incendiarism  which  have  gone  on  with  tho  deliberate 
object  of  terrorising  the  country  in  accordance  with  the  inhuman 
theory  of  the  German  General  Staff.  A  rifle  fired  by  one  of 
their  own  drunken  soldiers  has  given  the  signal  for  massacres 
which  spared  neither  ago  nor  sex,  for  relentless  war  taxes,  for 
the  taking  of  hostages,  and  every  form  of  brutality ;  nor  should 
we  forget  the  numerous  instances  in  which  an  innocent  village 
has  been  sacked  simply  out  of  revenge  for  a  military  reverse 
elsewhere.  We  have  only  been  able  to  establish  a  few  facts  in 
a  story  more  revolting  than  anything  to  bo  found  in  contem- 
porary history  ;  and  many  more  facta  could  he  discovered  by 
an  international  board  like  the  Carnegio  Commission,  which 
investigated  atrocities  in  tho  Balkans." 

IV.— Report  Dated:  Antwerp.  September  17,  1914. 

"  M.  Orts,  Councillor  of  Legation  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  Belgians,  reports  that  he  visited  Aerschot  on  Sept.  11  and 
found  it  exactly  as  the  Gorman  Army  had  left  it  30  hours  before. 
All  tho  houses  along  the  road  from  Lierre  have  been  burnt,  with 
everything  all  round  them.  For  about  500  metres  past  the 
bridge  this  road  continues  into  the  market  place.  Every  house 
has  been  burnt  and  tho  traces  of  organised  incendiarism  are 
quite  clear.  The  street  was  filled  with  fallen  debris  of  walls  and 
masonry,  twisted  telegraph  wires,  molten  motal,  wrecked 
furniture,  and  broken  glass.  The  three  oak  doors  of  the  church 
are  burnt  or  smashed.  Within  it,  all  the  church  furniture  has 
been  destroyed.  The  floor  is  still  Uttered  with  hay  and  straw 
on  which  the  imprisoned  inhabilants  had  to  sleep  for  some  time. 

"  A  hundred  metres  on  oue  side  of  the  road  to  Gelrode,  outside 
the  town,  is  the  field  where  tho  Germans  shot  the  burgomaster 
Tielemans,  his  son,  his  brother,  and  many  of  their  comrades.  I 
found  the  bloodstained  tiaccs  of  their  execution  and  the  grave 
of  27  victims. 

Aerschot. 

"  Aerschot  was  completely  sacked,  for  the  houses  which  were 
not  burnt  were  sacked  and  usually  defiled  in  a  peculiarly  brutal 
and  ignoble  fashion.  Fnrniture  that  could  not  bo  carried  off 
was  broken  to  pieces.  On  ono  house  was  written,  '  This  house 
belongs  to  friendly  people  and  is  to  bo  spared.— (Signed) 
Basnach,  Wachtmeistcr.'  It  bad  been  used  hy  German  officers 
as  their  headquarters.  The  hall,  staircase,  and  garden  were  full 
of  empty  wine-bottles.  The  mattresses  had  been  slit  open,  the 
bed  linen  soiled  and  cut  to  pieces,  tho  dining-room  fender  filled 
with  broken  wine  glasses,  the  piano  kicked  to  pieces.  Everyone 
of  the  best  houses  in  the  town  was  treated  by  German  officers 
in  the  same  horrible  way ;  everywhere  they  left  traces  of  dis- 
gusting debauchery  and  uncleanliness.  The  pillage  was  methodi- 
cally carried  out  and  organised,  for  many  cartloads  of  booty, 
carefully  labelled  and  addressed,  were  sent  off  to  Germany  ;  and 
not  a  Bcrap  of  jewellery  or  a  coin  of  money  was  left  behind. 
Eight  thousand  inhabitants  wcro  nmdo  homeless  anil  hundreds 
of  thorn  wore  taken  away  prisoners,  apart  from  those  who  were 
massacred.  No  isolated  action  (auoh  as  Ib  alleged,  but  never 
proved,  by  tho  Germans)  could  justify  this  wholesale  devastation." 


V.— Report  Dated:  Antwerp,  September  25,  1914. 

"  A  Belgian  volunteer  in  tho  Sixth  Regiment  of  tho  lino  was 
wounded  in  tho  left  arm  and  taken  prisoner  by  tho  Germans  on 
August  18.  Ho  was  takon  with  27  other  prisoners  to  the  road 
beside  the  Denier.  Thoy  were  all  told  to  run  and  shot  down 
by  the  Germans  as  they  fled,  some  wore  shot  after  they  had 
tried  to  escape  by  jumping  into  the  water.  This  soldier  was 
thrown  into  the  Denier,  but  managed  to  hold  on  to  a  branch 
near  the  bank  and  stayed  all  night  with  only  his  head  above 
water.  Ho  and  another  were  the  only  ones  to  escape,  and  ho 
is  now  in  hospital  at  Antwerp. 

"  The  fate  which  befell  the  miserable  inhabitants  of  Aerschot 
is  described  by  Madame  Tielemans,  widow  of  tho  burgomaster, 
who  is  now  in  safety  ;  and  her  letter  entirely  contradicts  the 
German  version.    She  writes  as  follows  : 

"  '  At  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  while  my  husband  was 
distributing  cigars  to  the  German  sentries,  and  tho  General  with 
his  staff  were  watching  us  from  the  balcony  above,  I  Baw  the 
Germans  in  tho  market  place  firing  at  the  houses  and  breaking 
into  them.  We  all  rushed  to  the  staircase  leading  to  our  cellar. 
After  a  few  moments  one  of  the  staff  officers  came  down  and  said, 
"  The  General  is  dead.  Where  is  the  burgomaster  1  "  I  said, 
"  You  can  testify  yourself  that  my  husband  never  fired  a  shot." 
He  replied,  "  That  does  not  matter.  He  is  responsible."  They 
took  my  husband.  When  my  son  led  us  into  another  cellar, 
they  came  down  and  took  him  too,  and  the  staff  officer  kicked 
him  along  in  front  of  him,  for  the  poor  boy  could  scarcely  walk 
because  he  had  been  wounded  in  the  leg  by  the  ricochet  of  a 
bullet  through  the  window  that  morning.  The  Germans  then 
held  a  revolver  to  my  head  and  marched  me  all  over  tho  house, 
showing  me  the  General's  dead  body.  Then  they  threw  me  and 
my  daughter  out  of  the  house.  We  were  led  with  others  to  the 
market  place,  surrounded  by  soldiers,  and  made  to  watch  the 
burning  of  the  town.  These  ruffians  have  taken  from  me  all 
I  love  and  all  I  possess,  and  now  they  seek  to  dishonour  tin 
name  I  am  proud  to  bear.  It  is  a  lie.  We  did  not  possess  a 
single  weapon.' 

Starving1  in  every  Ditch. 

"  In  all  the  countryside  round  Aerschot,  Dicst,  Matines,  and 
Louvain  the  villages  have  been  destroyed,  the  people  are  starving 
in  the  woods,  in  every  ditch  beside  the  roads  Ho  the  corpses  of 
men,  women,  and  children  murdered,  and  oven  wells  are  choked 
with  the  dead  bodies.  The  wounded  have  been  left  without 
care,  and  are  in  a  horrible  state  from  neglect  and  dirt.  Large 
numbers  of  men  were  set  to  dig  trenches,  or  used  as  a  living 
screen  in  front  of  the  marching  German  troops.  Karl  Bertram, 
of  Westeregeln,  near  Magdeburg,  a  German  soldier,  described  in 
his  diary  how  '  we  shut  up  450  men  in  the  church  of  Aerschot.' 
Another  German's  diary  (unnamed)  records  that  '  on  Sept.  6  we 
sent  300  Belgians  into  Germany,  and  among  them  21  cures.' 
They  stole  or  destroyed  the  sacred  vessels  in  the  churches  and 
carried  off  the  ornaments  and  shrines. 

"  It  is  now  possible  to  give  more  details  about  the  tragedy  of 
Louvain.  Before  the  Germans  arrived  tho  burgomaster,  Colins, 
had  put  up  proclamations  urging  the  inhabitants  to  keep  calm. 
Many  bad  fled  already.  The  German  advance  guard  entered 
the  city  about  two  in  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  August  19th, 
and  the  Dean  of  Louvain  was  with  them,  Tho  streets  were 
empty.  They  requisitioned  provisions  to  the  value  of  100,000 
francs.  About  half-past  two  a  large  number  of  German  troops 
entered,  redoubling  their  shouts  of  triumph  when  they  met  the 
lines  of  Belgian  wounded  being  brought  back  from  the  recent 
fight  at  Bautersen.  The  soldiers  refused  tho  barracks  and 
public  buildings  got  ready  for  them,  and  broke  into  private 
houses  instead.  On  August  20  M.  Van  dor  Kelen,  Senator,  and 
M.  Colins,  burgomaster,  were  taken  as  hostages.  Citizens  in 
certain  streets  were  ordered  to  leave  their  doors  open  and  lights 
burning  all  night. 

General  Manteuffel. 

"  The  German  General  Manteuffel  imposed  a  war  indemnity 
of  100,000  francs,  whioh  was  reduced,  after  parley,  to  3000 
franc3 ;  and  all  prisoners  of  German  nationality  were  released 
from  gaol,  whatever  bad  been  their  offences.  The  nest  day 
more  hostages  were  taken  from  among  the  notables  of  tho  town. 
Three  hundred  francs  were  stolen  from  the  Banquo  de  la  Dyle 
and  12.000  from  the  Banquo  Populaixe. 

"  On  the  28th  of  August  the  German  troops  before  Antwerp 
were  by  a  Belgian  attack  driven  back  in  disorder  upon  Louvain. 
These  were  fired  upon  by  their  own  men  in  garrison  and  by  other 
Germans  who  came  from  Liege.  In  the  street  called  Joyeuses- 
Entrecs  the  bodies  of  sixty  German  soldiers  who  had  shot  each 
other  were  discovered,  and  there  was  not  a  single  civiUan  in  the 
street.  The  officers  lost  all  control,  and  volley  firing  took  place 
all  over  the  town.  In  a  short  time  fires  broke  out  everywhere 
as  well.  Then  the  German  officers  ordered  their  men  to  break 
into  the  houses  and  set  them  alight  with  hand  grenades  and 
fuses.  Everyone  who  tried  to  escapo  from  a  burning  house  was 
shot  in  the  streets.  Many  were  burnt  alive  in  their  cellars. 
Many  were  shot  in  the  square  near  tho  railway  station.  Many 
more  were  crammed  into  cattle  trucks  without  food  or  wafer  and 
sent  on  a  20-hour  journey  to  Cologne.  The  morning  after  they 
got  there  thoy  were  sent  hack  to  Brussels,  15  in  every  third-class 
carriage,  and  reached  there  completely  exhausted  on  August  30. 
They  were  then  taken  to  German  advance  posts  near  Malines  and 
set  free.  Many  of  the  clergymen  among  thorn  wero  shot  on  the 
way,  and  all  suffered  horribly. 

"  For  the  whole  of  the  26th  of  August  the  women  and  children 
of  Louvain  wero  kept  without  food  or  water  in  tho  square  near 
the  railway  station,  where  they  saw  twenty  of  their  fellow 
townsmen  shot,  four  by  four,  on  the  pavement  at  tho  end  of  the 
square.  A  sham  execution  was  curried  out  on  the  Vice-Rector 
of  the  University  and  a  clergymen ;  and  when  tho  volley  was 
fired  over  their  heads  the  women  and  children  were  made  lo 

The  March  of  Misery- 

"  On  August  27  everyone  was  ordered  out  of  Louvain— old 
men,  women,  children,  sick,  idiots,  cripples,  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
the  clergy,  and  the  nuns  were  brutally  driven  along  all  the  streets 
like  herds  of  animals.  As  they  fled  they  had  to  fall  on  their  knees 
and  beg  for  mercy  before  every  German  officer  they  passed.  By 
day  they  had  no  food,  at  night  they  had  no  shelter.  .Many 
died  on  the  way,  women  and  children  who  lagged  behind,  too 
weak  or  weary  to  keep  up,  were  shot.  Some  ten  thousand  were 
driven  into  Tirlemont,  about  13  miles  away.  Sum,-  oi  these 
were  driven  on  still  further,  to  Snint-Trond  and  Hasselt. 
Thirteen  clergymen,  whose  names  are  known,  were  thrown  into 
a  pigstyo  at,  Lovonjoul  after  the  Germans  had  turned  out  tho 


pigs  ;  they  wore  stripped,  robbed  of  nil  t.he-v  possessed,  and  beaten. 
The  pillage  of  Louv.iin  itself  began  on  tho  27th  of  August,  aa 
soon  as  tho  inhabitants  had  been  got  out  of  the  town.  Doors 
and  windows  were  smashed,  cellars  invaded  and  sacked,  safes 
blown  open  ;  jewellery,  money,  pictures,  linen,  wine,  and 
provisions  were  carried  away.  Gaston  Klein,  a  German  soldier 
in  tho  Landsturm,  records  in  his  diary  for  August  20  that '  Louvain 
was  swarming  with  soldiers.  The  Landsturm  regiment  from 
Halle  arrived  with  hundreds  of  bottles  of  wine,  and  many  of 
them  were  drunk.  Tho  devastation  of  tho  town  is  quite  im- 
possible to  describe.  The  streets  wero  full  of  the  debrix  of 
burning  houses.  We  spread  over  all  tho  town  like  a  band  of 
brigands,  doing  what  we  pleased,  and  the  offiars  led  us  and  set 
the  example' 

"  In  a  letter  from  another  prisoner  to  his  wife  at  Magdeburg 
it  is  writton  that  '  Louvain  was  burning  in  every  direction,  and 
destroyed  where  it  was  not  burnt.  We  went  into  the  wine- 
cellars  and  filled  ourselves  up.'  Tho  pillage  went  on  until  the 
second  of  September,  when  the  last  four  houses  wore  burnt.  On 
the  eighth,  forty-two  bodies  wero  taken  from  the  ashes.  Wo 
have  frequently  found  traces  of  the  deliberate  methods  of 
incendiarism  employed:  pumps  for  petrol  and  naphtha,  pastilles 
of  inflammable  powder  made  of  nitroeellular  gelatine  and  other 
things.  The  destruction  was  all  done  under  the  sanction  of  tho 
superior  authorities  of  the  German  army." 

VI.— Report  Dated:  Havre,  November  10,  1914. 
"  Twenty-two  German  Universities  have  signed  a  protest 
against  tho  accusations  of  brutality  made  against  the  German 
soldiers,  and  have  sent  it  to  the  universities  of  other  countries. 
This  protest  begins:  '  You  who  know  that  our  army  is  not 
composed  of  mercenary  soldiers,  but  of  the  whole  nation,  that 
it  is  led  by  our  best  sons,  that  in  its  ranks  have  fallen  thousands 
of  professors  and  their  pupils  fighting  against  French  and  Russian 
armies;  you  who  know  tho  spirit  in  which  our  young  men  are 
instructed,  and  who  know  the  respect  wo  inculcate  in  them  for 
tho  masterpieces  of  human  genius  in  every  country,  we  ask  you 
to  bear  witness  for  us  and  to  say  whether  our  enemies  tell  tho 
truth  when  they  allege  that  the  German  army  is  a  horde  of 
barbarians;  and  if  you  will  obey  the  dictates  of  truth,  we  are 
convinced  that  you  will  agree  with  us  that  when  tho  Gorman 
army  had  to  destroy  anything,  they  only  yielded  to  tho  pitiless 
laws  of  war  in  self-defence.' 

"Facts  are  more  forcible  than  any  such  protestations.  Wo 
have  proofs  of  all  the  facts  we  have  revealed.  And  somo  of 
them  are  facts  which  even  German  universities  cannot  deny,  for 
they  are  the  proclamations  issued  by  Germans  themselves.  On 
Aug.  -1  General  von  Emmich  issued  a  proclamation  at  Wantage, 
on  tho  way  from  Aix-la-Ckapelle  to  Vise,  expressing  the  hope 
that  tho  Gorman  army  of  the  Mouse  would  not  bo  attacked, 
explaining  that  they  bad  to  go  through  Belgium  to  avoid  being 
attacked  the  same  way  by  the  French,  and  promising  the 
Belgians  absolute  safety  if  they  gave  lum  free  poasago. 

"  General  von  Biilow,  commanding  tho  second  Army  Corp.*. 
told  the  inhabitants  of  Moutjoic,  on  August  9,  that  ho  was  only 
fighting  the  Belgians  because  their  Government  had  *  wrongly 
refused'  to  Germany  what  thoy  accorded  to  Franco  [they  had 
accorded  nothing],  and  added,  *  We  shall  take  strong  measures 
against  any  attempt  on  tho  part  of  the  populace  to  resist  tho 
German  army  or  its  military  interests.' 

"  On  Aug.  17  the  burgomaster  of  Hasselt  warned  his  citizens 
that  if  anyone  fired  on  the  Germans  a  third  of  the  population 
would  be  shot. 

General  von  Bulow. 

"  On  Aug.  22  General  von  Biilow  announced  that  tbo  inhabi- 
tants of  Andenne  had  traitorously  surprised  tho  German  troops 
[this  was  untrue].  ' /(  ia  with  my  consent  that  the  geueral  in 
command  has  burnt  down  tho  placo  and  shot  about  a  hundred 
inhabitants  [two  hundred  were  shot].  I  inform  tho  inhabitants 
of  Liege  of  this,  bo  that  they  may  know  what  to  oipeot  if  they 
commit  the  same  crime.' 

"General  von  Biilow  also  posted  up  the  following  proclamation 
in  Namur  on  August  25 : 

"  *  Before  four  o'clock  all  Belgian  and  French  prisoners  are  to 
be  delivered  up  as  prisoners  of  war.  Citizens  who  do  not  obey 
this  will  bo  condemned  to  hard  labour  jor  life  in  Germany.  At 
four  o'clock  a  rigorous  inspection  of  all  bouses  will  be  made. 
Every  soldier  found  will  be  shot.  All  arms,  powder,  and  dynamite 
is  to  bo  given  up  by  four  o'clock.  Those  on  whom  any  is  found 
will  be  shot.  Citizens  who  know  of  any  and  do  not  inform  the 
burgomaster  will  be  condemned  to  hard  labour  for  life.  The 
streets  will  be  held  by  German  guards,  who  will  hold  ten  hostages 
for  each  street  7  hese  hostages  will  be  that  if  there  is  any  trouble 
in  that  street.  All  doors  are  to  be  left  unlocked  and  all  windows 
are  to  bo  lighted  up  at  night.  No  one  may  be  out  of  doors  after 
8  p.m  A  crime  against  the  German  army  will  compromise  tho 
existence  of  the  whole  town  of  Namur  and  everyone  in  it. 
General  von  Nioher. 
"Lieut.  General  von  Nioher  wrote  to  tho  burgomaster  of 
Wavre,  on  August  27,  demanding  an  advance  of  two  million 
francs  in  gold  of  the  *  war  indemnity  of  three  million  francs 
at  once,  and  the  remaining  million  by  September  I.  It  that 
payment*  are  not  made  the  town  of  Waire  will  be  destroyed  and 
burnt,  the  innocent  suffering  with  the  guilty.' 

"Field-Marshal  von  dcr  Qolti  warned  tho  Belgians,  by 
proclamation  of  Sept.  25  in  Brussels,  that  the  Germans  had 
drawn  Up  u  list  of  all  places  when-  German  i-unvnyn  nr  patmU 
had  been  attacked,  and  that  these  places  would  be  '  chastised  I 
He  added,  on  Oct.  5,  that  in  all  places  where  telegraphic  or  railway 
communications  had  been  destroyed,  the  inhabitants  would  he 
'  punished  without  pity,  tht  innocent  suffering  with  the  gudty: 
General  von  Lnttwitz. 
"  General  von  Liittwitz  condemned  a  Hclgiati  policeman 
named  Ryokere  to  five  years'  imprisonment  at  Brussels  on 
Oct.  25.  for  an  alleged  assault  on  a  German  soldier,  and  lined 
the  city  five  million  francs  for  his  '  crime,' 

"  After  proclamations  of  tho  kind  of  which  we  have  hero  given 
a  few  examples,  it  is  not  surprising  that  wo  should  have  found 
certain  cases  of  resistance  lo  German  authority.  These  pro- 
clamations prove  the  methodical  system  uf  barbarity  employed 
by  German  troops  who  wero  no  better  than  barbarians  and 
incendiaries.  We  shall  shortly  bo  sending  further  reports  n» 
other  districts. 

"  (Signed)  Cooueman  (President), 

CoaiTB  GonLET  d'Alviei.la  (Vice-President). 
C«EV  Ernst  de  Bru.nswyck  j  Secrotariea 
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HOW   GERMANY  HAS 

TREATED  BELGIUM. 

By  DR  ARTHUR  TACQU1N. 

One  ot  the  PbydcIuns-in-Ordiiiury  to  H.M.  tho  KIhr  ol  the  Belgians, 
Surgeon  in  the  lied  Cross  Ambulance  in  the  Roynt  Pnlnce  al  Brussels. 
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HAVE  PERSONALLY  SATISFIED  MYSELF  as  to  tlie 
truth  of  the  following  fncts,  which  are  fnirly  typical  of  the 
is  of  evidence  I  have  collected  : 
i  number  of  (owns  in  Belgium  have  been  systematically  and 
iBtroyed  after  having  been  pillaged, 
tvnical  cose.    This  little  town  was  unfortified 
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A  Funeral  Pyre. 
A  hoap  of  dead  bodies,  in  a  terrible  state,  was  piled  up, 
and  on  top  of  it  tho  German  officer  placed  a  little  child — 
alive,  mind  you— with  its  little  legs  wedged  in  by  the  corpses. 
Then  they  photographed  tho  gruesome  exhibit.  The  othei 
case  was  an  unhappy  mother,  who  bad  tied  to  the  street  will 
her  child  in  her  armB.  Sho  was  taken,  and  despite  he 
supplications,  her  baby  was  killed  before  her  eyes 
and  sho  was  made  to  bury  it  for  the  amusement  o 
the    soldiers    who    surrounded    her.      Cases    of  outrage 
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gun,  so  that  when  the  discharge  takes  place  the  concussion 
may  break  the  ear-drums  of  the  victims.  It  is  only  a  doctor 
who  can  realise  tho  excruciating  pain  and  refined  barbarity 
of  this  "treatment."  In  ono  case,  which  I  have  myself 
authenticated,  a  poor  Catholic  priest  was  stripped  naked 
and  tied  down  astride  ono  of  the  heavy  siege  guns.  He  died 
from  the  awful  shock  caused  by  the  terrific  detonation, 

German  Civilians  Help. 


Now,  I  am  not  squeamish.    I  have 

been  in  the  Belgian  Congo 

and  in  Morocco.    I  know  what  savi 

ges  are  capable  of.   As  a 

doctor  I  thought  1  knew  what  suffe 

ing  the  human  frame  can 

stand,  but  1  had  never  seen  militatiS 

m  gone  mad,  nor  known  to 

what  lengths  blood-lust  and  sadisu 

can  carry  a  whole  army. 

Tho  worse  feature  of  what  has  been 

done  in  Belgium  is  that  it 

has  nearly  all  been  dono  deliberal 

ely  and  scientifically,  and 

under  tho  eyes  of  the  higher  comi 

uand.    The  soldiers  aro  bu 

disciplined  that  these  outrages  occur 

only  when  they  are  ordered, 

not  for  military  reasons,  but  from  n 

desire  to  strike  terror  into 

the  hearts  of  the  Belgian  people  a 

nd  to  crush  their  spirit,  or 

sometimes  to  gratify  revenge,  more 

Eta-  •.  ly  t  :  SLtlaf?  the 

basest  instincts  of  sexual  savages. 

who  ordered  tho  systematic  pillage 

and  the  burning  of  all  the 

treasures  of  the  University  town  of  Louvain.    After  they  I 
seen  that  their  work  was  good  they  had  themselves  photogrupl 
in  tho  Town  Hull,  which  was  used  as  their  headquarters  ;  i 
this  photograph  is  here  reproduced.    Then  you  will  see  three 
German  civilian  tourists  visiting  Belgium  who  bad  themselves 
photographed,  revolvers  in  hand,  by  a  Belgian  photographer 
they  never  paid     In  many  cases  the  outrages  committed  by 
German  civilians  who  have  followed  in  the  woke  of  the  armies 


have  been  as  bad  and  as  mad  as  those  chargeable  to  the  soldiers. 
But  these  latter  wore  bad  enough.  During  the  bombardment  of 
tho  outer  ring  of  tho  Antwerp  forts  Belgian  infantry  made  a 
Bortie  to  try  to  prevent  the  German's  bringing  up  their  heavy 
guns.  Our  men  were  repulsed,  leaving  thirty-sis  wounded  on 
the  field  Another  sortie  the  next  day  was  more  successful,  and 
they  found  our  thirty-six  wounded  all  dead,  their  skulls  smashed 
by  tho  butts  of  the  rifles  of  German  regular  soldiers.  Photo- 
graphs were  taken  and  are  in  possession  of  the  Belgian  head- 
quarters staff.  Reptne  presB_ 

Shut  off  from  the  world  in  Brussels,  closely  watched  by  swarms 
of  German  spies,  wo  were  not  able  to  realise  what  was  happening 
the  country.  We  were  deprived  of  tho  services  of  tho  post, 
the  telephone,  tho  telegraph,  and  the  railway,  and  whatever 
ie  through  bad  been  twisted  and  perverted  by  the 
papers  who  had  bent  their  necks  to  the  yoke  of  Prussian 
ipotism.  These  infamous  sheets  never  breathed  a  word  of 
the  atrocities  committed  outside  the  capital  by  tho  barbarous 
hordes.  Hence  my  resolution  to  have  a  look  round  tho  country, 
oven  at  the  risk  of  being  shot,  or,  at  the  very  least,  being  sent 
to  a  German  fortress, 

A  Personal  Inspection. 
1  wanted  to  see  for  myself     I  wanted  to  gather  information 
from  the  very  mouths  of  the  survivors,  from  those  who  saw— in 
short  from  witnesses  who  Uved  to  tell  the  tale,  for  the  barbarians 
have'not  killed  every  Belgian,  and  there  are  still  a  few  left  to 
accuse  them  before  the  high  court  of  justice  and  history, 
wanted  to  see  those  widows  and  orphans.    I  wanted  to  talk 
with  thorn  on  the  scene  of  their  misfortunes,  on  the  ruins  of  their 
homes,  in  the  collars  where  they  had  sought  refuge,  where  tboy 
were  still  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  savages.    Surrounded  by 
smoking  debris,  1  wanted  to  reconstruct  in  my  mind  the  maf'-1"" 
ing,  the  horrible,  the  tragic  experiences  which  bad  fallen  t 
lot  of  those  who  Uved  to  guide  me  around  and  to  tell  me  :  "  Here 
fell  my  father  under  the  knife  of  the  slaughterer ;  over  there  is 
the  collar  into  whioh  he  had  fled  with  my  little  brother  in  his 
arms.    ...    On  this  spot  my  husband  was  killed  by  the 
savages.    .    .     "    Every  corner  of  these  mined  houBes,  whose 
blackened  gables  rise  in  a  mute  plaint  to  Heaven,  has  witnessed 
a  sombre  drama.    1  have  Been  those  children  whose  poor  little 
bodies  had  formed  a  living  rampart  for  the  gallant  battalions  of 
the  Kaiser.    They  showed  mo  how  they  had  marched,  thi ' 
arms  lifted  high  over  their  heads,  into  the  jaws  of  death  in  front 
of  the  fearless  German  soldiers.    But  the  French  spared  their 
young  lives,  ceasing  fire,  and  rather  losing  a  battle  than  killing 
'women  and  children.    And  the  same  heroic  TeutonB,  who  shielded 
themselves  behind  innocent  victims  like  redskins  on  the  warpath, 
decorated  with  the  Iron  Cross.    I  have  scon  it  swinging 
from  their  buttonholes,  the  miserable  bit  of  iron  with  which  the 
Emperor  rewards  the  crimes  of  his  barbarous  soldiers. 

Historic  Photographs. 
Eluding  the  strict  vigilance  of  tho  German  sentinel,  1  took 
photographs  of  those  henceforth  historic  places,  those  looted 
villages  of  which  nothing  remains  but  pieces  of  bricks  and  stones 
reduced  to  ashes  and  twisted  ironwork.    I  have  seen  Pompeii 
nd  Hercnlaneum,  but  if  two  thousand  years  have  passed  since 
heir  destruction,  both  these  towns  nre  in  a  better  state  of 
preservation  than,  for  instance,  Dinant  a  few  weeks  after  the 
German  armies  had  passed  through  it.    Confronted  with  these 
scenes  of  destruction,  terrible  beyond  human  imagination,  1 
found  it  impossible  to  analyse  what  I  felt,  such  was  my  mortifica- 
,ion.    A  thousand  thoughts  came  in  my  mind.    I  strove  in 
vain  to  imagine  the  frightful  spectacle  which  tho  burning  town 
must  have  offered.    The  tremendous  flames  whioh  made  the 
whole  valley  flare  up,  reflected  by  the  quiet  waters  of  the  river, 
tho  deafening  noise  of  tumbling  brickwork,  the  crackling  of 
burning  roofs  and  beams,  the  cries  of  the  inhabitants  mad  with 
terror,  the  shouts  of  the  German  barbarians,  the  bellowing  of 
animals  that  could  not  escape,  and,  over  all  this  pandemonium, 
the  sharp  cracks  of  the  rifles  and  machine  guns,  tho  bursting  of 
incendinrv  bombs,  and  tho  deep  booming  of  the  cannons  on  tho 
rocky  heights.    Nothing  more  tragic,  surely,  than  such  a  sight, 
which  must  have  surpassed  in  horror  tho  burying  of  those  Roman 
towns  by  Vesuvius  and  the  destruction  of  St   Pierre  do  la 
Martinique  by  the  eruption  of  Mont  Pelee.    These  ruins  are  lo 
longer  corpses  ;  they  are  the  skelotons  of  towns  and  villages,  and 
their  photographs  convey  but  a  very  poor  idea  of  the  tragio 
reality.    Those  scenes  ought  to  have  been  perpetuated  by  the 
cinematograph,  but  the  barbarians,  conscious  of  the  infamy  of 
their  deeds,  forbade  strictly  from  the  first  moment  they  entered 
Belgian  soil,  threatening  dire  punishment,  any  photographs  of  the 
savage  scenes  they  enacted.    This  constitutes  an  irreparable  loss 
for  the  history  of  humanity  and  for  civilisation,  for  these  photo- 
graphs would  have  been  such  an  embodiment  of  the  horrors  of 
that  the  mere  mention  of  war  would  have  made  the  nations 
of  the  future  tremble. 

Chaos  and  Ruins. 

In  order  to  enhance  still  more  the  sinister  char  a  oter  of  their  work 
of  devastation,  in  order  to  terrorise  still  more  the  population,  to 
indulge  still  more  in  thoir  lust  of  destruction  and  to  massacre 
with  greater  ease  the  inhabitants,  the  Germans  used  for  preference 
the  night  for  Betting  fire  to  towns  and  villages.  These  torches 
of  destruction  could  bo  seen  from  afar,  inspiring  terror  over  a 
wide  urea,  lighting  up  tho  path  of  the  Teuton  armies,  preceded 
by  the  renown  of  their  invincibility.  In  the  fields  near  Dinant 
the  Prussian  officers  lot  tho  peasant  women  see  tho  burning 
Dinant  through  their  field  glasses,  and  told  them  sneeringly, 
"  This  iB  beautiful,  is  it  not 't  That's  what  Belgium  has  to  pay 
fur  trying  to  stop  us  !  " 

Following  tho  trail  of  tho  German  army  across  Belgium, 
marked  throughout  with  ruins,  with  nameless  horror,  death,  and 
destruction,  tho  spectator  iB  stricken  with  awe.    Ib  it  possibl 
that  a  human  agency  could  work  so  much  destruction  in  so  short 
a  time  r    It  seems  as  if  wo  followed  the  path  of  a  wandering 
comet,  whioh,  defying  tho  laws  of  gravitation,  passed  too  near  the 
earth,  annihilating  everything  in  its  way.    Wo  have  an  impres- 
sion that  it  could  not  have  been  human  beingB  wbo  did  all  that, 
but  the  vandals  have  left  only  too  clear  traces  of  their  character  : 
they  have  not  only  destroyed,  but  looted  and  stolen,  and  the 
-  safes,  raked  out  and  turned  upside  down,  mark  where 
passed.    All   this   has    been    organised  systematically, 
llously,   and    scientifically.    Tho   following   is  a  short 
sketch  of  tho  German  procedure  for  destroying  profitably  and 
with  little  risk  an  open  defenceless  town. 


Organised  Murder. 

A  few  .mounted  men  outer  tho  town ;  they  proceed  on  the 
hortest  way  to  tho  town  hall,   where  they  encounter  the 
tutborities.    Ono  of  them  speaks  French,  generally  a  waiter,  a 
barber,  or  commeroia!  traveller,  who  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
vith  the  town,  and  sometimes  even  with  the  authorities,  thanks 
■o  having  lived  on  the  apot,  making  a  profitable  combination  of 
orkiug  and  Bpying.    He  announces  that  the  main  body  of  the 
■oops  is  about  to  arrive,  assures  the  authorities  of  their  perfectly 
aeific  sentiments,  and  asks  that  the  population  should  be 
..iformed  by  tho  town  orier  that  nobody  would  do  any  harm  to 
them,  and  that  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  lodge  the  soldiers  and 
supply  them  with  food. 

A  little  later  motor-oars  arrive,  amongst  them  vehicles  with 
drawn  blinds  full  of  officers  and  armed  soldiers.  The  officers 
go  to  the  town  hall,  an  armed  guard  is  stationed  at  the  door, 
the  authorities  are  arrested  and  detained  as  hostages.  Woe  to 
them,  they  aro  made  responsible  for  the  good  behaviour  of  their 
town  ;  let  but  one  civilian  fire  a  shot  and  they  will  be  shot. 
Tho  officers  proceed  to  appropriate  the  funds  in  hand  at  the 
town  hall ;  they  order  the  safes  to  be  opened.  Very  soon  the 
main  body  of  the  troops  arrives ;  they  spread  over  the  town. 
Tboy  rifle  the  tobacconist's  shops,  invade  inns  and  taverns.  All 
at  once  a  few  shots  are  heard  ;  general  uproar.  Under  the 
threat  of  being  shot  the  inhabitants  are  ordered  to  leave  their 
houses  as  quickly  as  ever  possible.  Soldiers,  revolvers  in  hand, 
run  from  house  to  house,  shooting  through  tho  windows  and  the 
gratings  of  the  cellars.  Thoy  force  everybody  to  come  out  into 
the  open — women,  children,  oged  people,  invalids,  sick  people ; 
nobody  is  spared.  Like  animals,  they  are  roughly  put  in  droves 
and  taken  to  the  railway  station,  or  whatever  big  building  there 
may  be.  They  aro  told  that  civilians  have  fired  on  soldiers,  and 
that  they  are  going  to  be  shot  in  expiation.  The  unhappy 
innocent' beings  get  mad  with  fear  ;  nobody  amongst  them  has 
fired  a  shot.  They  are  all  honourable  citizens,  including  members 
of  the  best  olassea.  At  Lou  vain— surely  the  most  tragic  irony 
of  Fate— a  member  of  the  Hague  Peace  Conference  found  himself 
lused  like  the  reat.  The  men  are  now  separated  from  the 
men  and  children  ;  most  of  them  aro  led  to  the  wall  of  execu- 
tion, and  a  maohine  gun  mows  them  down.  The  remainder  are 
entrained  in  cattle  trucks  and  taken  to  Germany,  where  they  aro 
accused  of  being  evildoers  of  the  worst  description,  and  cruelly 
treated  by  all  parts  of  the  population. 

Loot  for  Germany- 
While  the  inhabitants  are  thus  hunted  down,  and  while  some 
of  them  fly  in  all  directions,  the  looting  of  their  houses  takes 
place  systematically.  Motor-vans,  furniture  vans,  and  vehicles 
ef  all  descriptions  go  from  door  to  door,  as  if  it  was  moving  day. 
Everything  of  value,  furniture,  pianos,  workB  of  art,  paintings, 
and  goodB  of  all  descriptions,  are  taken  away  and  dispatched  to 
Germany  on  the  military  railways.  A  striking  illustration  of 
this  is  given  in  a  letter  found  on  the  body  of  a  dead  German 
officer.  His  wife  says  in  this  letter  :  "  I  have  safely  received  the 
beautiful  furniture  you  sent  me,  but  I  still  want  a  grand  for  my 
drawing  room.  .  .  ."  If  a  house  ia  locked  a  few  atrokes  with 
an  axe  soon  opens  it.  Thus  you  may  aee  at  Malines  and  Louvain 
superbly  carved  doors  of  oak,  the  panels  of  which  have  been 
knocked  in.  Where  it  is  impossible  to  get  through  the  door  the 
thieves  enter  by  the  windows.  They  Bmash  shop  windows, 
throw  the  goods  into  the  streets,  and  destroy  everything  they 
cannot  take.  They  break  the  windows  and  the  crockery,  pour 
paraffin  over  eatables,  and  let  whole  barrels  full  of  beer  run  into 
the  gutter  if  they  have  not  got  time  to  drink  it ;  in  short,  they 
destroy  everything  for  the  sheer  pleasure  of  destroying  and 
causing  harm.  Redskins  coming  down  on  the  farm  of  a  squatter 
eould  not  do  better.  Wine  cellars  recoive  a  particularly  great 
share  of  attention  at  the  bands  of  the  plundering  thieves. 


Scientific  Burglary. 

They  have  several  methods  for  opening  safes.    The  first  of 
them  is  the  simplest  of  all ;  it  consists  in  holding  a  revolver  under 
the  nose  of  tho  proprietor.    But  this  method  is  not  always 
successful ;  in  several  banking  establishments,  for  instance,  the 
managers  refused  categorically,  preferring  to  die     The  oxyhydrio 
lamp  is  employed  for  choice  by  the  thieves ;  locks  are  thus  cut 
out  in  a  few  moments,  giving  free  access  to  the  contents.  Another 
method  consists  in  bursting  the  door  open  by  means  of  a  dynamite 
cartridge.    They  also  uae  hammer  and  chisel.    After  the  looting 
set  to  tho  houses,  and  for  this  part  of  the  business  tho 
armies  of  the  Kaiser  have  special  companies  called  the  "  In- 
cendiary Companies."    These  soldiera  are  pastmasters  in  the 
art  of  starting  the  conflagration  of  a  house  in  a  few  moments. 
They  are  provided  for  this  purpose  with  special  bombs,  which 
they  throw  through  the  windows  into  the  rooms  ;  they  also  carry 
,11  paatilles  composed  of  picrato  of  potasBium.  Furthermore, 
they  are  armed  with  rifle3  that  throw  burning  fuBes.    There  is 
method  in  then:  way  of  working,  as  the  following  will  show. 
Certain  soldiers  armed  with  axes  go  from  houBe  to  house,  and 
make  little  holes  in  the  doors ;  others  follow  and  push  a  strip  of 
celluloid  through  these  holes  ;  a  third  lot  pour  paraffin  or  petrol 
over  it  all,  and  last  of  all  come  those  who  set  fire  to  the  celluloid. 
The  whole  house  ia  very  soon  in  flames ;  lamentable  cries  ring 
out  from  those  who  have  taken  refuge  in  the  cellars  and  cannot 
escape.    Others  who  have  got  away  aro  thrown  back  into  th» 
flames  without  mercy.    Thus  soldiers  have  been  seen  throwing 
little  children  into  the  flames  in  the  presence  of  their  mothers, 
nearly  demented  with  grief.    And  all  that  took  place  under  the 
eyes  of  the  officers  who  commanded  their  men  to  do  such 
atrocious  deeds. 

Policy  of  "Prightfulneas. 

The  pretext  given  for  these  misdeeds  is  always  tho  same : 
German  soldiers  have  been  fired  on  by  civilians.  It  haB  been 
proved  at  Louvain  that  it  was  the  German  soldiers  themselves 
who  killed  each  other ;  but  nevertheless  the  innocent  civilian 
lopulation  had  to  suffer  terrible  reprisals  without  any  kind  of 
preliminary  investigation.  In  other  case3  soldiers  of  the  Belgian 
or  the  Allied  armies  had  offered  energetic  resistance  in  certain 
towns  and  villages.  For  that  the  German  troops  took  systematic 
revenge  on  the  civilian  population  ;  but  thoir  secret  purpose  was 
also  to  terrorise  tho  inhabitants  into  impeding  tho  military 
operations  of  tho  defending  troops.  Thus  whenever  thoy 
bombard  an  open  town  which  contains  hostile  troops,  the 
population  flies,  obstructing  the  roads.  The  confusion  resulting 
from  the  precipitate  flight  of  thousands  of  people  who  carry 
along  with  them  whatever  they  can  on  all  sorts  of  vehicles  greatly 
hinders  tho  movements  of  troops  with  artillery  and  transports. 
A  closer  study  of  German  proceedings  in  Belgium  soon  leads 


Feb.  13,  1916— No.  3242. 


THE  FIELD,  THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN'S  NEWSPAPER. 


[Supplement.] — Vli 


to  the  discovery  that  all  their  atrocious  deeds  have  been  pre- 
meditated aud  planned  a  long  time  beforehand,  that  they  are 
but  parts  of  a  Machiavellian  scheme,  the  one  and  only  end  of 
which  is  to  crush  their  enemies.  The  sacking  of  Dinunt  is 
without  a  doubt  the  triumph  of  Prussian  savagery  ;  it  would 
require  a  whole  book  to  give  its  full  history. 

A  Scene  of  Desolation. 
Arriving  from   Namur  through  the  charming  valley  of  the 
Meuse,  well  known  to  the  English  tourist,  I  am  thunderstruck 
at  the  Bight  of  the  vast  heap  of  ruins  that  Bpreads  before  my  eyes. 
Is  that  all,  then,  that  is  left  of  the  joyous  town,  where  it  was  so 
good  to  take  a  rest  in  tho  summer  time  ?    Now  she  is  dead  an 
infinite  sadness  hangs  over  the  ruins.    What  a  disaster  1    I  find 
it  diffioult  to  find  my  way  among  the  streets  strewn  with  the 
ruins  of  the  burnt-out  houses.    There  is  nothing  to  show  the  sites 
of  the  private  houses,  shops,  and  hotels  I  used  to  know,    I  make 
my  way,  climbing  over  mountains  of  debris,  towards  the  chai 
country  house  of  an  old  friend  of  mine,  Dr  - — -.    It  is  entirely 
in  ruins ;  nothing  remains  but  gaunt-looking  pieces  of  wall, 
rising  spectre-like  from  the  banks  of  the  Meuse.    Luckily  the 
proprietor  has  been  able  to  tly  before  the  walls  threatened  to 
crush  him  in  their  fall.    Among  the  ruins  I  do  not  meet  anybody 
but  women  and  children  in  mourning,  who  walk  about  in  a  sai 
aimless  fashion,  like  shades  that  have  returned  from  the  beyond 
the  entire  male  population  has  been  shot  or  taken  into  German 
captivity.    But  German  soldiers,  happy  and  well  satisfied  with 
their  work,  come  and  go,  armed  to  the  teeth,  as  if  they  feared 
acts  of  revenge  by  the  few  miserable  survivors  who  have  entered 
again  the  houses  spared  accidentally.    And — height  of  irony — 
sentinels  with  bayonets  guard  the  ruined  town.    At  each  step 
women  and  children  speak  to  me  and  tell  me  of  the  terrible 
scenes  they  have  witnessed.    "  We  have  no  longer  a  home,  no 
longer  a  family ;  '  they '  have  killed  all  our  friends."  Thi 
unhappy  creatures  lead  me  to  the  places  of  execution,  where 
their  fathers,  their  brothers  have  been  shot ;  the  walls  against 
which  they  have  been  lined  up  show  still  the  bloodstains  and 
the  traces  of  the  bullets,  which  have  smashed  brioks  and  stone. 
People  show  me  the  traces  of  tho  projeotiles  in  the  gratings  of 
the  cellars  through  which  the  soldiers  massacred  from  the  street 
those  inhabitants  that  had  sought  refuge  in  their  basements. 
There  is  not  a  single  spot  in  the  town  but  has  witnessed  a  bloody 
drama.    A  young  man  tells  me,  "  They  have  knocked  in  thi 
door  of  our  house,  my  father  gets  killed  in  the  ball,  a  bullet  hits 
my  mother  in  the  chest ;  the  madmen  enter  the  kitchen,  they 
butcher  my  grandfather  in  his  easy  chair,  my  grandmother  sinks 
down  in  the  corner  with  a  smashed  skull.    I  alone  succeed  ii 
esoaping  across  the  roofs."    The  widow  of  Desire  Quoillon  (who 
has  been  shot)  leads  me  to  her  little  house,  which  by  a  luck; 
chance  has  not  been  burnt  down.    Everything  has  been  sacked 
there  are  traces  of  bullets  everywhere  in  the  ceilings,  the  walls, 
and  the  doors  ;  the  mirror  over  tho  fireplace  has  been  smashed, 
as  well  as  tho  window  panes.    When  the  Germans  enter  a  house 
it  goes  by  itself  that  they  fire  rifle  and  revolver  shots, 
small  room  on  tho  first  floor  I  see  a  big  puddle  of  blood  ;  somebody 
has  been  killed  here,  but  who  will  ever  remain  unknown 
a  mysterious  tragedy,  as  the  inhabitants  of  this  house  had 
flown.    I  have  found  flattened  German  bullets  in  the  walls. 
Barbarous  Cruelty. 
Tho  following  fact,  chosen  from  among  thousands  of  similar 
ones,  may  give  an  idea  of  the  raffinement  of  unheard-of  cruelty 
with  which  tho  Germans  pursued  their  work  of  destruction. 
M.  Poncelet,  a  factory  proprietor,  who  had  revived  at  Dinant 
the  old  craft  of  wrought  copper,  well  known  under  the  name  of 
Dinandorie,  was  killed  under  particularly  atrocious  circumstances. 
Torn  away  from  his  home,  he  was  dragged  into  the  street  in 
spite  of  the  supplication  of  his  wife  and  his  numerous  children, 
who  cried  out :  "  Have  pity  on  our  father  !    Do  not  kill  him  ; 
he  is  innocent !  "    The  unhappy  man  implored  tho  officer  in 
command  to  take  him  further  away  in  order  to  spare  his  dear 
ones  the  spectacle  of  his  execution.    "  No,  no ;  here  in  front  of 
your  wife  and  your  children  !  "  was  the  answer  given,  and  a  shot 
laid  him  out  in  the  street.    Such  is  tho  character  of  the  Prussian 
officers  brought  up  according  to  the  principles  of  "  German 
Kultur."  The  Day  of  Vengeailce> 

I  had  the  good  luck  to  meet  at  Dinant  a  local  doctor  who  had 
escaped  with  his  life,  thanks  to  a  lucky  chance,  although  he  had 
been  hit  by  several  bullets.  He  had  witnessed  scenes  of  unheard- 
of  atrocity  of  which  ho  had  much  to  tell  me.  It  was  be  who 
undertook  the  exhumation  of  hundreds  of  civilians  that  bad  been 
shot.  In  one  grave  into  which  the  Germans  had  thrown  anyhow 
hundreds  of  corpses  of  men,  women,  and  children,  he  also  found 
the  head  of  a  cow,  entrails  of  slaughtered  animals,  and  tho 
remainder  of  a  meal.  Such  was  the  respect  those  savages  had  for 
the  dead.  After  the  victims  of  German  savagery  had  been  given 
a  burial  as  it  befits  human  beings,  those  who  had  undertaken 
the  exhumation  established  lists  of  the  dead,  for  the  purposes  of 
future  municipal  records.  These  lists  were  printed  and  sent 
round  for  the  benefit  of  relatives.  The  German  authorities, 
however,  made  haste  to  do  away  with  these  official  proofs  of 
their  brutality.  By  means  of  posters  (of  which  a  specimen  is 
reprinted  in  these  oolumns)  they  oompolled  all  those  who  had 
such  lists  to  give  them  up.  There  is  abundant  proof  to  show 
that  the  German  authorities  realiso  the  evil  they  do  ;  and  very 
often  they  use  the  most  childish  means  in  order  to  delay  the 
day  of  vengeance  which  will  overtake  them  for  their  crimes. 

Tne  Hunt  for  Money. 

Under  no  circumstances  have  tho  German  armies  missed  a 
chance  of  appropriating  by  all  sorts  of  means  the  property  of 
Belgian  citizens.  At  Dinant  they  had  crowded — in  accordance 
with  the  rules  issued  by  their  general  staff — hundreds  of  women 
and  children  into  tho  monastery  of  the  White  Fathers.  Being 
convinced  that  the  unfortunate  beings  had  taken  some  money 
with  them  in  their  flight,  officers  in  command  of  a  detachment 
of  soldiers  order  a  gun  to  be  put  into  position  in  the  courtyard. 
They  tell  the  abbot  that  they  would  spare  the  women  against 
payment  of  u'O.OOOfr.  Being  threatened  with  death,  tho 
poor  creatures  give  up  all  they  have,  the  monks  add  what  they 
possess,  and  thus  they  make  up  between  them  15,000  francs, 
which  tho  robbers  accept  after  much  cynical  bargaining.  They 
go  and  take  away  their  gun  that  only  served  as  a  scarecrow  and 
roturn  to  their  lairs  like  tho  Moroccan  mountaineers  who 
descend  into  the  plains  during  their  thieving  expeditious.  It  is 
evident  that  the  spirit  of  the  Prussian  officers  is  the  same  as 
that  of  tho  mediaeval  Banditti,  who  swooped  down  from 
their  castles  in  order  to  pluck  the  peasants.  Tho  civilinns  of 
Dinant  who  were  taken  to  Germany  were  compelled  during  the 


journey  by  terrible  threats  to  give  up  all  they  had,  altogether 
!00,000fr.     It  is  one   of  tho  foremost   occupations  of  the 
German  authorities  in  Belgium  to  squeeze  money  out  of  the 
nfortunate  population.    After  having  emptied  tho  safes  of  the 
municipalities,  banks,  and  private  individuals,    after  having 
inflicted  the  payment  of  overwhelming  contributions  on  towns 
id  provinces,  after  having  deprived  the  population  of  all  their 
possessions,  they  fall  now  back  on  tho  most  unworthy  tricks  in 
order  to  got  money  out  of  them.    People  of  high  standing  are 
imprisoned  under  all  sort3  of  pretexts,  and  are  released  after 
payment  of  ransom.    The  passports  which  are  insisted  on  by 
them  for  anyone  who  travels  round  the  country  have  been  made 
source  of  income  for  the  Germans.    They  burden  with  exorbi- 
tant taxes  certain  foodstuffs,  necessities  of  life,  such  as  milk,  &c. 
Music  and  Insults. 
And  everywhere  it  iB  the  same  ;  what  one  sees  at  Dinant,  ont 
also  sees  at  Louvain  and  at  Aerschot,  and  at  Tamincs,  and  ever 
in  the  smallest  villages ;  the  German  armies  have  behaved  lik< 
hordes  of  barbarians,  and  the  evidence  against  them  is  over 
whelming.    While  I  talk  to  my  confrere  trainloads  of  aoldien 
from  Germany,  destined  for  tho  front,  enter  the  station  of 
Dinant.    Leaning  out  from  the  windows  of  their  compartments 
these  young  robber  apprentices  shout  frantic  "  Hurrahs"  at  the 
sight  of.the  work  done  by  the  heroes  that  had  come  before  them. 
One  Sunday  morning  I  was  present  at  the  following  painful 
scene.    At  about  eleven  o'clock  the  sad  remainders  of  Dinant') 
population,  chiefly  women  aud  children  in  mourning,  came  back 
from  High  Mass,  which  had  been  said  in  the  ruins  of  tho  church 
At  this  moment  a  German  musical  society  stattcd  to  play  circus 
tunes  suoh  as  one  may  hear  in  Hagenbcck's  menagerie  at 
Hamburg.    There  was  something  inexpressibly  sinister  in  this 
gay  music,  which  was  echoed  back  by  tho  ruins  of  tho  con 
flagrated   town.    Not  satisfied   with   having   massacred  tho 
population,  the  monsters  insulted  those  whose  bitter  pain 
tragic  to  behold.    And  in  the  evenings  when  tho  orphans 
gathered  round  a  hearth  without  firo  for  the  want  of  something 
to  burn,  lamenting  their  dead  and  the  loss  of  all  that  they  loved 
most,  the  German  soldiers  enjoyed  themselves,  filled  themselves 
with  wine  and  beer  and  bawled  their  infamous  "  Wacht  am 
Rhein  "  all  through  the  streets,  interlarded  with  never-endini 
"  Hurrahs."    Thus  tho  Germans  respect  the  grief  of  their 
fellow-beings.    What  should  be  the  punishment  of  such 
debased  race  ?    There  is  but  one,  destruction. 

The  Retribution  Coming1. 
The  women  of  Dinant  lament  their  dead,  but  their  sons  at 
the  front  will  avenge  them.  And  when  this  moment  shall 
arrive,  when  the  Allie3  shall  drive  the  German  hordes  befon 
them,  when  the  Belgian  and  French  soldiers  shall  come  ba< 
to  their  destroyed  villages,  when  their  wives  shall  tell  them  what 
they  have  suffered,  when  they  shall  see  the  grave  of  their  fathers 
and  of  their  children  wantonly  massacred,  shall  they  not  makt 
au  oath  over  their  poor  graves  to  exact  from  those  brutes  the 
most  terrible  vengeance  imaginable  ?  And  who  is  bold  enough 
to  say  they  should  not  do  so  t  Whoever  has  seen  the  devastation 
wrougbt  by  tho  Germans  in  Belgium  must  cherish  in  hi3  inmost 
heart  to  tho  end  of  his  days  an  unquenchable  hatred  for  this 
I  unclean  raco,  a  hatred  that  nothing  can  soften.  Tho  Germans 
have  forged  with  their  own  hands  tho  instrument  for  their 
punishment.  With  their  bestial  lack  of  conscience  they  do  not 
realise  the  retribution  which  awaits  them.  Their  awakening  will 
be  terrible,  and  no  human  power  will  he  able  to  save  them  from 
the  punishment  of  their  crimes.  Such  will  be  the  downfall  of 
the  Germans  as  no  nation  in  history  has  ever  experienced  before. 
Ruin  in  Retreat. 
Tho  Belgians  who  have  stayed  in  their  country  five  under  a 
reign  of  terror,  oppressed  by  the  sense  of  their  insecurity  and 
exposed  to  tho  anonymous  denunciations  of  the  German  spies 
that  thrive  everywhere  and  watch  them  closely.  Tho  peasants 
who  still  own  a  cow  or  a  pig  must  fear  from  day  to  day  to  have 
it  stolen.  For  this  reason  most  of  them  have  sold  their  livestock, 
for  which,  moreover,  they  have  no  more  fodder.  But  what 
they  fear  most  is  a  German  retreat,  for  the  Germans  have  sworn 
to  leave  a  desert  behind  them  should  they  be  forced  to  move 
from  Belgium.  The  Palais  de  Justice  and  the  Gare  du  Nord  at 
Bruxelles,  and  other  big  buildings,  are  undermined.  The 
frontiers  are  closed  ;  it  is  impossible  to  take  flight,  and  to  give 
up  one's  house  means  to  condemn  it  to  be  sacked  and  looted. 
And  in  order  to  provent  the  Belgians  from  leaving  their  country 
the  Germans  inflict  heavy  penalties  on  all  who  are  away. 
The  Sack  of  Louvain. 
What  shall  I  say  about  Louvain  ?  To  describe  fully  what 
this  unfortunate  town  has  suffered  would  go  far  beyond  the 
frame  of  this  article.  The  fate  of  the  university  and  the  library 
that  have  been  burned  down,  and  of  those  quarters  of  the  town 
that  have  been  demolished  is  well  known.  The  sufferings 
endured  by  Louvain's  population,  hunted  down  with  rifle  shots 
and  sent  to  Germany  in  cattle  trucks  has  been  described  before. 
Is  it  equally  well  known  that  the  gentle  mothers  of  fair  Germany 
spat  in  the  faces  of  their  Belgian  sisters  !  But,  in  any  case,  I 
must  describe  the  orgy  that  took  place  on  the  Place  du  Peuple. 
This  pretty  spot  is  planted  with  trees  and  surrounded  by 
imposing  modern  houses.  On  some  summer  evening  tho 
German  soldiers,  after  having  looted  all  tho  hotels,  drugged 
tables,  chairs,  and  couches  out  into  tho  open  and  settled  down 
to  huge  quantities  of  food,  barrels  of  beer,  at 
women  of  the  town  were  requisitioned  and  ai 
the  most  unbridled  licentiousness,  trampling  underfoot  all 
morality,  was  soon  in  full  Bwing.  An  orchestra  played  danco 
tunes,  and  a  ball  was  improvised.  In  order  to  give  to  this  orgy 
the  frame  suitable  to  their  character,  the  savages  set  firo  to  all 
the  houses  round  the  square.  In  the  light  of  tho  huge  lluuies  of 
this  gigantic  brasier  these  modern  demons  enacted  a  scene  of  truly 

Inhuman  Tortures, 


All  luose 
od  by 


infernal  character. 

The  instinctive  cruelty  of  the  German  soldiers  instigates  thorn 
to  novel  kinds  of  tortures  unknown  at  the  time  of  tho  Inquisition. 
At  Dinant  after  the  executions  they  left  wounded  men  lying 
until  the  following  day  among  tho  heap  of  corpses,  never  troubling 
about  them.  A  young  fellow  who  was  nut  bit  feigned  to  be 
dead  under  tho  corpses  of  his  parents  ;  that  is  how  ho  saved  his 
life.  At  Namur  tho  corpses  of  the  civilians  interred  at  Asty 
Moulin  were  found  with  their  abdomen  cut  open.  In  numerous 
places  tho  citizens  were  forced  to  dig  their  own  graves  before  thoy 
were  shot,  and  had  to  lino  up  along  the  edge  until  the  shots  of 
the  firing  party  made  them  full  backwards  inside  these  graves. 
At  Spontin  peasants  had  a  long  rope  tied  round  their  necks  and 
their  hands  fastened  behind  their  backs  ;  thus  they  were  led 


through  the  country,  the  soldiers  giving  cruel  pulls  to  tho  rope 
and  then  shooting  them.    At  Hofstade  thoy  hanged  an  old  man 
filing,  whore  the  lamp  used  to  hang.  At  Dinant  they 
wedged  a  little  child  on  tho  top  of  a  heap  of  corpses.  At  Dinant, 
mother  saw  her  child  killed  before  her  eyes,  and  the 
soldiers  compelled  the  unhappy  woman  to  bury  the  child  in 
their  presence.    At  Quarregnon  and  at  Bouges,  near  Namur, 
■tillerymen  tied  civilians  to  their  big  Biege  guns  that  are  dis- 
charged from  a  diBtanco  by  means  of  an  electric  contact.  The 
terrific  detonation  burst  the  ear  drums  of  the  unfortunate  men, 
who  had  to  suffer  atrocious  pains.    At  Bertrix  they  shot  a  young 
man  and  a  young  girl  in  tho  presence  of  their  parents  ;  afterwards 
they  stripped  the  corpses  completely,  tied  them  together,  wrapped 
them  in  straw,  and  set  fire  to  the  whole.    At  Andenue  M.  Walgraff  o 
had  first  his  ears  cut  off  ;  ho  was  then  drenched  with  paraffin 
and  thrown  into  his  burning  house.    A  priest  was  tied  naked  to 
gun  in  the  presence  of  the  women  of  his  pariah,  and  left  there 
bile  the  big  pieco  was  being  discharged.    But  enough  of  these 
atrocities  now  !    To  recount  them  all  would  fill  a  big  volume. 

Were  there  but  material  losses  wo  have  to  complain  of  wo 
might  console  ourselves  partly  with  the  thought  that  when  our 
trial  is  over  Germany,  beaten,  would  have  to  foot  the  bill  with 
compound  interest.  But  there  are  irreparablo  losses  which  all 
the  gold  in  the  world  cannot  make  good.  There  are  the  massacres 
of  inoffensive  populations,  killed  with  a  truly  perverse  refinement 
of  cruelty.  There  is  the  flower  of  our  gallant  Army,  gone  to 
death  while  defending  the  native  soil  against  the  brutal  and 
unjustifiable  attack  of  a  formidable  neighbour.  There  are  all 
these  widows  and  orphans  deprived  of  their  moral  and  material 
support ;  their  fathers,  their  husbands  whom  they  saw  being 
shot  under  their  very  eyes.  Think  of  tho  powerless  rage  of  these 
unhappy  beings  at  the  ineroy  of  those  savage  brutes  ! 

The  Sufferings  of  Women. 
No  amount  of  money  can  compensate,  no  pity  can  console 
those  miserable  women  who  have  not  only  had  to  suffer  tho 
horrors  of  violation,  but  will,  in  some  cases,  see  their  agony 
prolonged  in  the  reproduction  of  the  detested  barbarian  ;  or  will, 
in  others,  suffer  all  their  lives  from  the  loathsome  contagion 
thus  incurred.  This  is  one  reason  why  we  have  to  distinguish 
between  what  has  happened  in  this  war  and  tho  cases  of  rapo 
whioh  have  been  unfortunately  but  too  common  in  other  cam- 
paigns ;  the  second  is  the  additional  cruelties  deliberately  inflicted 
by  the  depraved  vice  of  the  invaders,  not  of  private  soldiers 
only,  but  of  officers  as  well.  In  Brussels  the  Burgomaster  Max 
himself  had  to  interfere  to  put  an  end  to  the  revolting  orgies  of 
German  officers  in  the  Restaurants  on  the  Boulevards  of  tho  City. 
At  Charleroi  similar  scenes  took  place,  and  the  officers  did  not 
even  trouble  to  olose  the  curtaina  that  might  have  screened  their 
actions  from  those  on  the  outside  of  the  houses.  Even  women 
who  were  enceinte  were  not  spared ;  and  the  added  torture  of  the 
presence  of  their  husbands  and  children  was  by  no  means  rare. 
A  father  was  compelled  to  look  on  at  Op-den-Berg,  near 
Raemsdonck,  while  ten  German  soldiers  worked  their  hideous 
will  on  his  daughters.  In  a  country  house  near  Antwerp  the 
owner  had  dono  all  he  could  to  servo  his  hosts  with  what  they 
wanted.  At  dinner  he  was  lashed  to  a  chair  while  his  two 
daughters  were  stripped  and  made  to  servo  tho  dinner  naked. 
When  tho  officers  had  dono  with  them  the  wretched  girls  were 
thrown  to  the  troops.  One  committed  suicide  and  tho  other 
went  mad.  Now  it  is  easier,  perhaps,  to  understand  why  bo 
many  husbands  and  fathers  fled  to  England  with  their  woman- 
kind, fled  anywhere  to  escape  the  brutalities  of  these  apostles 
of  Culture.  Now  it  is  easier,  perhaps,  to  realiso  tho 
inextinguishable  thirst  for  vengeance  which  has  inspired  overy 
Belgian  (and  every  Frenchman,  too)  who  can  fight,  or  help  to 
fight,  these  inhuman  and  atrocious  wretches.  This  is  why  f  have 
thought  it  right  to  speak  out  even  in  this  newspaper  about  facts 
which  are  generally  not  printed.  But  remember,  all  you  English- 
men, that  if  tho  Germans  ever  can  invade  your  country  this  is 
what  they  will  do  to  Englishwomen.  It  is  to  mako  you  under- 
stand this  that  I  have  written,  so  that  you,  who  may  never 
have  to  suffer  what  we  have  suffered,  shall  never  weaken  in  your 
noble  task  of  joining  us  in  the  defeat,  tho  utter  destruction  of 
the  Germans.  And  I  would  have  tho  whole  world  know  these 
things,  too.  I  may  seem  to  have  said  much,  but  I  have  given 
only  a  few  typical  examples;  I  have  written  but  a  hundredth 
part  of  Belgium's  sufferings  from  tho  Huns  ;  but  I  think  I  have  at 
least  proved  tho  necessity  for  stopping  the  possibility  of  any 
repetition  of  such  crimes  against  womanhood  and  humanity  as 
they  have  so  Bhumelessly  committed.  Let  us  see  to  it  thut  never 
again  shall  they  have  an  army  to  repeat  them. 

The  Death-Agony. 
Those  never  ending  stories  of  looting,  murder,  and  incendiarism 
begin  in  the  end  to  become  wearisome.  Tho  public  who  hears 
them  repeated  every  day  gets  used  to  them  ;  suoh  is  tho  human 
mind.  They  should  be  taken  to  tho  spots  where  thoy  took  place. 
But  once  English  tourists  and  those  of  other  nations  will  be  able 
to  inspect  the  work  of  the  devastation  wrought  by  the  German 
armies  it  will  be  too  late,  the  deed  will  be  beyond  remedy.  But 
now  while  there  13  still  time  let  us  fill  our  minds  with  the  terrible 
truth  and  take  urgent  steps  to  prevent  for  over  the  occurrence 
of  a  situation  suoh  as  humanity  has  never  known  before.  The 
evil  must  be  arrested  without  further  delay  in  order  to  avoid 
still  greater  calamities.  Since  it  is  only  forco  which  uounts  in 
suoh  situations,  all  civilised  nations  should  hasten  to  pronounce 
their  veto  and  to  warn  tho  Germans  to  stop  their  iniquitous  ways 
lest  international  measures  should  bo  taken  against  them. 

In  tho  name  of  human  civilisation  throughout  this  world  1 
would  address  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  neutral  states  on  behalf 
of  poor  gallant  Belgium,  who  has  staked  her  life  for  honour  and 
civilisation.  Her  sacrifice  is  great  enough.  After  the  devasta- 
tions, tho  fires,  the  looting,  and  tho  massacres  a  terrible  famine 
is  spreading  all  over  tho  country,  squeezed  dry  by  tho  terrible 
invader.  They  tear  the  bread  from  the  children's  cmnith  mid 
send  it  to  Germany.  Before  long  theso  unfortunate  beings, 
exhausted  by  privations,  will  fall  a  prey  to  terrible  epidemics, 
which  wilt  smite  those  who  have  not  been  killed  by  the  Germans. 
Is  it  right  to  watch  thus  impassively  the  agony  of  a  gallant  nat  i-  a 
whose  praises  have  been  aung  by  tho  whole  world  ?  Neutral 
nations,  ore  you  not  afraid  of  tho  judgment  of  history  ?  Conni  t 
you  see  that  your  passive  neutrality  assists  tho  barbarians  who 
would  destroy  civilisation,  and  that  your  cold-blooded  looking  cu 
makes  you  their  accomplices  *  Would  it  cost  you  so  much  to 
unite,  to  read  the  law  to  these  bandits,  and  to  warn  them  to 
respect  the  most  elementary  rights  of  humanity  ?  Bo  quick,  for 
morev's  sake,  for  Belgium  moans  in  tho  throes  of  an  agony  that 


1  not  last  much  longer. 


Ajt-rnon  Tacquin. 
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SOME    BELGIAN  PROCLAMATIONS 

SHOWING   THE  CARE   TAKEN    BY   THE   AUTHORITIES  TO    DEFINE   THE   ATTITUDE   OF  CIVILIANS. 


VILLE  DE  DINANT 


II  est  rappele  aux  inte= 
resses  detenteurs  des  listes 
d'exhumes  (Serie  A)  que 
celles  =  ci  doivent  rentrer 
SANS  AUCUN  DELAI  a 
I'Hotel  de  Ville. 

Des  mesures  rigoureu= 
ses  pourraient  etre  prises 
contre  ceux  qui  n'obtem= 
pereraient  pas  a  cet  ordre 
formel  de  TAUTORITE 
ALLEMANDE. 

A  Dinant,  le  20  Octobre  1914. 
Le  Bourgmestre  ff.,  Fr.  BR1BOS1A. 


Imprimerie  adininist  ative  F.  JANUS  Dinant. 


BELGIAN     PBOCLAM  ATION    PUT    UP  IN 
DINANT. 

TOWN  OF  DINANT. 
All  holders  of  lists  o(  exhumed  persons  (.Series  A)  are  reminded 
that  these  HstB  should  be  handed  in  forthwith  at  the  Town  Hall . 
It  1b  probable  tbat  severe  stops  will  be  taken  against  all  those 
who  do  not  conform  with  tliiB  categorical  order  of  the  German 
Authority, 

Dinant,  Oct.  20,  1014.       Fit.  BnuiosiA,  Acting  Burgomaster. 

The  Germans  were  particularly  anxious  that  no  lists  of  the 
bodies  of  the  victims,  which  had  been  dug  up  for  re-burial, 
should  be  kept.    (See  Mr  Tacquln  s  Article.) 


Gouvernement  Provincial  de  Namur 

Avis  tres  important 

Le  Gouverrteur  civil  attire  la  tres  serleuse 
attention  des  habitants  de  la  province  sur  le 
tres  grave  danger  qui  pourralt  resulter  pour 
les  clvlls  de  se  servlr  d'armes  contre  1'enneml. 

lis  doivent,  a  cet  e'gard,  observer,  comme  il 
convlent  du  reste.  1  'abstention  la  plus  complete. 

C'esta  la  force  publlqueseuIequ'Happartlent 
de  defendre  le  territolre. 

Toute  Inobservatlon  de  cette  recomman- 
datlon  serait  de  nature  a  provoquer,  le  cas 
echeant,  des  repre'sallles,  des  Incendies,  etc. 

Namur,  !e  7  aoiit  1914. 

Baron  de  Montpellier 

Vu  ct  opprouvS  : 
Nnmur,  le  7  aout  lyi-f. 

L*  Oouverneur  mtUtatre, 

MICHEL. 


Iiuprlmtrii,  Modem,,  A.  BERVAIB  4 


IL3,  Namut  -  Telephone  tus 


BELGIAN     PROCLAMATION     IN  NAMUE. 

PROVINCIAL  UOVEHNMENT  OF  NAMUR. 


Ilir> 


r  No 


The ,  Olvll  Governor  wishes  to  draw  the  strictest  attention  of  those 
n»ld  eg  m  1,1,  province  to  the  very  grove  llrj,  ,l,sl  might  iZ 
It  citizens  took  up  arms  against  lbe  eMmy  It  u,,,,^.  "™ 
abstain  In  oil  respects  from  taking  any  such  steps.  It  I,  to,  the 
armed  force  alone  to  defend  the  country.  Non-observance  of  this 
warning  may  bring  nbout  reprisals,  conflagrations,  fa 

Namur,  Aug.  7, 1914.  B.noN  ns  UontnLuB> 

Seen  and  Approved:  Namur,  Aug.  7,1914,  The  Military  Governor, 

MlOHlL. 


s 


COMMUNE  DIXELLES- 

CERTIFICAT  DE  BONNE  CONDUITE,  VIE  ET  MCEURS 


Slgnatement 

s|>  N    Age  o.     *  *~ 
■\  TUU.d'miin/^> 

?J         From  -*£e»w- 
Sourciln 
Yoiis 


l.r  Commliuirc  du  pi 
neiln,  certifle  que 


OFFICIAL  CEBTIFICATB  OF  GOOD  CHABACTEB.  SHOWING  DE  TACQUIN'S  PHOTOGRAPH, 
Under  the  German  rule  it  la  necessary  for  those  wanting  to  travel  in  Belgium  to  obtain  against  payment  a  passport  from  the 
German  authorities.  In  order  to  obtain  a  passport  for  crossing  tbefrontiers  of  Belgium,  it  was  necessary  to  produce  a  certificate 
of  good  character,  birth  certificate,  and  photograph ;  needless  to  say  it  was  but  rarely  granted. 


AVIS 


Tous  deleuteurs  d'armes  a  leu  (lusils,  carabines,  revol- 
vers), particuliers  et  negotiants,  sonl  lenus  obligatoirement 
den  /aire  reraise  a  I  Hotel  de  Ville,  au  plus  tard  Lundi  17 
courant,  de  40  heures  a  midi. 

Lesarmesdeposeesdevront  porter  S'adressedu  proprie- 
taire.  II  sera  delivre  recepisse  du  depot. 

Le  Ministre  de  l'lnterieur  reeommande  aux  eivils,  si  l'ennemi  se  montre 
dans  tear  region  : 

De  ne  pas  combattre  ; 

De  ne  proferer  ni  injures,  ni  menaces  ; 

De  se  tenir  a  1'interieur  et  de  fermer  las  fejjetres  afin  qu'on  ne  paisse  dire 
qu'il  y  a  eu  provocation  ; 

Si  lea  soldats  occupent,  pour  se  defendre,  une  maison  ou  un  hameau  isole, 
de  l'evacuer,  a  fin  qu'on  ne  puisse  dire  que  les  oivils  ont  tire  ; 

L'aote  de  violenoe  oom mis  par  uc  seul  civil  serait  un  veritable  orimo  que  la 
loi  punit  d'arrestation  et  oondamne,  oar  il  pourrait  servir  de  pretexte  a  une 
repression  sanglante,  au  pillage  et  au  massaore  de  la  population  innocente, 
des  femmes  et  des  enfants. 


Fleurus,  le  14  Aout  1914. 


Le  Bourgmestre, 

Dr  EVERAERTS. 


Fleurus,  Imp.  Lucien  Hacquart-Watiau. 


BELGIAN     PROCLAMATION     AT  FLEURUS 
the  enemy  to  commit  no  act  of  violence  or 


weapons  to  bear 


^^Ti^fT."!  ??•«?»»•«*  'heir  to  be  acknowledged.   It  Further  ware,  the  civilian,  on  the  approachof 

:o  or  show  menace,  also  to  keep  Indoors  and  close  doors  and  windows,  so  that  there  might 
be  no  excuse  for  siylog  there  had  been  provocation. 


Feb.  13,  1915.— No.  3242. 
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TYPES     OP     GERMAN     SOLDIEBS     WHO     HAVE     DEVASTATED  BELGIUM. 


These  men  after  the  destruction  of  Louvain  celebrates  the  event  by  having  their  photographs  taken  in  characteristic  attitudes,  which  are  not  usually  associated  with  peaceful 
portraiture.    Such  photographs  as  these,  while  harmless  enough  on  the  surface,  serve  to  show  how  the  idea  of  "  frigbtfulness"  permeates  the  German  mind.    The  case  of  the 
corporal  in  the  third  picture  accentuates  the  point— the  strangest  of  poses  is  surely  that  of  reading  the  ColoffneVUazette  revolver  in  hand. 


X  iSlTFLEMENT.) 
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SPECIMENS    OP    GERMAN    SCIENTIFIC  BURGLARY. 

In  man.v  casea  Ihe  trouble  "of  forcing  safes  lias  been  overcome  by  tbe  use  of  the  oxyhyilrogen  blow  lamp.   The  examples  are  Interesting  as  showing  the  clean  work  accomplished 

in  this  manner  on  stoutly-built  safes. 

brUaaoi  ,d«u  Ncrernoer  1914, 

BruxaUas  ,le         :;cve.il>re  1914. 

.^JBSSS.?--     POTO  LE  B00RGKE8TWS: 
L'SeBsvin, 


BEE  KOlftinL'DANT  VON  BhUESSSL, 
A,  B. 


GERMAN     AND     BELGIAN     SIGNATURES     ON     A    PASSPORT     SUCH     AS     OBTAINED  BY 
DR    TACQUIN    FOR    HIS     TRAVELS     IN  BELGIUM. 


THE    NEGATIVE    INDICTMENT    AT    A  HOUSE 

AT  DINANT. 
Private  bouses  belonging  to  Clermans  living  in  Belgium  or 
the  Belgians -friendly  disposed  towards  tbe  tnvaiU  re  were  Baved 
from  looting  by  the  above  Inscription ;  "  Do  not  plunder." 


tiasGeheimnis  vonLlitticti 


THE    POST    OFFICE    SAFE    AT  DINANT. 
OPENED      BY     MEANS      OP     THE  OXY- 
HYDROGEN     BLOW  LAMP. 


GERMAN     SOLDIERS     PHOTOGRAPHED     AT  LOUVAIN. 
Note  the  saw-edged  bayonet  of  the  man  in  the  centre.  Those  saws  were  principally  used  for  opening  the  doors  of  ihe  bouses. 


REPRODUCTION     OF    A     GERMAN  POSTER 
ANNOUNCING    THE    PALL     OF    LIEGE  IN 
THE     SHAPE     AND     SIZE     OF    THE  42CM. 
PROJECTILE. 

Nolo  the  wrong  date  of  tbe  fall  of  Llige  and  tbe  pun  in 
the  word  "  Bombenerfolg,"  which  signifies  "  big  success," 
and  at  the  same  l.ruo  "success  obtained  by  means  of 
faorubs." 
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DIN  ANT,    SHOWING  THE   BRIDGE   DESTROYED   BY  THE   FEENCH  IN   ORDER  TO 
DELAY  -.  THE    GERMAN    ADVANCE    ACROSS    THE  METTSE. 


GATES  OP  THE  TEXTILE  FACTORY  AT  DINANT, 
SHOWING  TRACES    OF    GERMAN    AXES  AND 
SAW-EDGED  BAYONETS. 
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UNHAPPY  DINANT 


VIEWS  OF  THE  WRECKED  TOWN   HALL   OF  DINANT. 

A  curlmia  feature  was  the  extraordinary  preservation  of  the  statue  "  La  Lumifre"  modelled  by  tbe  eccentric  painter  Wiertz.  Many  examples  have  been  mentioned  of  objectB  spared 
in  a  freakish  manner  while  neighbouringlbuildlngs  have  been  completely  destroyed,  and  in  this  instance  one  may  perhaps  draw  a  parallel  with  the  sparing  of  the  work  and  tbe 

fate  that  haB  befallen  the  country. 


THE  RUINS   OF  DINANT  CATHEDRAL. 


f 

VIEW  OF  THE  TOWN  HALL  BEFORE  ITS  DESTRUCTION. 


DINANT  BEFORE  ITS  DESTRUCTION.  C«ioi».  A.  w.  W.BMtat 

°ZKTttal2LSin  Tl^^hi  tt\G°™»V°;-"''«l°»-  These  photographs  make  excellent  comparison,  with  many  here  giver,  which  .how  the  terrible 

oc  that  has  taken  place.  The  low  of  the  picturesque  town  sheltering  under  the  cHITs  will  he  deeply  deplored.-It  has  been  described  as  thelprcttict  spot  In  a  beautiful  country 
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VIEW     OF     THE    RUE     GRANDE,    WHICH     BEFORE    THE  WAR 

CONTAINED    THE    SMARTEST    SHOPS     OF  DINANT. 
On  the  top  of  the  citadel  the  German  nag  may  be  seen  flying.  It  was  once  torn  down  by 
French  troops  and  replaced  by  the  tricolour,  an  achievement  for  which  the  population 
of  Dlnant  had  to  pay  dearly. 


RUINS  OF 


FACTORY. 


So  complete  has  been  the  destruction  of  this  building  that  it  is  Impossible  to  tell  what 
purpose  it  served.    The  objects  in  the  foreground  must  not  be  mistaken  for  spent 
ammunition.   They  are  tins  which  evidently  formed  a  product  of  the  factory. 


Un  des  dangers  eventuels  de  la  pe- 
riode  critique  que  traverse  le  Pays  est 
de  voir  se  produire  des  difficulties  de 
ravitaillement  de  la  population  decer- 
taines  regions,  notamment  de  celles 
qui  sent  plus  exposees  a  et.re  investies. 

Aucune  mesure  nedoit  etre  negligee 
pour  eviter  les  inconvenients  de  pa* 
reille  situation  et  je  recomraande  aux 
habitants  d'etre  tres  economes  deleurs 
vivres  afin  qu'ils  puissent  etre  dans  la 
mesure  du  possible,  a  l'abri  des  diffi- 
cultes  d' appro visionnement 


A  Uinnxl,  It  ,1  Aniil  WH. 


I*  R«n-icmrMrt, 

A.  DEFOIN. 


OFFICIAL  POSTER  WARNING  THE  INHABI- 
TANTS  TO    BE    ECONOMICAL  WITH  FOOD. 

Such  recommendations  were  to  be  found 
Belgium. 


Hi  roagbo 


ANNOUNCEMENT    OF    THE    DEATH   OF  FOUR 
MEMBERS     OF    A     FAMILY-  THE  YOUNGEST 
SIX  YEARS    OF   AGE-WHO   HAVE   ALL  BEEN 
SHOT. 


The  remains  of  Dlnant  Catuodrai  seen  from  the  Lefte  quarter,  where  the  work  of  the  invaders  is  most  complete. 
It  was  at  Leffe  that  the  Germans  entered  the  town,  and  a  good  Idea  of  ita  condition  may  be  gathered  from  the 
illustration  on  the  previous  page. 
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SCENES      FROM  LOUVAIN. 


THE     LAW     COURTS     AND     A  SCHOOL. 

Theiateof  Louvain  forms  one  of  the  heaviest  charges  against  the  GermanB,  and  the  photographs  here  given  describe  the  situation  better  than  any  amount  of  words.  Even  the  halla 
of  justice  were  not  spared  by  the  invaders.  They  sacked  them,  treated  the  building  in  an  abominable  manner,  and  drove  away  those  who  administered  the  law.  There  is  no  room  for 
justice  in  the  German  programme.  The  law  courts  serve  now  to  stable  cavalry,  and  in  the  Brussels  P,ilais  de  Justice  soldiers  ran  riot.  They  posed  for  photographs  in  the  chairs  of  the 
judges  and  at  Namur  masqueraded  in  the  robes  of  the  barristers  and  otherwise  behaved  in  an  indescribable  manner.    Most  of  the  Belgian  schools  have  also  been  dismantled. 

Dr  Tacquin  saw  many  converted  into  stables,  slaughterhouses,  and  barracks. 


MACHINE     GUN     FIRE     AGAINST  HOUSES. 
The  force  of  machine-gun  bullets  at  a  short  distance  Is  terrific.   Dr  Tacquin  saw  solid  blocks  of  wall  broken  up.   Many  of  the  unhappy  inhabitants  went  to  the  windows  when  they  first 
heard  the  noise  in  the  street,  and  fell  back  riddled  with  bullets  in  the  centre  of  the  rooms  at  the  feet  of  their  wives  and  children.   In  the  Rue  de  Namur,  shown  in  tile  second  photograph, 
all  these  houses  were  burnt  down,  and  the  inhabitants  had  to  watch  the  destruction  of  their  homes,  or,  worse  still,  the  assassination  of  their  parents,  relatives,  orjjhtldren. 


THE     INCENDIARIES     OF  LOITVAIN 

the  town.  They  tied  them  together  two  and  two,  shackling  their  legs,  and  forced  thei 
eyes  without  the  slightest  attempt  at  an  investigation.   On  this  spot  most  of  tlw  rr— 


a  to  watch  the  Are  and  th 
urdored  people  were  buried, 
classes  of°Gennany  (see  the  declaration  of  the  Socialist  delegates  at  Bn 


.nassacre  of  twenty-eight  people  thai  were  shot  before  their 
The  array  that  sacked  Louvain  was  composed  of  the  best 
sselB-Llebknecht,  &c). 
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THE     OLD  MARKET, 


LOUVAIN. 

A  most  picturesque  square  Burrounded  bv  old-time  buildings— true  remainders  of  the  craft  of  bygone  clays.  Among 
them  the  famous  University  library,  which  has  been  in  existence  since  1432,  was  a  Gothic  building  first  erected  in 
1317.    It  contained  150,000  volumes  and  rare  MS.  of  priceless  value. 


THE    PLIGHT    OF    MANY    BELGIAN  TRADES- 
PEOPLE. 

All  that  is  left  of  a  well-known  restaurant  in  the  Hue  tie 
Bruxelles.  In  many  instances  unlucky  tradespeople  whose 
houses  have  been  destroyed  have  found  temporary  quarters 
In  wooden  huts. 


THE    TOWN  HALL. 

This  building,  In  rich  Gothic  style,  was  built  ;in  1448.   It  is  similar  to  the  Town  Halls  of  Bruges,  Brussels,  and 
Audenarde,  but  surpasses  them  in  Its  wealth  of  detail.   How  it  was  spared  has  been  described. 


THE   DAMAGE  TO  THE   LARGE   RESIDENCES  OE 
LOU  VAIN. 

More  than  1600  houses  of  this  kind  have  been  destroyed  in 
Louvain.  It  Is  scaicely  i>ossib!e  to  realiee  the  enormous 
material  loss. 


.1 


home,  and  put  ,»,„  one  or  other  „,  ,h,  ,        bulldlllsAc  JH££*  ZstXZoT^Z 
sent  to  Oormsny  ;  why,  seems  to  go  beyond  ordinary  human  reasoning. 


A  SIGHT  IN  A  SMALLER  STREET  OF  LotTVAIir 
Although  thla  ploturo  shows  a  minor  street  destroyed 
Dr  Tacquin  explains  that  In  the  case  of  Louvain,  as  with 
other  towns,  the  principal  buildings   were  made  the 
object  of  attack. 


\ 
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THE     RUE     DE     LA     STATION,    LOUVAIN  —  A    PINE     THOROUGHFARE     BURNT  OUT. 

From  house  to  house  the  incendiary  companies  started  the  fire  with  a  truly  professional  skill.  Each  ruin  has  its  story,  its  drama— in  one  house  the  proprietors  perished  in  the  flames,  in. 
another  they  died  ot  asphyxiation  in  the  cellars,  where  they  hail  sought  refuge.  In  other  cases  they  were  massacred  before  they  were  able  to  fly.  In  front  of  one  house  civilians  were 
shot  before  another  some  unfortunate  man  who  had  started  on  his  flight  was  brought  down  by  a  bullet.  The  inhabitants  were  pursued  and  shot  olf  hand.  Tiie  street  contained 
many  houses  of  well-to-do  people  with  rare  old  furniture  and  chests  full  of.  family  treasures  ami  possessions.   All  is  lost,  the  owners  having  had  to  fly,  in  many  coses  scantily  clad. 


All  the  Roods  found  in  the  beautiful  shops  of  the  Hue  de  la  Station  were  put  on  the  railway  and  despatched  to  Germany.    Whatever  did  not  appeal  to  German  taslo  wan  s  nashed  or 
of  architecture  the  Town  Hall  is  still  intact,  the  reason  is  not  tin. t  alleged  by  the  German  papers,  viz.,  German  respect  for  works  of  art.    rhe  Germans  li  n  e 
ies  do  not  respect  anything.   If  the  Louvain  Town  Hall  has  been  spared  it  was  only  because  the  General  Staff  found  suitable  quarters  there.  Another 
photograph  shows  th'lB  same  General  Staff  spreading  themselves  in  the  beautiful  rooms  of  this  jewel  Of  old-time  architecture. 


burned.    If  that  line  piece 

proved  since  that  their  armies  do  not  respect  anything 


THE  BURNT 


The  ordinary  mind  cannot  conceive  any  reasons  why  a  theatre,  a  school,  a  church, 
wealth  of  the  human  race.    An  individual  who  destroys  behaves  criminally  towards  soclotj 


DOWN  THEATRE. 

-  even  tbo  smallest  cottage  should  be  destroyed.   They  all  represent  an  addition  to  the 


nd  the  same  laws  that  apply  to  the  criminal  should  apply  to  the  nation. 
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FUKTHEB   SCENES  IN   THE  HUE  DE  LA  STATION,  LOUVAIN. 


RUE  DE  BRTJXELLES. 


OLD   MARKET  PLACE   AND   THE   CHURCH    OF   ST.  PIERRE. 


The  inhabitants  were  forced  during  thiB  time  to  keep 


-  ^J^^u^^^SX  S^S^TiSL  passers-by  i,  »  o.  a  board  stuck  on  an 


,Mr  iront'doors  open  and  tbei,  windows  lit  op.   Thejta"  1BJ..W  in  ruins,  ^"^J- oy  ^  plem,  whlch  j,  in  rains,  wa8  bull 


of  which  only  the 


rich  Gothic  style,  in  the  shape  of  a  cross,  i 
_.outs,  "The  Last  Supper,"  painted  in  1467,  a  triptych, 
a^Berti^  at  Munich.   The  German  General  Staff  itself,  uuder  the 


'Ton'Tand' "  ™  ZZ i.l' ^Jl^^t^S^^i^^i^  bow  the  Oh.rch  o<  St  Pierre  was  set  on  fire. 


The  mat  picture  gives  a  closer  view  ot  St.  Pierre.  The  second  might  well  represent  the  work  ot  an  eartlupmke  or  tornado.   Only  a  lew  walls  have  been  l.It  standing,  and  all  girder 

ironwork  has  be«n  bent  and  twisted  like  wire, 
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shown  in  the  second  illustration  and  opposite  the  auction  hall  there  remains  no&lng  Wrfd' Tl  Wl"C!\'"' ?  b"T  b°"ght  ,hl)  Proprietor  during  the  last  thirty  years.  Of  the  old  square 
gather  evidence  that  all  houses  and  shops  had  heen  sacked.   Doors  and  windows  had  blThJ.,       c,f.brol!en  «*i  »<°°M-   ""ring  his  visit  to  Malinee  Dr  Tacquin  was  able  to 

that  the  goods  which  had  not  been  taken  away  bad  been  thrown  on  the  ground or  even  in  1 he « ™t  I :  i  ?  n         ,  "  " »""!d*ea  knyonet.   Hecould  see  through  the  windows 

was  strewn  with  the  breakage.   The  to,  of  the  IXrue  d.  JS.  "reakf,le3  !™™*         ««d  crockery  had  been  smashed,  and  the  ground 

"fwiui  me  nanque  de  Matinee  showed  traces  of  having  been  attacked  with  an  axe. 


THE    CATHEDRAL    OF    ST.  EOMBAUD. 
L?i.°„Pf°  "™_"',th,?"'  '°rtlficai;onB,  but  was  shelled  several  times  by  the  Germane  during  their  attacks  , 


Valines  i 


of  Antwerp.     Several  bombardments  took  place 


rded  Waethem 

A  few  sheila,  however,  touched  the  tower  without  doing  much  harm  ;  thev* "desi  roved  o 
™e  o[  the  windows  may  be  seen.    When  Dr  Tacqnln  was  at  ilalines  ii 


>  of  the  clock  faces.    In  the  photograph  of  the  cathedral  various  ehell 


were  posters  stuck  on  the  wails  by  the  German  authorities,  Informing  tradespeople  that  if  they  did  i 


i  their  shops  in  a  few  days  and  transact  business  tholr  goods  would  be 
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SCENES   OF  DESOLATION. 


IH     THE    TBACK    OF  THE  TROOPS. 
T|T       '""Btro,ion  ihm  *  •  P«™ll«r  '°™  °<  wreckage,  representing  all  that  remained  of  the  lo;al  doctors  house  at  Ellemryt,  near  Brussels    The  second  .ho™  the  ™m.i™  „,  t 
which  Dr  Tncuta  declare,  were  destroyed  aeedlessly-for  no  strategic  purpose,  the  sole  reason  apparently  being  that  thev  hap  ened  to  fall  n  th Z .  of  the  i     de  .  tT 
stupefaction  and  Brief  of  the  former  compters  can  well  be  Imagined  on  returning  to  the  site  where  thev  exrject  to  find  at  kZ,  Zt  „!Vi     r  J  ,P        /        mvaders-  T»6 

pr.c„ca„yhr,ckd,,s,  Th.b.M^1=^ 

bad  returned  and  were  scraping  roorlar  off  the  whole  bricks  they  ciuld  find  in  order  to  build  some  kind  of  a  shed.  uuusenoLcere  who 
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COUNTRY   HOUSES   BURNT  DOWN. 


The  first  photograph  shows  a  beautiful  country  house  at  Pont  Bruit'',  near  Vilvorde,  on  a  charming  spot  on  the  bank  of  the  canal.  Like  all  other  country  bouses  it  was  plundered, 
demolished,  and  then  burnt  down.  The  fire  isalwayB  the  crowning  part  of  the  work;  it  also  serves  the  purposes  of  doing  away  with  the  traces  of  any  misdeed  it  is  advisable  to  cover  up. 
The  small  Illustration  is  of  a  house  In  the  Meuse  Valley  between  Namur  and  Dlnant.  All  along  this  road  nothing  but  ruined  country  houses  and  churches  are  to  be  seen,  bombarded  on 
frivolous  pretexts,  Buch  as  that  a  French  soldier  had  been  in  the  house,  Belgian  soldiers  had  found  refuge,  or  wounded  soldiers  had  been  looked  after.  Any  demonstration  of  patriotism 
by  Belgians  furnished  the  Germans  with  a  sufficient  reason  to  take  the  most  cruel  reprisals.  Near  this  house,  not  far  from  Yvoere,  a  noteworthy  Incident  happened,  showing  how  the  quick 
wit  of  a  youth  of  the  country  got  the  better  of  the  slow  mind  of  the  German  soldier,  who  thinks  he  can  keep  the  population  under  by  striking  fear  and  terror  into  them.  A  squad  of  seven 
Uhlans  by  threats  compelled  a  boy  of  twelve  years  old  to  act  as  a  guide.  The  young  patriot,  happening  to  know  where  French  troops  were  situated,  led  the  men  near  a  wood,  where  they 
were  all  killed  by  French  bullets.  Throwing  himself  down  when  the  first  shot  was  fired,  the  boy  escaped  with  his  life. 


The  large  photograph  gives  a  closer 
was  first  of  all  completely  sacked,  tt 
vowing  vengeance  to  the  Germans, 


iew  of  the  residence 
gardener  and  his  wife  were  shot, 


one  depicts  all  that  remains  of  Eppeghem  Chateau,  near  Brussels,  on  the  road  to  Malines.    The  house 
,nd  the  buildings  were  then  burnt  down.    The  walls  of  this  fine  building  are  covered  with  inscriptions 
written  with  chalk,  and  others  scribbled  on  by  visitors  carried  away  with  anger  at  this  scene  of  devastation.    The  following  are  a  few 
spec  mens,  which  give  an  idea  of  the  feelings  the  Belgians  harbour  against  the  Germans :  "  Death  to  the  bandit  Kaiser  and  his  infamous  spawn,"  "  Death  to  \ttila  11    chieftain  of 
the  barbanans,      Vengeance  to  near ■  It  will  be  terrible,"  "What  ruins,  what  misery,-  "Walt  till  we  come  to  Germany."   There  is  indeed  not  a  single  Belgian,  worthy  of  the  name, 
who  Is  not  tilled  with  overwhelming  passion.    It  is  quite  certain  that  after  the  war  it  will  be  dangerous  for  a  German  to  venture  into  I 
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NAMUR  BEFORE    AND  AFTER. 


u  ii  IJ  II 


mil 

fulfill 


AN"    ENGLISH     OWNED  HOTEL. 


English  people.    In  their  mania  of  destruction  the  Germane 


i-ery  modern  comfort,  it  was  a  favourite  resort  of  foreigners  particularly 

iiono  ear  (jre  to  jt 


PLACE   AND    STATUE    OP  LEOPOLD 


—  li  the  houses  in  the  Boulevard  Oouohy. 


to  it,  as  well  as  to 


RIDDLED   BY  SHELLS. 

A  barn-like  building  at  Eppeghem  which  Dr  Taequin 
states  was  needlessly  riddled  by  shells.  He  points  out 
that  it  demonstrates  the  extraordinary  waste  of  ammu 
nition  by  the  Germans  during  the  early  stages  of  the 


RUINS    OF   THE   GRAND'  PLACE. 

As  at  everywhere  else,  the  German  incendiaries  selected  the  best  parts  of  the  town  in  order  to  vent  their  spite  and  also  lo 
further  terrorise  the  inhabitants.  In  no  case  did  they  confine  themselves  to  the  poorer  quarters  and  suburbs,  but  always 
directed  their  attacks  systematically  against  the  centre  of  well-built  residential  quarters,  monuments,  churches,  old- 
time  buildings— in  short,  everything  the  inhabitants  valued  most-  The  above  Is  another  proof  of  the  scientific  manner 
With  which  they  annihilated  everything  they  took!  in  hand. 
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THE    GREAT    BALLROOM.    TRANSFORMED    INTO  "WARDS. 

As  soon  as  the  war  began  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  Belgians  -converted  the  greater  part  of  the  palace  Into  a  magnificent  hoBpltal,  capable  of  accommodating  "m  patients 
After  their  arrival  on  Belgian  soil  the  German  authorities  aent  moat  of  their  wounded  officers  to  this  hospital,  amongst  them  a  general,  wounded  not  for  from  Vilvordfl 

by  a  bullet  in  his  hack. 


GERMAN    WOUNDED     TENDED  AT 


BRUSSfcLS. 

This  group,  taken  by  Dr  Tacquin  In  one  of  the  apartments  in  the  Royal  Palace,  shows  German  officers,  one  of  them  with  the  Iron  Cross ;  they  left  the  hospital  cured  and  rejoined 
their  regiments.  Three  of  the  nurses  are  English,  two  Belgian,  and  two  Danish.  These  wounded  Germans  had  everything  they  wanted,  and  the  heads  of  the  hospital  went  out 
of  their  way  to  meet  their  wishes.   There  were  always  flowers  and  illustrated  periodicals  for  them,  and  in  their  rooms  they  enjoyed  every  liberty  possible  in  the  circumstances, 

seeing  their  friends  at  any  time  and  smoking  the  commandeered  cigars. 
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toM^t  Provincial  dc 


tar  j 


JLl?  '-rouvemeur  civil  attire  la  tres  s&ieifiwfl 
a'.tentioc  de?  habitant  dc  la  province  sur  h '  , 
Jseg  pravc  danger  qui  pourrait  resultej;  pour  j 
les  civile  de  se  seSrvir  d'armes  contre  l^maia 

Uy^dciverilv  a  cot  fgard.  observer.  caroraeiLiJ 
cWyiaat  -dvi  r-cstc,  ('abstention  la  plus  completed" 

O'cst  a  lit-  torce  publique  seulequ'il  appartien$| 
.de-  deTendre  le  territoire.  -  \ 

Toute   inobservation  de  cette  recomman-^j 
datiori  serait  de,  nature  a  provoquer,  le  cai! 
'   .echeant,  des  represailleo,  des  incendies.  etc. 
"j  M^asnur,  le  7  aoQt  1914. 


m 


Xilinur,  ft  7  ucfct  11114. 


SarqnNle  Montpel 


JVOCHKlJ 


GRAVES    OF   BELGIAN    SOLDIERS   AT  EFPEGHEM. 

The  cap  and  coat  temporarily  served  to  identify  the  nationality  of  the  deceased. 


A    PHOTOGRAPH    OP   THE   ORIGINAL  POSTER 
WHICH  IS   REPRINTED  ON   THE   FIRST  PAGE 
OF   THESE  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ROE   GRANDE  AT  PIN  ANT. 
The  honaes  In  this  street  have  heen  so  thoroughly  destroyed  that  it  is  impossible  to 
identify  them.    There   are  only  huge  heaps  of  broken   material,  amongBt  which 
nothing  can  be  found, 


GRAVES    OF    BELGIAN   SOLDIERS    ON    THE  BATTLEFIELD^ 
Hero  It  is  again  shown  how  in  order  to  indicate  the  nationality  of  the  aoldleva 
they  had  buried  the  peasants  put  .any  object  they  had  found  on  the  dead  men 
on  the  top  of  the  grave. 


GRAVES    OF   BELGIAN    SOLDIERS    WITH  CROSSES 
It  is  touching  to  observe  the  kindly  acts  of  the  Delg.au  peasants  towards  thi  dead.    They  bury  them 


for  choice  along  the  roads,  in  order  to  recall  their  memory  to  passers  by, 
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VILLE  DE  DINANT. 


AVIS  TRES  IMPORTANT 

Par  ordre  de  I'Autorite  militaire  il 
est  porte  a  la  connaissance  des  inte- 
resses  que  les  jeunes  hommes  de  18  a 
25  ans  (ann.  1889  a  1897)  doivent  se 
faire  inscrire  a  I'Hotel  de  Ville  (Palais 
de  Justice)  IMMEDIATEMENT. 

Les  listes  seront  cloturees  le  mer- 
credi  7  courant  a  4  h.  precises. 

A  DINANT,  LE  S  OCTOBRE  19H. 

LE  BOUROMESTRE  If., 

Francois  BRIBOSIA. 


Imprimerit  E  JANUS,  rue  En-Rliee,  Dim 


BELGIAN     AND     GERMAN  DOCUMENTS. 
1. — A  Dlnant  poster  which  translates  as  follows  : 
IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 
By  order  o£  the  military  authorities  notice  is  hereby 
given  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  all  young  men 
from  18  to  25  years  of  age  (born  in  the  years  lt>89  to  1807) 
should  register  themselves  immediately  at  the  town  hall 
(the  law  courts). 

The  list  will  he  closed  up  on  Wednesday,  the  seventh  of 
this  month,  at  4  o'cl.  precisely. 
Dinant,  October  5, 1914. 

The  Acting  Burgomaster, 
FRANCOIS  BRIBOSIA. 


2.— A  Belgian  proclamation  of  July  8  which  proves  how 
little  expectation  there  was  of  war. 

3— Railway  ticket  issued  by  the  German  authorities 
in  Belgium. 

4. — A  German  proclamation  affixed  to  a  house  which 
was  to  he  spared  from  burning.  Translation :  This 
house  is  to  be  protected.  It  is  strictly  forbidden  without 
permission  of  the  commandant  to  enter  houses  or  to  set 
fire  to  them. 

Imperial  Garrison  Command. 

Imperial  Head  of  District. 
"  LSwen." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  Is  stamped  by  the  civil  and 
military  authorities. 


HOW  GERMANY  HONOURS  HER  SIGNATURE. 


The  Hague  Convention  of  Oct.  18,  1907,  signed  by  Germany, 
provides  as  follows: 

Abt.  2  —  Tho  inhabitants  of  an  unoccupied  territory,  who,  on  the 
enemy's  approach,  rise  spontaneously  in  arms  in  order  to  fitful  the 
imaiUnn  tn<>p>,  ivithmil  having  hud  nine  lo  ..ivain^e  1  hi'msHu^ 
according  lo  art.  1,  shall  be  considered  as  combatants  if  they  carry 
their  arms  openly  and  respect  (he  laws  and  uses  of  war. 

Art.  3.— The  armed  forces  of  tho  contending  parties  may  be 
corniced  o[  cimhaliiiits  and  iion-cuiidiai.nits.  In  the  cu<i»  of  capture 
by  tho  enemy,  both  have  tho  right  to  be  treated  us  prisoners  of  war. 

Art  4— Tho  prisoners  of  war  are  undor  the  power  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  enemy,  but  not  of  tho  individuals  or  groups  who  have 
taken  them. 

They  must  be  treated  with  humanity. 

Everything  belonging  to  them  personally,  with  the  exception  of 
arms,  horses,  and  military  papors,  remains  their  own  property. 

Art.  22.— The  right  of  tho  combatants,  concerning  tho  ways  of 
injuring-  the  enemy,  aro  not  without  limits. 

Art.  23.— Besides  the  prohibitions  settled  by  special  conventions,  il 
ia  particularly  forbidden : 

(a)  To  use  poison  or  poisoned  weapons; 

(6)  To  kill  or  wound  treacherously  men  belonging  to  tho  adverse 
army  or  nation; 

(fl)  To  kill  or  wound  an  enemy  who,  having  laid  down  his  arms  or 
having  no  means  of  defence,  has  surrendered  unconditionally; 

(d>  To  declare  that  no  Quarter  will  bfl  given. 

(e)  To  use  arms,  missiles,  or  material  which  may  cause  unnecessary 
harm; 

(/)  To  use.  unduly  the  flag  of  truce,  the  national  Dag.  or  the 
military  badges  and  uniform  of  the  enemy,  as  well  os  the  distinctive 
marks  of  the  Geneva  Convention; 

(ff)  To  destroy  or  seize  the  proporty  of  the  enemy,  except  in  the 
cases  when  tliat  seizure  or  destruction  should  be  imperiously  reciulred 
by  the  necessities  of  war; 

(ft)  To  declare  extinct!  suspended  or  void  in  Inw  tho  rights  and 
legal  actions  of  the  citizens  of  the  adverse  couutry. 

It  is  likewise  forbidden  to  compel  tho  citizens  of  the  adverse  party 
to  tako  Q  part  in  the  operations  of  war  waged  against  their  own 
country,  even  if  they  bad  been  in  the  service  of  the  enemy  bofore  tho 
beginning  of  the  war. 

Art.  25.— It  is  forbidden  to  attack  or  bombard  by  any  means 
whatever,  towns,  villages,  houses,  or  buildings  which  are  undefended. 

Art.  27.— In  cases  of  sieges  and  bombardments,  all  necessary  steps 
must  be  taken  to  sparo  ns  much  us  possible  all  buildings  used  fur 
sacred  worship,  arts,  sciences,  anil  public  relief;  historic  buildings, 
hospitals,  places  where  the  wounded  and  tho  sick  are  gathered,  pro- 
vided those  buildings  aro  not  used  at  tho  same  time  for  any  military 
purpose. 

Art.  28. — It  is  forbidden  to  pillage  a  town  or  place,  even  after  il 
has  been  taken  by  storm. 

Art.  60.— No  collective  penalty,  either  as  a  fine  or  otherwise,  can 
bo  required  from  the  populations  on  account,  of  individual  acts,  for 
which  they  could  not  be  considered  responsible  as  a  whole. 

Art.  51.— No  tax  shall  bo  levied,  except  according  to  a  written 
order  from  a  general  in  command  and  on  his  own  responsibility. 

It  will  be  collected,  as  much  us  possible,  according  to  tho  rules  for 
the  assessment  of  tho  existing  taxos. 

The  tax-payer  shall  be  given  a  receipt  for  any  money  paid. 

Art.  S3.— Tho  army  occupying  a  territory  shall  lie  allowed  to  seize 
only  tho  money,  funds,  and  valuables  belonging  exclusively  to  the 
State,  the  magazines  of  arms,  means  of  transport,  provisions,  and 
generally  all  personal  properly  of  the  State  nhich  can  bo  used  for 
the  operations  of  war. 


FETES 


MODIFICATIONS 


Le  CONCOTJRS  INTERNATIONAL  DE  PECHE  la  ligne, 
anuonce  pour  le  12  Juillet  courant,  est  reporte  au  13  SEPTEMB  RE. 

Le  CIRCUIT  AUTOMOBILE  qui  devait  se  courir  les  25  et  26 
Juillet,  se  courra  le  2  AOUT  prochain. 

La  PETE  VENITIENNE  aura  lieu  le  30  AOTJT,  au  lieu  du  13 
Septembre. 

A  Dinant,  le  8  Juillet  1914. 


Le  Secretaire, 

F.  VINCENT. 


Le  Bo  org  me  st  re, 

A.  DEFOIN. 


Imprimerie  k  vapenr  V.  PONCIN-FISETTE,  bbraire,  156,  rue  Grande,  Dinant.  —  Telephone  IS. 


Dieses  Hans  ist 
zu  Schiitzen 

lis  ist  streng  verbolen,  ohne 
Genehmigung  der  Komman- 
dantur,  Hauser  zu  betreten 
oder  in  Brand  zu  setzen. 

6VS>^\  Kaiserliches  Garnison=Kommaiido. 


XXVIII — [Supplement.] 


THE  FIELD,  THE  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN'S  NEWSPAPER. 


Vol.  125.— Feb.  13,  1915. 


LETTERS  FROM  GERMAN 

SOLDIERS. 

Lilt  era  scripta  mantt. 

T>Y  ARTICLE  75  of  the  German  soldier's  "  Regulations  on 
Active  Service,"  lie  is  re  com  meu  tied  to  keep  a  daily  diary 
of  the  campaign  ;  and  he  apparently  enjoyed  doing  so  last 
summer.  By  Article  4  of  Tho  Hague  Convention  of  1007  these 
"  military  documents  "  have  been  taken  from  German  prisoners 
and  preserved  by  tho  French  Government.  They  will  probably 
form  a  special  "  German  Division  "  among  the  manuscripts  in 
tho  Bibliotheque  National;  and,  as  a  preliminary,  a  first 
selection  is  being  published,  according  to  custom,  by  that 
celebrated  "  arehiviste-paleographe,"  M.  le  Marquis  de  Dampicrre, 
a  former  scholar  of  the  Ecolo  des  Charles.  Forty  out  of  this 
selection  have  passed  under  the  hands  of  Professor  BeMier  of  the 
College  de  France  and  from  these  are  made  the  quotations  which 
follow.  It  seemed  necessary  to  state  these  facts  inasmuch  as 
every  well-known  historian  and  theologian  in  Germany  is 
apparently  prepared  to  come  forward  and  swear,  "  upon  his 
word  of  honour,"  that  our  quotations  are  manufactured  lies. 
We  leavo  our  readers  to  make  up  their  own  minds  as  to  that. 
We  will  only  say  that  if  the  theologians  aforesaid  desire  to  belittle 
the  evidence  now  published,  they  will  have  to  admit  that  the 
diaries  written  by  German  soldiers  in  the  field  are  unworthy  of 
credence.  They  are  quite  at  liberty  to  choose  that  alternative. 
Tho  letters  need  no  commentary  ;  they  generally  explain  them- 
eelves ;  the  name  and  regiment  of  each  soldier  is  usually  to  he 
found  within  his  diary.  ^ 

Diary  of  Paul  Spielmann,  1st  Company  Ersatz-Battalion  of 
the  Guards'  Brigado  of  Infantry.  He  describes  a  night  alarm 
in  a  village  near  Blamont.  The  Guards  turned  out  at  their 
bugle-c&U. 

"  Tho  inhabitants  fled  through  the  village.  It  was  horrible. 
•There  was  blood  on  all  the  houses,  and  the  faces  of  the  dead 
wore  hideous.  Wo  buried  sixty  of  them  at  once ;  among  them 
many  old  men  and  women,  ono  woman  enceinte,  and  three 
children,  clasping  each  other  tightly,  and  so  killed,  a  terrible 
sight.  The  altar  and  the  vaults  of  the  churoh  were  destroyed. 
The  reason  was  that  they  were  telephoning  news  to  the  enemy. 
This  morning  (September  2)  tho  survivors  were  turned  out; 
among  them  I  saw  four  little  boys  carrying  on  two  poles  a  cradle 
containing  a  child  of  five  or  six  months  old.  It  is  all  terrible  to 
see.  But  Blow  for  Blow  !  Thunder  against  Thunder  !  [Schusa 
auf  Schuael  I'omicr  auf  Donncr  !]  Everything  was  looted.  I 
saw  a  mother  with  her  two  children  ;  one  had  a  great  wound  on 
its  head  and  ono  eye  gone." 

II. 

From  the  unsigned  diary  of  a  soldier  in  the  32nd  Regiment  of 
tho  Infantry  of  the  Reserve: 

"Sept.  3,  1914,  Grfcil,  As  tho  iron  bridge  had  been  blown  up, 
wo  burnt  the  houses  and  shot  several  civilians." 

ra. 

Diary  oi  HassemeT,  private  soldier  in  tho  Eighth  Corp3  : 
"  Sept.  3,  1914,  At  Sonnuepy  (Marne).  Horrible  carnage, 
tho  village  burnt  to  the  ground,  French  thrown  into  the  flaming 
houses,  civilians  and  all  burnt  together."  [Kin  schreeklichct 
Vlutbad  ,  .  die  Fran:oscn  in  die  brennenden  Hamer 
geworfen.   .   ■  .] 

Diary  (unsigned)  of  an  officer  in  tho  178th  Regiment,  1st 
Saxon  Corps: 

"  AuguBt  20. — Tho  charming  village  of  Gue  d'Hossus 
(Ardennes)  was  given  to  the  flames,  though  innocent,  as  it 
seemed  to  me.  I  hear  that  a  cyclist  fell  from  his  maohino  and 
his  rifle  went  off  in  the  fall,  whereon  shots  were  fired  in  his 
direction.  On  that,  we  simply  threw  the  male  inhabitants  into 
the  flames.  It  may  ho  hoped  such  atrooity  will  not  be  seen 
again."  [Man  hat  mdnndche  Einwohner  einfach  in  die  Ftammcn 
geworfen.    .    .  .] 

Tho  same  wril.er  describes  the  scene  at  Bouvignes,  north  of 
Dinant,  on  August  23  : 

"  Everything  had  been  pillaged.  Outside  in  the  country  the 
sight  of  the  inhabitants  lying  dead  on  the  ground  defies  descrip- 
tion. Shots  at  close  quarters  had  practically  blown  their 
heads  off." 

V. 

Diary  of  Philipp  (from  Kamcnz  in  Saxony),  1st  Company  of 
tho  1st  Battalion  of  the  178th  Regiment: 

"  August  23.— At  ten  in  tho  evening  our  battalion  of  the 
178th  eamo  into  tho  village  which  had  been  burnt  north  of 
Dinant.  A  sad  and  splendid  spectacle,  which  made  you  shiver. 
At  the  entry  of  tho  villugo  fifty  peasants  lay  dead;  they  had 
ambuscaded  and  shot  at  our  troops.  Many  more  were  shot 
that  night,  and  we  counted  about  200  corpses,  while  the  women 
and  children  hold  lights  for  us.  We  ato  our  rice  among  tho 
dead  bodies,  as  wo  had  had  no  food  since  the  morning."  The 
same  diary  records  that  at  Lisognes  "  a  chasseur  from  Marburg 
put  threo  women  ono  behind  the  other,  and  killed  thorn  all  with 
the  sumo  bullet." 

'  VI. 

Diary  of  an  unnamed  soldier : 

"  Langevillor,  August  22. — The  11th  Battalion  of  Pioneers 
destroyed  the  villugo.  The  first  dead  people  I  have  ever  seen 
were  tlireo  women  who  hud  been  hanged  on  the  trees."  Eight 
days  afterwards  the  same  soldier  records ;  "  In  this  way  wo 
destroyed  eight  houses  and  killed  their  inhabitants.  In  ono  of 
them  we  bayoneted  two  men  with  their  wives  and  a  girl  of 
eighteen.  Sbo  almost  made  mo  sorry  for  her,  so  innocent  were 
hor  oyes ;  but  M  was  impossible  to  control  tho  excited  soldiers, 
who  are  more  beasts  than  men  at  auoh  a  time." 

VII. 

Diary  of  an  unnamed  soldier  : 

"  At  Orcliiea  a  woman  was  killed  becauso  she  had  not  obeyed 
the  order  to  Halt,  and  we  burnt  the  whole  place." 

VIII. 

Schlautcr,  a  reservist  in  tho  3rd  Battery  of  the  4th  Field  Artillery 
Regiment  of  the  Guard,  records  in  Ins  diary  for  August  25  : 

"  Wo  shot  300  of  tho  inhabitants  of  the  town.  Tho  survivors 
wo  Bet  to  digging  trenches.  You  ought  to  have  seen  the  women 
But  what  else  could  we  do  T  " 

IX. 

In  the  Miinchier  Neussle  Nachriehlen  for  Wednesday,  Oot,  7, 
a  letter  is  published  signed  by  First-Liout.  At  Ehorlein,  a 


Bavarian  officer,  who  describes  the  occupation  of  Saint-Die. 
He  entered  tho  town  at  the  head  of  the  troops  and  had  to 
barricade  himself  in  a  house  until  reinforcements  arrived.  He 
writes : 

"  We  had  arrested  three  civilians,  and  I  got  a  good  idea.  We 
made  them  sit  on  chairs  in  the  middle  of  the  street.  They 
begged  and  prayed.  We  gave  them  tho  butt  end.  By  degrees 
one  gets  hardened  to  these  things.  At  last  there  they  were  in 
the  street.  I  cannot  tell  how  many  prayers  they  said  in  their 
agony,  but  they  kept  their  hands  folded  and  clenched  all  the  time. 
I  was  sorry  for  them,  hut  tho  trick  was  at  once  successful.  Tho 
men  firing  on  us  from  the  other  houses  had  to  stop  at  once  ;  and 
wo  immediately  took  possession  of  tho  opposite  house,  which 
gave  us  the  command  of  tho  principal  street,  We  shot  everyone 
who  appeared  after  that,  and  the  artillery  got  to  work  as  well. 
By  seven  in  the  evening  the  brigade  brought  up  reinforcements, 
and  I  was  able  to  report,  '  Saint  Die  18  cleared  of  the  foe.'  I 
learnt  afterwards  that  the  reserve  regiment  which  entered  Saint 
Die  more  to  tho  north  did  just  tho  same  thing.  Tho  four 
civilians  they  put  in  tho  street  were  killed  by  French  bullets, 
and  I  saw  their  dead  bodies  myself." 

X. 

Private  Handschuhmnchor,  of  the  11th  Battalion  of  Chasseurs 
of  the  Reserve,  writes  in  his  diary: 

"  August  8  — At  Gouvy,  as  the  Belgians  fired  on  our  men,  we 
pillaged  the  goods  station,  and  took  away  some  boxes  of  eggs, 
shirts,  and  eatables  We  burst  open  a  safe,  too,  and  distributed 
the  gold  among  us  and  tore  up  the  shares  and  certificates." 

XL 

Sebastian  Reiahaupt,  of  the  3rd  Bavarian  Infantry,  writes  in 
his  diary : 

"  Parux  (Meurthe  et  Moselle}  was  the  first  village  we  burnt. 
After  that  the  ball  began,  and  we  burnt  one  village  after  another. 
That  night  we  bicycled  across  country  and  ate  cherries  in  a  ditch 
by  the  roadside  " 

XII. 

Diary  of  Johannes  Thode,  4th  Reserve  Ersatz  Regiment : 

'*  Brussels,   Oct.   5, — An  automobile  reached   the  hospital 

to-day  full  of  loot ;  a  piano,  two  sewing-machines,  a  lot  of 

photograph  albums,  and  all  sorts  of  things." 

XIIL 

Diary  of  Moritz  Grosse,  of  the  177th  Infantry  Regiment : 

"  That  day  we  threw  incendiary  homb3  into  the  houses,  and 

in  the  evening  there  was  a  military  concert,  and  we  sang  '  Nun 

dunket  alls  Gott  '  " 

XIV. 

Other  diaries  were  preserved  written  by  Lautenschlager,  of 
tho  Jat  Battalion  of  tho  00th  Regiment  of  Infantry;  Eduard 
Hohl,  of  the  Vlllth  Corps;  Non-Com.  Officer  Rcinhold 
Kochn,  of  the  2nd  Battalion  of  Pomeranian  Pioneers  ;  Non-Com. 
Officer  Otto  Brandt,  of  the  second  section  of  ambulance  in 
reserve;  Martin  Miiller,  of  the  100th  Reserve  Saxon  Regiment; 
Lieut.  Carl  Zimmer,  of  the  55th  Infantry  Regiment ;  Erich 
Pressler,  of  tho  100th  Grenadiers  in  the  Saxon  Corps  ;  and  many 
more.  All  show  that  the  various  crimes  recorded  were  not  merely 
individual  acts  of  atrocity,  but  were  carried  out  by  the  order  of 
superior  officers  in  pursuance  of  a  fixed  policy  of  terrorism,  which 
disgraces  not  merely  the  German  army,  but  the  German  nation, 
from  all  parts  of  which  the  writers  of  these  diaries  have  joined 
their  various  regiments. 

XV 

On  Aug.  26  General  Stenger,  commanding  the  58th  German 
Brigade,  issued  the  following  order  to  his  troops : 

"From  to-day  onwards  we  take  no  more  prisoners  All 
taken  prisoners  are  to  be  killed.  The  wounded,  whether  they 
havo  arms  or  not,  are  to  be  killed.  [Verwundele  ob  mit  Wa/jen 
odcr  wehrlot  iiiedergemacht.]  Even  prisoners  already  made  up 
into  convoys  for  transportation  are  to  be  killed.  Not  a  living 
enemy  must  be  left  behind  as. 

"  (Signed) 

"  The  Lieutenant  Commanding  Company  :  Stoy. 

"  The  Colonel  Commanding  Regiment :  Neobaueb. 

"  The  General  Commanding  Brigade :  Stenger." 
Other  officers  who  passed  on  this  atrocious  order  to  their  men 
were  Major  Mosobach,  Lieut  Curtius,  and  others.  In  the  forest 
of  Thiauville  a  dozen  French  wounded,  who  had  been  taken 
prisoners,  were  killed  by  this  same  battalion,  which  also  killed 
many  French  wounded  whom  they  passed  in  the  ditches  by 
the  roadside.  Sometimes  they  did  not  merely  kill.  In  the  diary 
of  Albert  Delfosse  (111th  Infantry  Reserve,  XlVth  Corps)  we 
rend  that  "  In  tho  forest  near  St.  Remy,  on  Sept.  4,  we  found  a 
dead  cow  and  a  calf,  and  again  we  found  Borne  corpses  of  French 
soldiers  horribly  mutilated."  [Und  wieder  jranz :  Leichen 
schncMick  veTStummdt.]  The  terrible  faot  is  made  quite  clear 
from  the  entry  in  the  diary  of  Paul  Glode,  of  the  9th  Battalion 
of  Pioneers,  IXth  Army  Corps.  On  August  12,  1914,  he  wrote 
(in  Belgium):  "These  peasants  are  savagely  punished  '1  he 
wounded  arc  mutilated  by  order."  [VcrMummdungen  der  Ver- 
wundeten  sind  an  '1  agesordnung.'] 


OFFICIAL  REPORT  ISSUED 

BY  THE  FRENCH  GOVERN- 
MENT ON  GERMAN  ATROCI- 
TIES   IN  FRANCE. 

IN  ACCORDANCE  with  the  decree  passed  on  Sept.  23, 
1914,  a  Commission  was  instituted  by  the  French 
Government  with  a  view  to  investigating  acts  committed  by 
the  Enemy  in  violation  of  International  Law,  On  Dec.  17 
their  report  was  presented  by  the  President  of  the  Council, 
signed  by  MM.  Georges  Payelle,  First  President  of  the  Cour 
des  Comptes ;  Armand  Mollard,  Minister  Plenipotentiary; 
Georges  Maringer,  Counsellor  of  State  ;  and  Edmond  Paillot, 
Counsellor  at  the  Court  of  Appeal.  Of  this  report  an  official 
translation  has  been  issued,  from  which  we  quote  the 
following  : 

"  We  have  indeed  believed  it  to  be  our  duty  only  to  place 
on  record  those  (acts  which,  being  established  beyond  dispute, 
constitute  with  absolute  certainty  what  may  be  clearly  termed 
crimes,  omitting  those  the  proofs  of  which  were,  in  our  view, 
insufficient,  or  which,  however  destructive  or  cruel  they  wore, 


might  have  been  the  result  of  acts  of  war  properly  ho- 
c&lled,  rather  than  of  wilful  excesses,  attributable  to  the 
enemy.    .    .  . 

"  In  the  districts  we  have  crossed,  and  particularly  in  that 
country  of  Lorraine  which  was  so  frequently  the  victim  of 
the  scourge  of  war,  not  one  entreaty  for  help,  not  one  moan, 
reached  our  ears ;  and  yet  the  terrible  misery  of  which  we 
have  been  witness  surpasses  in  extent  and  horror  anything 
which  the  imagination  can  conceivB.    .    ■  . 

Brutality  of  Officers. 

"  In  truth  it  can  be  stated  that  never  has  a  war  carried  on 
between  civilised  nations  assumed  the  savage  and  ferocious 
character  of  the  ono  which  at  this  moment  is  being  waged  on 
our  soil  by  an  implacable  adversary.  Pillage,  rape,  arson, 
and  murder  are  the  common  practice  of  our  enemies ;  and 
the  facts  which  have  been  revealed  to  ub  day  by  day  at  onco 
constitute  definite  crimes  against  common  rights,  punished 
by  the  codes  of  every  country  with  the  most  severe  and  the 
most  dishonouring  penalties,  and  which  prove  an  astonishing 
degeneration  in  German  habits  of  thought  since  1870.    .    .  . 

*'  In  the  greater  part  of  the  places  where  we  carried  on 
our  inquiry  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  German  army 
constantly  professes  the  most  complete  contempt  for  human 
life,  that  its  soldiers,  and  even  its  officers,  do  not  hesitate  to 
finish  off  the  wounded,  that  they  kill  without  pity  the  inoffen- 
sive inhabitants  of  the  territories  which  they  have  invaded, 
and  they  do  not  spare  in  their  murderous  rage  women,  old 
men,  or  children.  The  wholesale  shootings  at  Luneville, 
Gerbeviller,  Nomeny,  and  Senlis  are  terrible  examples  of 
this ;  and  in  the  course  of  thi3  report  you  will  read  the  story 
of  scenes  of  carnage  in  which  officers  themselves  have  not  been 
ashamed  to  take  part.    .    .  . 

Arson  and  Theft. 

"  Ajson,  still  more  than  murder,  forms  the  usual  proce- 
dure of  our  adversaries.  It  is  employed  by  them  either  as  a 
means  of  systematic  devastation  or  as  a  means  of  terrorism. 
Ihe  German  army,  in  order  to  provide  for  it,  possesses  a 
complete  outfit,  which  comprises  torches,  grenades,  rockets, 
petrol  pumps,  fuse-sticks,  and  little  bags  of  pastilles  made 
of  compressed  powder,  which  are  very  inflammable.  The 
lust  for  arson  is  manifested  chiefly  against  churches  and 
against  monuments  which  have  some  special  interest,  either 
artistic  or  historical.    .    .  . 

■'  We  have  constantly  found  definite  evidence  of  theft,  and 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  state  that  where  a  body  of  the  enemy 
has  passed  it  has  given  itself  up  to  a  systematically  organised 
pillage,  in  the  presence  of  its  leaders,  who  have  even  them- 
selves often  taken  part  in  it.  Cellars  have  been  emptied  to 
the  last  bottle,  safes  have  been  gutted,  considerable  sums  of 
money  have  been  stolen  or  extorted ;  a  great  quantity  of  plate 
tUid  jewellery,  as  well  as  pictures,  furniture,  objets  d'art, 
linen,  bicycles,  women's  dresses,  sewing  machines,  even  down 
to  children's  toys,  after  having  been  taken  away,  have  been 
loaded  on  vehicles  to  be  taken  towards  the  frontier. 

"  The  inhabitants  have  had  no  redress  against  all  these 
exactions,  any  more  than  they  have  for  the  crimes  already 
described ;  and  if  some  wretched  inhabitant  dared  to  beg  an 
officer  to  be  good  enough  to  intervene  to  spare  a  life  or  to 
piotect  bis  goods  he  received  no  other  reply  (when  he  was 
not  greeted  by  threats)  than  the  one  invariable  formula, 
accompanied  by  a  smile,  describing  these  most  abominable 
cruelties  as  the  inevitable  results  of  war.    .    .  . 

In  the  Seine-et-Marne. 

'*  At  Douy-la-Ram6  the  Germans  set  fire  to  a  mill,  whose 
situation  the.,  had  ascertained  by  inquiry  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. A  workman  sixty-six  years  old  had  a  narrow  escape 
from  bein^  thrown  into  the  flameB.  By  struggling  violently 
and  clutching  on  to  a  wall  he  was  able  to  avoid  the  fate  with 
wbich  he  was  threatened.  Finally,  at  Courtacon,  after  having 
compelled  the  inhabitants  to  furnish  them  with  matches  and 
faggots,  Lhey  sprinkled  a  great  number  of  houses  with  petrol 
and  set  them  ablaze.    .    .  . 

"  Early  in  September  a  German  cavalryman  arrived  one 
day  at  ^boui  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  at  the  house  of  M. 
Laforest,  at  May-en-Multien,  and  asked  for  a  drink.  M. 
lalorest  hurried  off  to  draw  some  wine  from  the  cask,  but 
the  German,  no  doubt  annoyed  at  not  being  served  quickly 
enough,  fired  his  rifle  at  the  wife  of  his  host  and  seriously 
wounded  her.  Mme.  Laforest  was  taken  to  Lizy-sur-Ourcq, 
and  there  received  treatment  from  a  German  doctor,  and  had 
to  have  her  left  arm  amputated.  She  recently  died  in 
hospital  at  Meaux. 

"  On  Sept.  8  eighteen  inhabitants  at  Varreddes,  among 
whom  was  the  cure,  were  arrested  without  any  reason  and 
taken  away  by  the  enemy.  Three  of  them  managed  to 
escape.  None  of  the  others  had  come  back  again  on  Sept.  30, 
the  date  of  the  visit.  According  to  information  received 
trree  of  these  men  had  been  put  to  death.  However,  the 
death  of  one  of  the  oldest  of  them,  M.  Jourdain,  a  man  of 
seventy-three,  is  certainly  known. 

"  This  unhappy  man  was  dragged  as  far  as  the  village  of 
Coulombs,  and,  being  unable  to  walk  any  further,  was 
bayoneted  in  the  forehead  and  shot  with  a  revolver  through 
ihe  heart. 

"  At  about  tho  same  time  a  man  of  sixty-six,  named 
Dalissier,  living  at  Congis,  was  ordered  by  the  Germans  to 
give  up  his  purse  to  them.  When  he  proved  unable  to  give 
them  any  money,  he  was  tied  up  with  a  halter  and  ruthlessly 
shot.  The  marks  of  about  fifteen  bullets  were  found  on  his 
dead  body.    .    .  . 

General  von  Dutag. 

"  As  showing  the  responsibility  of  officers  of  high  rank  for 
these  proceedings,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  school- 
master at  Sancy,  when  he  was  about  to  be  taken  off  with  the 
others,  was  allowed  to  retain  his  freedom  as  a  favour  by 
General  von  Dutag,  who  was  quartered  on  him. 

"  On  the  6th  of  the  same  month,  after  having  set  on  fire 
some  of  the  houses  in  Courtacon,  a  body  of  soldiers,  believed 
to  belong  to  the  Imperial  Guard,  took  five  men  and  a  child 
of  thirteen  out  into  the  fields,  and  exposed  them  to  the 
Ficnch  fire,  so  long  as  the  engagement  lasted.    .    .  . 

Rebais. 

"  In  this  little  town  serious  acts  of  violence  were  com- 
mitted.   M.  Auguste  Griffaut,  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  was 
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t'-eated  with  horrible  brutality.  They  repeatedly  struck  him 
on  the  head  with  their  fists.  A  revolver  shot  grazed  his 
head.  His  watch  and  his  purse,  containing  800fr.,  were 
stolen  from  his  person. 

"  On  the  same  day  some  German  soldiers  grossly  ill  - 
treated  Mme.  X.,  a  wine  shop  keeper,  aged  twenty-nine,  on 
the  pretence  that  she  was  hiding  English  soldiers.  They  un- 
dressed her  and  kept  her  in  the  middle  of  them  completely 
naked  for  one  and  half  hours ;  then  they  tied  her  to  her 
counter,  giving  her  to  understand  that  they  were  going  to 
shoot  her.  They  were,  however,  called  out  just  then,  and 
went  away,  leaving  their  victim  in  charge  of  an  Alsatian 
soldier,  who  untied  her  and  restored  her  to  liberty. 

"  Again,  on  Sept.  4,  other  soldiers  attempted  to  rape 
Mme.  Z.,  thirty-four  years  of  age,  after  having  sacked  her 
grocery  shop.  Angered  by  her  resistance,  they  tried  to  hang 
her,  but  she  cut  the  rope  with  a  knife  which  was  open  in 
her  pocket.  She  was  then  beaten  mercilessly  until  the  arrival 
■if  an  officer,  who  was  fetched  by  a  witness  of  the 
scene.    .    .  . 

English  Wounded  Murdered. 

"  We  have  also  taken  note  of  the  fact  that,  as  appears  from 
declarations  mndc  by  a  municipal  councillor  of  Rebais,  two 
English  cavalrymen  who  were  surprised  and  wounded  in  this 
Commune  were  finished  off  with  gunshots  by  the  Germans 
«  hen  they  were  dismounted  and  when  one  of  them  had 
thrown  up  his  hands,  showing  thus  that  he  was 
unarmed.    .    .  . 

In  the  Marne. 

"  Destruction  by  arson,  which  only  represents  a  small  pin- 
portion  of  the  acts  of  the  same  kind  in  the  Department  of 
Seine-et-Marne,  was  accomplished  without  the  least  tendency 
to  rebellion  or  the  smallest  act  of  resistance  being  recorded 
against  the  inhabitants  of  the  localities  which  are  to-day  more 
cr  less  completely  destroyed.  In  some  villages  the  Germans 
before  setting  fire  to  them,  made  one  of  their  soldiers  fire  a 
shot  from  his  rifle  so  as  to  be  able  to  pretend  afterwards 
that  the  civilian  population  had  attacked  them,  an  allegation 
which  is  all  the  more  absurd  since  at  the  time  when  the 
enemy  arrived  the  only  inhabitants  left  were  old  men,  sick 
persons,  or  people  absolutely  without  any  means  of  aggression. 

"  Numerous  crimes  against  the  person  have  also  been  com- 
mitted. In  the  majority  of  the  Communes  hostages  have  been 
taken  away  ;  many  of  them  have  not  returned.  At  Sermaize- 
les-Bains  the  Germans  carried  off  about  150  people,  some  of 
whom  were  decked  out  with  helmets  and  coats  and  compelled, 
thus  equipped,  to  mount  guard  over  the  bridges. 

"  At  Bignicourt-sur-Saulx  thirty  men  and  forty-five  women 
,-nd  children  were  obliged  to  leave  with  a  detachment.  At 
Champuis  an  old  man  of  seventy,  named  Jacquemin,  was  tied 
down  in  his  bed  by  an  officer  and  left  in  this  state  without 
food  for  three  days.    He  died  a  little  time  after.    .    .  . 

Tragedy  of  Montmirail. 

"  At  Montmirail  a  scene  of  real  savagery  was  enacted.  On 
Sept.  5  a  non-commissioned  officer  flung  himself  almost  naked 
on  the  widow  Naude,  on  whom  he  was  billeted,  and  carried 
her  into  his  room.  This  woman's  father,  Francois  Fontaine, 
rushed  up  on  hearing  his  daughter's  cry.  At  once  15  or  20 
Germans  broke  through  the  door  of  the  house,  pushed  the  old 
man  into  the  street,  and  shot  him  without  mercy.  Little 
Juliette  Naude  opened  the  window  at  this  moment  and  was 
struck  in  the  stomach  by  a  bullet,  which  went  through  her 
body.  The  poor  child  died  after  twenty-four  hours  of  most 
dieadful  suffering. 

"  On  Sept.  6,  at  Champguyon,  Mme.  Louvet  was  present 
at  the  martyrdom  of  her  husband.  She  saw  him  in  the  hands 
of  ten  or  fifteen  soldiers,  who  were  beating  him  to  death 
before  his  own  house,  and  ran  up  and  kissed  him  through 
the  bars  of  the  gate.  She  was  brutally  pushed  back  and  fell, 
while  the  murderers  dragged  along  the  unhappy  man  covered 
with  blood,  begging  them  to  spare  his  life  and  protesting 
that  he  had  done  nothing  to  be  treated  thus.  He  was  finished 
off-  at  the  end  of  the  village.  When  his  wife  found  his  body 
it  was  horribly  disfigured.  His  head  was  beaten  in,  one  of 
his  eyes  hung  from  the  socket,  and  one  of  his  wrists  was 
broken.    .    .  . 

"His  Highness"  at  Baye. 

"  Next  day  we  went  to  the  Chateau  of  Baye  and  witnessed 
the  traces  of  the  sack  which  this  building  has  suffered.  On 
the  first  floor  a  door  which  leads  into  a  room  next  to  a  gallery, 
where  the  owner  had  collected  valuable  works  of  arts,  has 
teen  broken  in  ;  four  glass  cabinets  have  been  broken  and 
another  has  been  opened.  According  to  the  declarations  of 
the  caretaker,  who,  in  the  absence  of  her  masters,  was  unable 
to  acquaint  us  the  full  extent  of  the  damage,  the  principal 
objects  stolen  were  jewels  of  Russian  origin  and  gold  medals. 
We  noticed  that  the  mounts  covered  with  black  velvet,  which 
must  have  been  taken  out  of  the  cases,  were  stripped  of  a 
part  of  the  jewels  which  had  previously  been  affixed  to  them. 

"  Baron  de  Baye's  room  was  in  the  greatest  disorder. 
Numerous  objects  were  strewn  on  the  floor  from  the  drawers 
which  remained  open.  A  writing  table  had  been  broken  open. 
A  Louis  XVI.  commode  and  a  bureau  a  cylindre  of  the  same 
period  had  been  ransacked. 

"  This  room  must  have  been  ocenpied  by  a  person  of  very 
high  rank,  for  on  the  door  there  still  remains  a  chalk  inscrip- 
tion, '  J.  K.  Hoheit.'  No  one  could  give  us  exact  information 
as  to  the  identity  of  this  '  Highness  ';  however,  a  General 
who  lodged  in  the  house  of  M.  Houllier,  Town  Councillor, 
told  his  host  that  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  and  the  staff  of  the 
10th  Corps  had  occupied  the  chateau. 

"  The  same  day  we  visited  the  Chateau  of  Beaumont,  which 
is  near  Montmirail.  and  belongs  to  the  Comte  de  la  Roche- 
foucauld-Doudeauville.  The  wife  of  the  caretaker  declared 
that  this  house  had  been  sacked  by  the  Germans  in  the  absence 
of  its  owners  during  an  occupation  which  lasted  from  Sept.  4 
to  6.  The  invaders  left  it  in  an  indescribable  state  of  disorder 
f.nd  filth.  The  writing  tables,  bureaux,  and  safes  had  been 
broken  open.  The  jewel  boxes  had  been  taken  from  the 
drawers  and  emptied- 

"  On  the  doors  of  the  room  we  could  read  inscriptions  in 
chalk,    among    which    we    took    note    of    the    following  :  [ 
'  Excellent,'  '  Major  von  Ledebnr,'  '  Graf  Waldersee." 


In  the  Mens-.: 
"  The  Germans,  having  completely  sacked  the  houses  of 
Revigny  and  carried  off  their  booty  on  vehicles,  burned  two- 
tlirds  of  the  town  during  three  consecutive  days  from  Sept.  6 
to  9,  sprinkling  the  walls  with  petrol  by  means  of  hand 
pumps,  and  throwing  into  the  houses  little  bags  full  of  com- 
piessed  powder  in  tablets.  We  have  been  furnished  with 
siecimens  of  these  little  bags  and  these  tablets,  as  well  as 
with  fuse  sticks  of  inflammable  matter  which  had  been  left  by 
the  incendiaries.    .   .  . 

Sommeilles. 

"  Few  localities  in  the  department  of  the  Mouse  have 
suffered  as  much  as  the  commune  of  Sommeilles.  It  is  nothing 
but  a  heap  of  ruins,  having  been  completely  burnt  on  Sept.  6 
by  a  regiment  of  German  Infantry  bearing  the  number  fifty- 
one.  The  place  was  set  on  fire  with  the  help  of  machines 
like  bicycle  pumps  with  which  many  of  the  soldiers  were 
furnished. 

*'  This  unhappy  village  was  the  scene  of  a  terrible  drama. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  fire  Mme.  X.,  whose  husband  is 
with  the  colours,  took  refuge  in  the  cellar  of  M.  et  Mme. 
Adnot,  together  with  these  latter  and  their  four  children  aged 
respectively  eleven,  five,  four,  and  ono  and  a  half  years.  A 
few  days  afterwards  the  bodies  of  all  these  unfortunate  people 
vere  discovered  in  the  middle  of  a  pool  of  blood.  Adnot 
had  been  shot,  Mine.  X.  had  her  breast  and  right  arm  cut 
off;  the  little  girl  of  eleven  had  a  foot  severed,  the  little 
toy  of  five  had  his  throat  cut.    .    •  , 

The  Duke  of  Wurtemberg. 

"  At  Triaucourt  the  Germans  gave  themselves  up  to  the 
worst  excesses.  Angered  doubtless  by  the  remark  which  an 
officer  bad  addressed  to  a  soldier,  against  whom  a  young  girl 
of  nineteen,  Mile.  Helene  Proces,  had  made  complaint  on 
account  of  the  indecent  treatment  to  which  she  had  heen 
subjected,  they  burnt  the  village  and  made  a  systematic 
massacre  of  the  inhabitants.  Fearing,  not  without  reason, 
for  their  lives,  Mile.  Proces,  her  mother,  her  grandmother  of 
seventy-one,  and  her  old  aunt  of  eighty-one,  Mile.  Laure 
Mennehand,  tried  with  the  help  of  a  ladder  to  cross  the 
ti  ell  is  which  separates  their  garden  from  a  neighbouring 
pioperty.  The  young  girl  alone  was  able  to  reach  the  other 
side,  and  to  avoid  death  by  hiding  in  the  cabbages.  As  for 
the  other  women,  they  were  struck  down  by  rifle  shots.  The 
village  cure  collected  the  brains  of  Mile.  Mennehand  on  the 
ground  on  which  they  were  strewn,  and  had  the  bodies 
carried  into  Proces's  house.  During  the  following  night  the 
Germans  played  the  piano  near  the  bodies.  When  the  cur6 
\  iller  expressed  his  indignation  at  the  treatment  inflicted  upon 
his  parish  to  the  Duke  of  Wurtemberg,  who  was  lodged  in  the 
village,  the  latter  replied  :  '  What  would  you  have?  We 
have  bad  'soldiers  just  as  you  have.*  The  little  town  of 
Clermont-en-Argonne,  on  the  slope  of  a  picturesque  hill  in 
the  middle  of  a  pleasant  landscape,  used  to  be  visited  every 
year  by  numerous  tourists.  On  Sept,  4,  at  night,  the  121st 
and  122nd  Wurtemberg  Regiments,  entered  the  place,  break- 
ing down  the  doors  of  the  houses  and  giving  themselves  up 
to  unrestrained  pillage,  which  continued  during  the  whole  of 
the  next  day.  Towards  midday  a  soldier  set  fire  to  the 
dwelling  of  a  clockmaker  by  deliberately  upsetting  the  con- 
ttnts  of  an  oil  lamp,  which  he  used  for  making  coffee.  An 
inhabitant,  M.  Monternach,  at  once  ran  to  fetch  the  town 
fire  engine,  and  asked  an  officer  to  lend  him  men  to  work  it. 
Brutally  refused  and  threatened  with  a  revolver,  he  renewed 
his  request  to  several  other  officers,  with  no  greater  success. 
Meanwhile  the  Germans  continued  to  burn  the  town,  making 
use  of  sticks,  on  the  top  of  which  torches  were  fastened. 
While  the  houses  blazed  the  soldiers  poured  into  the  church, 
which  stood  by  itself  on  the  height,  and  danced  there  to  the 
sound  of  the  organ.  Then,  before  leaving,  they  set  fire  to 
it  with  grenades  as  well  as  with  vessels  full  of  inflammable 
liquid,  containing  wicks.    .    .  . 

Prince  of  Wittenstein. 

"  After  the  burning  of  Clermont,  bodies  of  the  Mayor  of 
Vauquois,  M.  Poinsignon  (which  was  completely  carbonised), 
nnd  that  of  a  young  hoy  of  eleven,  who  had  been  shot  at  point 
blank  range,  were  found. 

''  When  the  fire  was  out  pillage  recommenced  in  the  houses 
which  the  flames  had  spared.  Furniture  carried  off  from  the 
hcuse  of  M.  Desforges  and  stuffs  stolen  from  the  shop  of  M. 
N'ordmann,  a  draper,  were  heaped  together  in  motor-cars. 
At  the  time  when  this  happened  the  town  of  Clermont-en- 
Argonne  was  occupied  by  the  13th  Wurtemberg  Corps,  under 
the  command  of  General  von  Durach,  and  by  a  troop  of 
Uhlans,  commanded  by  Prince  von  Wittenstein.    .    .  . 

In  the  Meuvthe-et-Moselle. 

"  Oil  Aug.  14  the  Germans  took  as  their  special  objective 
the  hospital  of  Pont-ft-Mousson,  from  whose  towers  floated 
Red  Cross  flags,  visible  from  a  great  distance.  No  less  than 
seventy  shells  fell  on  to  this  building,  and  we  have  witnessed 
the  damage  they  have  caused.  We  experienced  real  horror 
when  we  found  ourselves  before  the  lamentable  ruins  of 
Nomeny.  With  the  exception  of  some  few  houses  which  still 
stood  near  the  railway  station  in  a  spot  separated  by  the 
Seille  from  the  principal  group  of  buildings,  there  remains 
of  this  little  town  only  a  succession  of  broken  and  blackened 
walls  in  the  midst  of  ruins,  in  which  may  be  seen  here  and 
there  the  bones  of  a  few  animals  partially  charred  and  the 
carbonised  remains  of  human  bodies.  The  rage  of  a  maddened 
soldiery  has  been  unloosed  there  without  pity.    .    .  . 

Martyrdom  of  Nomeny. 

"  MM.  Sanson,  Pierson,  Lallemand,  Adam  Jeanpierre, 
Meunier,  Schneider,  Raymond,  Duponcel,  and  Hazotte,  father 
and  son,  were  killed  by  rifle  shots  in  the  streets.  M.  Killian, 
seeing  himself  threatened  by  a  sabre  stroke,  protected  his  neck 
with  his  hand.  He  had  three  fingers  cut  off  and  his  throat 
gashed.  An  old  man  aged  eighty-six,  M.  Petitjean,  who  was 
seated  in  his  armchair,  had  his  skull  smashed  by  a  German 
shot.  A  soldier  showed  the  corpse  to  Mme.  Bertrand,  saying. 
'  Do  you  see  that  pig  there*  '  The  most  tragic  incident  in  | 
this  horrible  scene  occurred  in  the  house  of  M.  Vasse,  who 


had  collected  a  number  of  people  in  his  cellar  in  the  Faubourg 
de  Nancy.  Towards  four  o'clock  about  fifty  soldiers  rushed 
into  the  house,  beat  in  the  door  and  windows,  and  set  it 
on  fire.  The  refugees  then  made  an  effort  to  flee,  but  'hey 
were  struck  down  one  after  the  other  as  they  came  ;ut. 
M.  MentriS  was  murdered  first ;  then  his  son  Leon  fell  with 
his  little  sister  aged  eight  in  his  arms.  As  he  was  not  killei 
outright,  the  end  of  a  rifle  barrel  was  placed  on  his  head,  and 
his  brains  blown  out.  Then  it  was  the  turn  of  the  Kieffer 
family.  The  mother  was  wounded  in  the  arm  and  shoulder. 
The  father  and  little  boy,  aged  ten,  and  little  girl,  aged  three, 
were  shot.  The  murderers  went  on  firing  on  them  after  they 
had  fallen.  Kieffer,  stretched  on  the  ground,  received  another 
bullet  in  tho  forehead,  and  his  son  had  the  top  of  his  head 
blown  off  by  a  shot.  Last  of  all,  M.  Strieffert  and  one  of  the 
sons  of  Vasse  were  murdered,  while  Mme.  Mentre  received 
three  bullets,  one  in  the  left  leg,  another  in  tho  arm  on  the 
same  side,  and  one  on  her  forehead,  which  was  only  grazed. 
M,  Guillaume  was  dragged  into  the  street,  and  there  found 
dead.  Simonin,  n  young  girl  of  seventeen,  came  out  last 
from  the  cellar,  with  her  sister  Joanne,  aged  three.  The 
latter  had  her  elbow  almost  carried  off  by  a  bullet.  The  elder 
girl  flung  herself  on  the  ground  and  pretended  to  be  dead, 
remaining  for  five  minutes  in  terrible  anguish.  A  soldier  gave 
her  a  kick,  crying  '  CapoUt.'  According  to  the  depositions 
which  wo  have  received,  all  these  abominations  were  com- 
mitted chiefly  by  the  second  and  fourth  regiments  of  Bavarian 
infantry.   .   .  . 

Murders  at  Luneville. 

"  On  Aug.  25,  at  Luneville,  soldiers  came  to  summon  M. 
Steiner,  who  had  hidden  in  his  cellar.  His  wife,  fearing  some 
misfortune,  tried  to  keep  him  back.  As  she  held  him  in  her 
arms  she  received  a  bullet  in  the  neck.  A  few  moments  after, 
Steiner,  having  obeyed  the  order  which  had  been  given  to 
him,  fell  mortally  wounded  in  his  garden.  M.  Kaliu  was  also 
murdered  in  his  garden.  His  mother,  aged  ninety-eight, 
whose  body  was  burnt  in  the  fire,  had  first  been  killed  in  her 
bed  by  a  bayonet  thrust,  according  to  the  account  of  an  indi- 
vidual who  acted  as  interpreter  to  the  enemy.  M.  Binder, 
who  was  coming  out  to  escape  the  flames,  was  also  struck 
down.  The  German  by  whom  he  was  killed,  realised  that 
he  had  shot  him  without  any  motive,  at  the  moment  when 
the  unfortunate  man  was  standing  quietly  before  a  door.  M. 
Vernier  suffered  the  same  fate  as  Binder.  Finally,  towards 
five  in  the  evening,  soldiers  entered  the  house  of  the  woman 
Sibilte,  in  the  same  place,  and  without  any  reason  took  posses- 
sion of  her  son,  ted  him  200  metres  from  the  house,  and 
murdered  him  there,  together  with  M.  Vallon,  to  whose  body 
they  had  fastened  him.  A  witness,  who  had  seen  tho 
murderers  at  the  moment  when  they  were  dragging  their 
victim  along,  saw  them  return  without  him,  and  noticed  that 
their  saw-bayonets  were  covered  with  blood  and  bits  or  ilesii. 
The  next  day,  the  26th,  M.  Hamiuan  and  his  son,  aged 
twenty-one,  were  arrested  in  their  own  ll  mise  and  dragged  out 
by  a  band  of  soldiers  who  had  entered  by  breaking  down  the 
door.  The  father  was  beaten  unmercifully-,  as  for  the  young 
man,  as  he  tried  to  struggle,  a  non-commissioned  officer  blew 
out  his  brains  with  a  revolver  shot.  It  appeared  to  us  desir- 
able to  deal  also  at  Luneville  with  acts  which  are  less  grave, 
but  which  throw  a  peculiar  light  on  the  habits  of  thought  of 
the  invader.  On  Aug.  25  M.  Lenoir,  sixty-seven  years  of  age, 
together  with  his  wife,  were  led  into  the  fields  with  their 
hands  tied  behind  their  back.  After  both  had  been  cruelly 
ill-treated,  a  non-commissioned  officer  took  possession  of 
eighteen  hundred  francs  in  gold  which  M.  Lenoir  carried  on 
him.  As  we  have  already  stated,  the  most  impudent  theft 
seems  to  have  formed  part  of  the  customs  of  tho  German 
army,  who  practised  it  publicly.  The  following  is  an  interest- 
ing example  :  During  the  burning  of  a  house  belonging  to 
Mme.  Leclerc,  the  safes  of  two  inhabitants  resisted  the  flames. 
One,  belonging  to  M.  George,  Sub-Inspector  of  Waters  and 
Forests,  had  fallen  into  the  ruins,  tho  other  safe,  belonging 
to  M.  Goudchau,  general  dealer,  remained  fixed  to  a  wall  at 
the  height  of  the  second  story.  The  non-commissioned  officer 
Weiss,  who  was  well  acquainted "  with  the  town,  whoro  he 
had  often  been  welcomed  when  he  used  to  come  before  the 
war  to  carry  on  bis  business  of  hop  merchant,  went  with  llio 
soldiers  to  the  place  and  ordered  that  the  piece  of  wall  whicil 
remained  standing  should  be  blown  up  with  dynamite,  and 
saw  that  the  two  safes  were  taken  to  the  station,  where  they 
were  placed  on  a  truck  destined  for  Germany.    .    ,  . 

Von  Fosbender's  Proclamation. 

"  '  On  Aug.  25,  1914,  the  inhabitants  of  Luneville  made  an 
attack  by  ambuscade  against  the  German  columns  and  trans- 
ports. On  the  same  day  the  inhabitants  fired  on  hospital 
buildings  marked  with  the  Red  Cross.  Further,  shots  were 
fired  on  the  German  wounded  and  the  military  hospital  con- 
taining a  German  ambulance.  On  account  of  these  acts  of 
hostility  a  contribution  of  650,000fr.  is  imposed  on  the  Com- 
mune of  Luneville.  The  Mayor  is  ordered  to  pay  this  sum — 
50,000fr.  in  silver  and  the  remainder  in  gold — on  Sept.  6  at 
nine  o'clock  in  tho  morning  to  the  representative  of  the 
German  Military  Authority.  No  protest  will  be  considered. 
No  extension  of  time  will  be  granted.  If  the  commune  does 
not  punctually  obey  the  order  to  pay  650,000fr.  all  the  goods 
which  are  available  will  be  seized.  In  case  payment  is  not 
made  domiciliary  searches  will  take  pluce  and  alt  the  in- 
habitants will  be  searched.  Anyone  who  shall  have  deli- 
berately hidden  money  or  shall  have  attempted  to  hide  his 
goods  from  the  seizure  of  the  military  authorities,  or  who 
seeks  to  leave  the  town,  will  be  shut.  The  Mayor  and 
hostages  taken  by  the  military  authorities  will  he  made 
responsible  for  the  exact  execution  of  the  above  order.  The 
Mayor  is  ordered  to  publish  these  directions  to  the  commune 
at  once. 

Hehamonil,  Sept.  3,  1914. 
Commander-in-Chief,  von  Fosdender. 

Sack  of  Gerbeviller. 

"  Like  Nomeny,  the  pretty  town  of  Gerbeviller,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mortagne,  fell  a  victim  to  the  fury  of  the 
Germans  under  terrible  circumstances.  On  Aug.  24  the 
enemy's  troops  hurled  themselves  against  some  sixty  cltti#tttir* 
d  pied,  who  offered  heroic  resistance,  and  who  inflicted  heavy 
loss  upon  them.    They  took  a  d~astic  vengeance  upon  the 
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civilian  population;  indeed,  from  the  moment  of  their 
sntrance  into  the  town,  the  Germans  gave  themselves  up  to  the 
worst  excesses,  entering  the  houses  with  savage  yells,  burning 
the  buildings,  killing  or  arresting  the  inhabitants,  and  sparing 
neither  women  nnr  old  men.  Out  of  475  houses,  twenty  at 
most  are  still  habitable.  More  than  100  persons  have  dis- 
appeared, fifty  at  least  have  been  massacred.  Some  were  led 
into  the  fields  to  be  shot,  others  were  murdered  in  their 
houses  or  struck  down  as  they  passed  through  the  streets  as 
they  wore  trying  to  escape  from  the  conflagration.  Up  to 
now  thirty-six  bodies  have  been  identified.  In  the  morning 
the  enemy  entered  the  house  of  M.  and  Mme.  Lingenheld, 
seized  the  son,  thirtv-six  years  of  ago,  who  wore  the  brassard 
of  the  Red  Cross,  tied  his  hands  behind  his  back,  dragged 
him  into  the  street,  and  shot  him.  They  then  returned  to 
look  for  the  father,  an  old  man  of  seventy.  Mme.  Lingen- 
held then  took  to  flight.  On  her  way  she  saw  her  son 
stretched  on  the  ground,  and  as  the  unhappy  man  was  still 
moving  some  Germans  drenched  him  with  petrol,  to  which 
thev  set  fire  in  the  presence  of  the  terrified  mother.  In  the 
meantime  M.  Lingenheld  was  led  to  La  Prele,  where  he  was 
executed.    .    •  '  • 

General  Clauss. 

"  At  the  same  time  the  soldiers  knocked  at  the  door  of  the 
house  occupied  by  M.  Dehnn.  his  wife,  and  Mb  mother-in- 
law,  the  widow  Guillaume,  aged  seventy-eight.  The  latter, 
who  opened  the  door,  was  shot  point-blank,  and  fell  into  the 
arms  of  her  son-in-law,  who  ran  up  behind  her.  '  They  have 
killed  me!'  she  cried.  'Carry  mo  into  the  garden.'  Her 
children  obeyed,  and  laid  her  at  the  end  of  the  garden  with 
a  pillow  under  her  head  and  a  blanket  over  her  legs,  and 
then  stretched  themselves  at  the  foot  of  tho  wall  to  avoid 
shells,  At  tho  end  of  an  hour  tho  widow  Guillaume  was 
dead.  Her  daughter  wrapped  her  in  a  blanket  and  placed  a 
handkerchief  over  her  face.  Almost  immediately  the  Germans 
hrnke  into  the  garden.  They  carried  off  Dehan  and  shot 
him  at  La  Prole,  and  led  bis  wife  away  on  to  the  Fraimbois 
road,  whero  she  found  about  forty  people,  principally  women 
and  children,  in  tho  enemy's  hands,  and  heard  an  officer  of 
high  rank  say  :  '  We  must  shoot  these  women  and  children. 
Wo  must  make  nn  end  of  them.'  Tho  excesses  and  crimes 
which  were  committed  at  Gerb6viller  were  principally  the 
work  of  the  Bavarians.  The  troops  which  committed  them 
were  under  tho  command  of  the  German  General  Clauss. 
whose  brutality  lias  been  brought  to  our  notice  in  other 
places.    .    .  . 

The  Third  Bavarian  Division. 

"  At  Maixe  the  Germans  burned  thirty-six  houses  and 
murdered  MM.  Gaucon,  Demange,  Jacques,  Thomas,  Marshal, 
OhaudlBi  Grand,  Simonin.  Vnconet.  and  Mme.  Beurton  on  the 
pretext  thitt  they  bad  been  firing  at  them.  Gaucon  was 
dragged  from  his  owr.  house  and  thrown  on  a  dunghill,  where 
a  soldier  killed  him  with  a  rifle  shot  in  the  stomach.  Demange, 
who  was  wounded  in  both  knees  while  in  his  cellar,  succeeded 
in  dragging  himself  ns  far  as  the  kitchen.  The  Germans  set 
fur.  to  tho  house  and  prevented  Mme.  Demange  from  rescuing 
her  husband,  and  left  their  victims  lo  be  burnt  in  the  blazing 
house.  A  few  days  afterwards  a  German  officer  handed 
to  M.  Thouvonin.  municipal  councillor  of  the  commune,  a 
note  stating  that  Simonin  had  been  shot,  and  that  his  last 
wishes  were  expressed  in  a  document  which  was  in  the  hands 
of  tho  General  Commanding  the  3rd  Bavarian  Division.  On 
this  document,  of  which  a  copy  has  been  sent  to  us,  appears 
tho  signature  of  an  officer  of  the  3rd  Regiment  of  the 
Ohevaux-Iegers.  The  Chateau  of  Beauzomont  was  broken 
into  on  Aug.  22.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  its  occupation  the 
wives  of  several  German  staff  officers  arrived  in  motor-cars. 
Everything  that  had  been  stolen  from  the  chateau,  especially 
plate,  hats,  and  silk  dresses,  were  loaded  on  the  motor-carB. 

On  Oct.  21  the  lieutenant -colonel  commanding  the  French 

Infantry  Regiment,  took  possession  of  this  chateau.  He 
found  it  in  a  state  of  disorder  and  revolting  filth.  The 
drawers  of  most  of  the  furniture  had  been  broken  into  and 
left  open,  and  the  floor  of  the  billiard-room  was  in  a  filthy 
condition.  There  was  a  disgusting  smell  in  the  bedroom 
nccupiod  by  the  German  General  Commanding  the  7th 
Reserve  Division.    .    .  . 

General  Fabricins. 

"  At  Baccarat  tho  enemy  did  not  massacre  anybody,  but  on 
Aug.  25  they  carried  out  a  systematic  pillage,  and  in  order 
to  l>e  able  to  do  this  undisturbed  they  had  ordered  the  popu- 
lation to  assemble  at  tho  railway  station.  The  pillage  was 
carried  out  under  (he  supervision  of  the  officers.  Clocks  and 
various  articles  of  furniture  and  objtls  d'art  were  carried 
off ;  when  the  inhabitants  returned  home  they  were  ordered 
out  again  an  hour  later  and  informed  that  the  town  was  to 
be  burned  ;  indeed,  the  centre  of  tho  town  was  ablaze.  The 
conflagration,  which  was  started  by  torches  and  pastilles, 
destroyed  112  houses  ;  only  four  or  five  were  burned  by  shells. 
After  tho  fire,  sentinels  were  placed,  who  prevented  the 
owners  from  approaching  the  ruins  of  their  houses,  and  when 
the  blaze  had  abated,  tho  Germans  ransacked  the  ruins  them- 
selves in  order  to  gain  access  to  the  collars.  After  this  opera- 
tion. Con.  FabrioiUB,  commanding  the  artillery  of  the  14th 
Baden  Corps,  said  to  M.  Renaud.  tho  acting  Mayor,  'I  did 
not  think  that  Baccarat  contained  such  a  quantity  of  fine 
wine.    We  found  more  than  100,000  bottles.'    .    .  . 

General  Tanner. 

"  At  Lamath  nn  Aug.  24  tho  Bavarians  Bhot  an  old  man 
of  seventy,  M.  Louis,  who  had  come  out  of  his  house  to 
relieve  the  needs  ol  nature,  Tho  unhappy  man  received  at 
least  ton  bullets  in  the  chest.  His  son-in-law,  who  was  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  tuberculosis,  was  taken  and  led  away.  No 
news  had  hoen  received  of  him.  Two  other  inhabitants  of 
tho  commune  who  were  made  prisoners  at  the  same  time  as 
this  man,  nro  still  in  captivity  in  Bavaria, 

The  Abbe  Mathieu.  Cure  of  Fraimbois.  was  arrested  on 
Aug.  29  on  the  false  allegation  that  shots  had  been  fired  at 
the  Germans  in  his  parish.  In  the  course  of  his  captivity, 
which  lasted  sixteen  days,  he  was  present  at  the  murder  of 
two  of  our  follow-muntrvmen,  M.  Poissonnier,  of  Gerbe- 
villor,  and  M.  Victur-Moyer,  of  Fraimbois;  the  former,  an 
invalid,  who  could  scarcely  stand,  was  accused  of  having  fol- 


lowed the  armies  as  a  spy.  The  latter  had  been  arrested 
because  his  little  girl  had  picked  up  a  bit  of  telephone  wire 
broken  by  shrapnel.  One  morning,  towards  six  o'clock,  the 
Bavarian  officers  went  through  a  travesty  of  justice,  reading 
documents  drawn  up  in  German,  collecting  the  votes  of  eight 
or  nine  young  lieutenants  to  whom  voting  papers  had  been 
given.  The  two  men  were  condemned  unanimously  and 
warned  that  they  were  about  to  die,  and  the  priest  was  re- 
quested to  give  them  the  consolations  of  religion.  They 
protested  their  innocence  with  prayers  and  tears,  but  thoy 
were  compelled  to  kneel  down  against  tho  embankment  of 
the  road,  and  a  platoon  of  twenty-four  soldiers  drawn  up  in 
double  file,  fired  twice  at  them.  The  village  of  Fraimbois 
was  pillaged,  and  the  objects  stolen  were  loaded  on  to  vehicles, 
Tho  Abbe  Mathieu  complained  to  Generals  Tanner  and  Clauss 
of  the  burning  of  his  bee-house,  and  received  from  the  former 
the  simple  reply,  '  What  do  you  expect?  It  is  war!  '  The 
latter  did  not  even  reply.    .    .  . 

The  Gallant  Captain. 

"  At  Herimenil  on  Aug.  20  the  enemy,  who  had  arrived 
on  the  24th,  were  guilty  of  monstrous  acts.  Tho  inhabitants 
were  asked  to  come  to  the  church  and  were  kept  there  for 
four  days,  while  their  houses  wore  sacked  and  the  French 
bombarded  the  village.  Twenty-four  people  were  killed  inside 
the  church  by  a  shell.  As  a  woman,  who  had  succeeded  with 
great  trouble  in  leaving  the  church  for  a  moment,  was  return- 
ing with  a  little  milk  for  the  children,  a  captain,  furious  at 
seeing  that  this  prisoner  had  been  allowed  to  pass,  cried  out, 
'  I  meant  that  the  door  should  not  be  opened  !  I  meant  the 
French  to  fire  on  their  own  people.'  This  same  captain  a 
short  time  before  had  been  guilty  of  a  revolting  cruelty.  He 
was  present,  eyeglass  in  eye,  when  Mme.  Winger,  a  young 
woman  of  twenty-three,  was  going  to  the  church  in  obedience 
to  the  general  order,  together  with  her  servants,  a  girl  and 
two  young  men,  each  of  them  eighteen  years  old.  and,  con- 
sidering their  progress  too  slow,  with  a  word  he  directed  the 
soldiers  to  fire,  and  the  four  victims  fell  mortally  wounded. 
The  Germans  left  the  corpses  in  the  street  for  two  days. 
Next  day  they  shot  M.  Bocquel.  who  was  ignorant  of  the 
orders  which  had  been  given,  and  had  remained  in  his  house. 
They  also  killed  in  his  own  house  M.  Florentin,  aged  seventy- 
seven.    :    f  .  ■ 

An  Angry  Uhlan. 

"  At  Croismare  on  Aug.  25,  when  the  Germans  were  forced 
to  beat  a  retreat,  maddened  by  their  check,  they  began  to 
fire  on  everybody  they  met.  An  Uhlan  officer  killed  with  a 
rifle  shot  M.  Kriegel,  who  had  gone  into  the  field  to  pull 
potatoes.  On  Aug.  23,  at  Erbeviller.  a  Saxon  captain  found 
a  very  practical  moans  of  getting  money  for  himself.  He 
collected  tho  men  in  the  village,  and  tried  vainly,  by  threaten- 
ing to  shoot  them,  to  obtain  a  declaration  from  thorn  that  the 
sentries  bad  been  shot  at,  although  he  knew  perfectly'*  well 
that  it  was  untrue.  Then  he  shut  them  up  in  a  barn.  In 
the  evening  be  had  brought  before  him  the  wife  ot  M. 
Jacques,  a  retired  schoolmaster,  who  was  one  of  the  prisoners, 
and  said  to  her,  '  I  am  not  certain  that  these  are  the  men  who 
fired.  They  will  he  set  at  liberty  to-morrow  morning  if  you 
can  give  me  a  thousand  francs  in  the  next  few  minutes.' 
Mme.  Jacques  gave  him  the  amount,  and  in  reply  to  her 
request,  he  gave  her  a  receipt  for  it,  and  the  hostages  were  set 
at  liberty.    .    .  . 

The  Baron's  Receipt. 

"  The  receipt  drawn  up  by  the  officer  reads  as  follows  : 

"  '  Receipt.    Erbeviller,  Aug.  23,  1914. 
"  '  As  a  punishment  for  being  suspected  of  having  fired  on 
German  sentries  during  the  night  of  Aug.  22  and  23  I  have 
received  from  the  Commune  of  Erbeviller  one  thousand  francs 

(1000fr.).  Baiion   (illegible). 

'  haupt.  reit.  regim. 

"  During  our  stay  at  Nancy  and  Luneville,  we  had  the 
opportunity  of  receiving  a  good  deal  of  evidence  with  refer- 
ence to  crimes  committed  by  the  Germans  in  districts  which 
were  still  occupied  by  their  troops,  and  which  the  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  had  been  forced  to  evacuate.  The  most 
cruel  of  those  acts  took  place  at  the  village  of  Emberme'nil. 
At  the  end  of  October  or  the  beginning  of  November,  an 
enemy  patrol  met  near  this  commune  a  young  woman,  Mme. 
Masson,  who  was  obviously  pregnant,  and  questioned  her  as 
to  whether  there  were  French  soldiers  at  Emberntenil.  She 
replied  that  she  did  not  know,  which  was  true.  The  Ger- 
mans then  entered  the  village  and  were  received  by  our 
soldiers  with  rifle  fire.  On  Nov.  5  a  detachment  of  the  4th 
Bavarian  Regiment  arrived  and  collected  all  the  inhabitants 
in  front  of  the  church.  An  officer  then  asked  which  person 
it  was  who  had  betrayed  them.  Suspecting  that  he  referred 
to  her  meeting  with  the  Germans  some  days  before,  and 
realising  the  danger  that  all  her  fellow-citizens  ran,  Mme. 
Masson  with  great  courage  stepped  forward  and  repeated 
what  she  had  said,  and  declared  that  in  saying  it  she  had 
acted  in  good  faith.  She  was  immediately  seized  and  forced 
to  sit  down  on  a  bench  beside  young  Dime,  aged  twenty-four, 
who  had  been  taken  haphazard  as  a  second  victim.  The 
whole  population  begged  for  mercy  for  the  unhappy  woman, 
but  the  Germans  were  inflexible.  '  One  woman  and  one  man,' 
thev  said,  1  must  be  shot.  Those  are  the  colonel's  orders. 
What  will  you?  It  is  war.'  Eight  soldiers  drawn  up  in  two 
ranks  fired  three  times  at  the  two  martyrs  in  tho  presence  of 
the  whole  village.  The  house  of  Mme  Mnsson's  father-in-law 
was  then  set  on  fire.  That  of  M.  BlaiKliin  had  been  burnt  a 
few  moments  boforB.    ,    ,  . 

In  the  Oise, 

"  On  Aug.  31,  near  Mery,  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  some 
English  guns  which  were  drawn  up  at  the  place  called  '  Le 
Bout  do  la  Yille,*  and  an  engagement  began  between  tho 
cavalry  of  the  two  armies.  At  this  moment  the  Germans 
entered  the  sugar  factory,  which  is  situated  in  a  hamlet  of 
the  commune.  They  seized  the  manager,  his  family,  and  all 
the  staff  of  the  factory,  and  during  the  three  hours  which  the 
engagement  lasted,  made  them  walk  in  a  parallel  line  to 
themselves  in  order  to  protect  themselves  against  the  fusillade 


which  was  catching  them  on  the  flank.  Among  the  twenty- 
five  people  who  were  thus  exposed  to  grave  danger,  were 
women  and  children.  A  work  girl,  Mme.  Jeansenno,  was 
killed,  and  a  foreman,  Courtois,  had  a  bullet  through  his  left 
arm.  At  ten  in  the  evening,  the  enemy  returned  in  force  to 
the  village.  They  left  the  next  day,  after  having  burned  the 
houses  and  carried  out  a  general  sack. 

"  On  Sept.  2  the  Germans  entered  Senlis,  where  they  were 
greeted  by  rifle  fire  from  African  troops.  Alleging  that  they 
had  been  fired  on  by  civilians,  thoy  set  fire  to  two  quarters 
of  the  town.  One  hundred  and  five  bouses  were  burned  in 
the  following  manner  :  The  Germans  marched  along  the 
streets  in  a  column  ;  at  a  whistle  from  an  officer,  some  of  them 
fell  out,  and  proceeded  to  break  in  the  doors  of  the  houses 
and  the  shop  fronts ;  then  others  came  along  and  lit  the 
fire  with  grenades  and  rockets  :  patrols  who  followed  them 
fired  incendiary  bullets  with  their  rifles  into  those  houses  in 
which  the  fire  was  not  taking  hold  fast  enough. 

"  While  our  soldiers  were  firing  in  the  outskirts  of  the 
town,  the  hostages  who  had  been  taken  into  the  streets  by  the 
Germans,  were  forced  to  walk  in  the  middle  of  the  road, 
while  the  Germans  prudently  kept  to  the  footpaths. 
M.  Levasseur,  Mme.  Dauchy  and  her  little  girl  aged  five, 
MM.  Pinchaux,  Minouflet,  and  Leymarie,  were  among  the 
number  of  the  hostages  who  were  thus  exposed  to  death. 
Near  the  hospital  Levasseur  was  killed,  Soon  Leymarie  in 
his  turn  fell  mortally  wounded.  As  he  was  carrying  him  to 
lay  him  at  the  foot  of  a  wall,  Minouflet  was  struck  by  a 
bullet  on  the  knee.  An  officer  approached  him,  and  told  him 
to  show  his  wound,  and  then  suddenly  fired  with  his  revolver 
into  bis  shoulder.  At  the  same  spot,  a  witness  saw  another 
officer  in  the  act  of  torturing  a  French  wounded  soldier  by 
beating  him  in  the  face  with  a  stick. 

The  Pomeranians. 

"  At  three  o'clock  the  Mayor  of  Senlis,  M.  Odent,  was 
arrested  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  on  the  allegation,  against 
which  he  protested,  that  civilians  had  fired  on  the  German 
troops.  While  he  was  being  led  away,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Mairie  joined  him  near  the  Hotel  du  Grand  Cerf,  and  pro- 
posed that  he  should  go  and  fetch  his  deputies.  '  It  is  use- 
less,' he  replied,  '  one  victim  is  enough.'  The  magistrate  was 
taken  to  Chamant,  and  during  the  journey  was  the  butt  of 
hateful  brutality.  His  gloves  were  torn  from  him  and  thrown 
in  his  face ;  his  stick  was  taken  from  him,  and  he  was 
violently  beaten  with  it  on  the  head.  Finally,  towards 
eleven  o'clock,  he  was  made  to  appear  before  three  officers. 
One  of  them  questioned  him,  persisting  in  accusing  him  of 
having  fired  or  caused  others  to  fire  on  the  Germans,  and 
warned  him  that  he  was  about  to  die.  M.  Odent  then  went 
to  bis  fellow-captives,  handed  them  his  papers  and  money, 
shook  hands  with  them,  and  with  great  dignity  made  his  last 
adieu.  Ho  then  returned  to  the  officers.  On  their  order,  two 
soldiers  dragged  him  ten  metres  away,  and  sent  two  bullets 
through  his  head.  The  murderers  made  a  little  hollow  in 
the  ground  and  flung  over  the  corpse  a  layer  of  earth  so  thin 
that  it  did  not  cover  the  victim's  feet ;  a  few  hours  before, 
200  metres  off,  six  other  inhabitants  of  Senlis,  MM.  Pommier, 
Barhier,  Aubert,  Cotteieau.  Arthur  Rigault,  and  Dewert  had 
already  been  shot  and  buried. 

"  The  same  evening,  M.  Jeandin,  a  baker,  who  had  been 
arrested  at  three  or  four  in  the  afternoon  without  any  reason, 
and  then  taken  by  the  49th  Pomeranian  Regiment  of  Infantry 
to  Villers-Saint-Frambourg,  was  fastened  to  a  stake  in  a  field 
and  pierced  repeatedly  with  the  point  of  a  bayonet.    .    .  . 

The  Sack  of  Creil. 

"  On  Sept.  3,  at  Creil,  under  the  orders  of  a  captain  who 
bad  tried  to  force  MM.  Guillot  and  MM.  Demonts  to  show 
him  the  houses  of  the  richest  inhabitants,  the  Germans 
scattered  among  the  houses,  breaking  in  doors  and  windows, 
and  gave  themselves  up  to  pillage  with  the  complicity  of  their 
leaders,  to  whom  they  came  constantly  to  show  the  jewellery 
which  they  had  stolen.  Demonts  and  Guillot  were  then  led 
into  the  country,  where  they  found  about  one  hundred  inhabi- 
tants of  Creil  and  Nogent-sur-Oise  and  the  neighbourhood. 
All  these  persons  were  forced  to  suffer  the  shame  and  grief 
of  working  against  the  defence  of  their  country  by  cutting 
down  a  field  of  maize  which  hindered  the  firing  of  the  enemy 
and  by  digging  trenches  intended  to  shelter  the  Germans. 
For  seven  days  the  enemy  kept  thorn  there  without  giving 
them  food.  Some  women  of  the  neighbourhood  were 
fortunately  able  to  give  them  a  little.    .    .  ." 

General  von  Kluck. 

"  General  von  Kluck's  army  arrived  at  Crepy-en-Valois  on 
Sept.  2,  and  took  four  days  to  march  through.  The  town  was 
completely  sacked  under  the  eyes  of  the  officers.  In 
particular  the  jewellers'  shops  were  ransacked. 

"  Thefts  of  jewellery  and  body  linen  were  committed  in  a 
house  in  which  lodged  a  General  Commanding  with  some 
twelve  officers  of  the  General  Staff.  Almost  all  the  safes  in 
Crepy  were  gutted. 

"  On  the  3rd  of  the  same  month,  at  Baron,  an  artist  of 
great  talent.  Professor  Alberic  Magnard,  fired  two  shots  from 
a  revolver  on  a  troop  which  was  entering  his  property.  One 
soldier  was  killed  and  another  wounded.  The  Germans,  who 
in  so  many  places  have  committed  the  worst  cruelties 
without  any  motive,  here  contented  themselves  with  burning 
the  property  of  their  aggressor.  The  latter  committed  suicide 
to  avoid  falling  into  their  hands.  None  the  less,  the  com- 
mune was  sacked.  M.  Robert,  notary,  was  robbed  of  his 
jewellery,  his  linen,  and  of  1471  bottles  of  wine,  and  forced 
to  open  his  safe  and  allow  an  officer  to  take  8300fr.  which  were 
locked  up  there.  In  the  evening  he  saw  another  officer  who 
wore  on  his  finger  nine  women's  rings,  and  whose  arms  were 
adorned  with  six  bracelets.  Two  soldiers  told  him,  besides, 
that  they  received  a  premium  of  four  marks  whenever  they 
brought  their  commanding  officers  a  piece  of  jewellery.   .  .  . 

Capt.  Sohroeder. 

"  At  Compiegne,  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  from 
Aug,  31  to  Sept.  12,  the  chateau  suffered  comparatively  little ; 
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the  thefts  there  were  not  very  important.  But  a  great 
number  of  houses  were  pillaged.  The  house  of  Cnmte 
d'Orsetti,  which  is  situated  opposite  to  the  Palace,  was  liter- 
ally sacked,  principally  by  non-commissioned  officers.  Plate, 
jewellery,  and  valuables  were  collected  in  the  courtyard  of 
the  chateau,  examined,  inventoried,  and  packed  up,  and  were 
then  loaded  in  two  removal  vans  on  which  had  been  placed 
the  Red  Cross  flag. 

"  Application  was  made  to  Capt.  Schroeder  to  put  an  end 
to  the  burglary  and  the  scandalous  orgy  which  was  going  on 
in  the  villa,  and  at  last  he  went  to  the  place,  but,  after  having 
glanced  at  the  interior  of  the  pillaged  houses,  he  went  off 
again,  saying,  '  It  is  war,  and,  besides,  I  have  no  time.' 

"  At  Trumitly,  where  they  remained  from  Sept.  2  to  4, 
the  Germans  pillaged  the  commune  and  carried  off  the  pro- 
duct of  their  theft  in  artillery  waggons  as  well  as  in  carriages. 
The  first  day,  Mme.  Huet,  on  whom  were  billeted  a  part  of 
the  staff  of  the  19th  Regiment  of  Hanover  Dragoons  and  a 
great  number  of  soldiers,  saw  a  non-commissioned  officer  take 
possession  of  a  box  containing  her  jewels  to  the  value  of 
about  lO.OOOfr.  She  went  to  complain  to  the  colonel,  who 
contented  himself  with  saying,  with  a  smile,  '  I  am  sorry, 
Madame,  it  is  war.'    .    .  . 

The  91st  German  Infantry. 

"  On  Sept.  3  the  advance  troops  had  left,  but  stragglers 
remained  in  the  country.  One  of  them,  a  soldier  of  the 
91st  Regiment  of  Infantry,  on  whose  medal  was  engraved 
the  name  of  '  Ahno,'  stole  in  Mme.  Huet's  house  115fi\  from 
the  servants,  300fr.  from  the  mistress  of  the  house,  and 
400fr.  from  M.  Cornillet.  This  man  then  went  to  the  house 
of  Mme.  X.,  whose  husband  was  with  the  colours,  and  forced 
this  woman  to  submit  to  him  by  threatening  her  with  his 
revolver. 

"  One  of  the  most  serious  acts  ot  which  we  have  been 
informed  in  the  Department  of  the  Oiso  was  committed  near 
Marqueglise,  by  an  officer  of  high  rank.  Two  young  men  of 
Saint  Quentin,  named  Charlet  and  Gabet,  who  had  left  Paris 
to  return  to  their  native  place  with  the  object  of  obeying  the 
summons  to  be  enrolled  for  military  service,  met  on  the  road 
two  Belgian  suhjects  making  their  way  to  Jemmapes,  where 
they  lived.  The  latter  offered  them  a  lift  in  their  carriage, 
and  the  four  men  journeyed  together  as  far  as  the  village  of 
Ressons,  where  they  were  arrested  by  a  German  detachment. 
They  were  bound,  and  then  taken  to  the  district  of 
Marqueglise,  and  brought  before  a  superior  officer,  who  ques- 
tioned them.  When  he  learnt  that  two  of  them  were  natives 
of  Belgium,  this  officer  declared  that  the  Belgians  were  *  sales 
gens'  ;  then  without  any  explanation,  be  took  his  revolver  and 
fired  on  each  of  the  prisoners  in  turn.  The  two  Belgians  and 
young  Gabet  fell  dead,  struck  in  the  head.  As  for  Charlet,  who 
was  wounded  in  the  neck  and  right  shoulder,  he  pretended  to 
be  killed,  and  after  the  departure  of  the  murderer,  was  able 
to  drag  himself  a  certain  distance.  Before  being  taken  to 
Compiegne.  where  he  died  next  day,  the  unfortunate  man 
was  able  to  describe  to  the  Abbe  Boulet,  Cure  of  Marqueglise, 
the  cowardly  deed  of  which  his  companions  and  himself  had 
been  the^victims.    .    .  . 

In  the  Aitne. 

"  At  Chierry,  the  Chateau  of  Varolles  was  burned  with 
torches  and  petrol.  The  Chateau  of  Sparre  was  also  set  on 
fire  after  it  had  been  completely  pillaged,  pictures  taken  from 
their  frames,  and  the  tapestries  cut  up  with  blows  of  the 
sword. 

"  At  Jaulgonne,  between  Sept.  3  and  10,  the  Prussian 
Guard  emptied  the  cellars,  stole  the  linen,  and  did  250,000fr. 
worth  of  damage,  In  addition,  they  burned  a  bouse  on  the 
allegation  that  the  owner  had  fired  on  them,  when  in  reality 
he  was  hiding  in  terror  in  his  cellar.    .    .  . 

"  At  Chateau-Thierry,  where  the  German  troops  remained 
from  Sept.  2  to  9,  the  pillage  was  carried  out  under  the  eyes 
of  the  officers.  Later  on  army  doctors,  who  remained  in  the 
town  after  the  departure  of  the  army,  were  included  in  an 
exchange  of  prisoners,  and  their  canteens  were  opened.  They 
contained  articles  of  clothing  which  were  the  product  of  the 
sack  of  the  shops.    .    .  . 

Killing-  the  Wounded. 

"  On  Aug.  22  n  detachment  of  Germans  arrived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bouvillers  in  the  Department  of  Menrthe-et- 
Moselle,  at  the  farm  of  La  Petite  Rochelle,  where  the  owner, 
M.  Houillon  had  lodged  some  French  wounded  soldiers.  The 
officer  in  command  ordered  four  of  his  men  to  go  and  finish 
off  nine  wounded  who  were  lying  in  the  barn.  Each  one  was 
shot  in  the  ear.  Mme.' Houillon  begged  mercy  for  them,  and 
the  officer,  placing  the  barrel  of  his  revolver  to  her  breast, 
told  her  to  be  silent.    .    .  . 

The  Wrong1  Uniform. 

"  On  Aug.  25,  at  Einvaux,  the  Germans  fired  at  a  distance 
of  300  yards  at  Dr  Millet,  army  doctor,  belonging  to  the 
—th  Colonial  Regiment,  just  as,  together  with  two  stretcher- 
bearers,  he  was  attending  a  man  lying  on  a  stretcher.  As  his 
left  side  was  turned  towards  them  the  enemy  could  perfectly 
see  his  brassard.  And,  furthermore,  they  could  not  mistake 
the  nature  of  the  work  upon  which  these  three  men  were 
engaged. 

"  On  the  same  day  Capt.  Perraud,  of  the  same  regiment, 
having  noticed  that  the  soldiers  of  a  section  of  men  his 
mitrailleuses  were  firing  at,  were  wearing  red  trousers, 
ordered  the  firing  to  cease.  Immediately  this  section  fired  on 
him  and  on  his  men.    They  were  Germans  in  disguise. 

"  Believe  mo,  &c,, 

"  Paris,  Dec.  17,  1914. 

"  ArtMAND  MOLLARD, 

"  G.  Maringer, 

"  G.  Payelle,  President. 

"  Paillot,  Happorttnr ." 


BRUTALITY  OF  GERMAN 

CIVILIANS. 
THE    RUSSIAN  REPORT. 

mHE  FOLLOWING  DOCUMENT  is  published  at  the 
request  of  the  Russian  Embassy  : 

Almost  immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  between 
Germany  and  Russia  disquieting  rumours  reached  us  concern- 
ing the  fate  of  Russian  subjects  remaining  at  different 
German  watering-places,  as  well  as  of  those  who  were  return- 
ing from  Austria,  Switzerland,  and  France.  Shortly  after 
we  had  more  authentic  particulars  as  to  the  inhuman  treat- 
ment of  our  compatriots  by  the  German  authorities  and 
population.    Women  and  children  were  not  spared. 

At  first  it  was  impossible  to  pay  duo  attention  to  such 
rumours,  as  it  was  thought  that  the  cases  cited  were  excep- 
tional, and  that  nervous  and  excited  persons  might  have 
exaggerated  their  sufferings.  However,  groat  numbers  of 
those  who  fled  from  Germany  to  Russia  not  only  corroborated 
these  rumours,  but  spoke  of  still  more  revolting  treatment 
to  which  they  bad  been  subjected  by  the  German  crowds, 
soldiers,  and  even  authorities. 

In  consideration  of  all  this,  the  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  wishing  to  be  thoroughly  enlightened  as  to  the  real 
state  of  things,  made  a  great  number  of  inquiries  into  the 
statements  of  the  victims.  Reluctantly  enough  the  authen- 
ticity of  several  incidents  had  to  be  admitted,  although  they 
were  contrary  to  the  idea  always  formed  of  Germany  as  a 
highly  cultivated  nation  among  the  European  peoples. 

Embassy  Staff  Insulted. 

In  the  first  place,  it  must  be  noticed  that  the  authorities 
of  Berlin  were  either  unwilling  or  unable  to  protect  from 
the  insults  and  ferocity  of  the  mob  even  the  diplomatic 
officials,  who  were  attached  to  various  German  courts,  as 
well  as  tlie  members  of  the  Russian  Embassy  at  Berlin.  In 
spite  of  the  police  being  aware  of  the  exact  hour  of  departure 
from  Berlin  of  the  whole  staff  of  the  Embassy,  as  the  hour 
for  starting  had  been  fixed  by  the  German  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  the  officials  of  the  Russian  Embassy,  together  with 
other  Russian  representatives  from  the  different  Legations  to 
the  German  States,  were  exposed  not  only  to  loud,  hostile 
demonstrations  and  abuse  against  Russia,  but  were  assaulted 
by  the  brutal  crowd  whilst  in  their  carriages  en  route  to  the 
station. 

All  those  who  rode  in  open  carriages  received  blows  on 
their  backs,  heads,  and  shoulders,  more  or  less  severe. 
Amongst  those  who  were  thus  insulted  were  :  The  Minister 
at  Karlsruhe,  Count  Brevern  de  la  Gardio  and  his  wife;  the 
wife  of  tfte  Minister  at  Stuttgart,  Madame  Lermontof.  An 
elderly  genlleman,  with  a  long,  grey  beard  and  golden  spec- 
tacles, broke  his  umbrella  on  Madame  Lermontof 's  back ;  two 
sisters-in-law  of  the  Minister-Resident  at  Darmstadt, 
Countess  Liitke  and  Countess  Totleben ;  the  Princess 
Beloselsky-B^lozersky  (an  American  lady) ;  the  Secretaries  of 
Legation,  Messrs  Dmitrof  and  Koutepof,  and  many  others. 

Some,  as  for  example  the  wife  of  the  Naval  Attache  at 
Berlin,  Madame  Berens,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Embassy, 
Mr  Jonoff,  were  struck  in  the  face  by  small  6tones  thrown 
by  the  mob.  The  deacon  of  the  Embassy,  Mr  Lopatka, 
barely  escaped  a  serious  wound  on  the  head,  a  blow  delivered 
with  a  stick  falling  on  the  top  of  his  hard  hat  and  breaking 
it  in.  By  mere  accident  all  these  blows  inflicted  only  pain, 
but  not  serious  injury.  However,  a  blow  on  the  head 
inflicted  on  the  former  secretary  of  the  Embassy,  the 
Gentleman  in  Waiting,  Mr  Chrapovitsky,  was  followed  by 
a  profuse  loss  of  blood,  so  that  a  dressing  had  to  be  applied 
in  the  railway  carriage  and  medical  treatment  afforded  to 
him  at  Copenhagen. 

Ron<*h  Treatment  of  Ladies. 

Besides  all  this,  many  ladies  were  spat  upon,  including 
Princess  Belcselsky-Belozersky,  Madame  Raevsky,  the 
Countesses  Lutke  and  Totleben,  Countess  Brevern,  and  others, 
Their  children  escaped  blows,  as  they  had  been  hidden  by 
their  parents  at  the  bottom  of  the  carriages. 

The  representatives  of  the  Russian  Consulates  were  sub- 
jected to  tbo  same  treatment.  Thus  the  Consul  at  Stettin, 
Councillor  of  State  Zeidler,  on  his  way  from  Stettin  to 
Sweden,  wne  arrested  with  all  his  family  at  Rostock,  not- 
withstanding that  ho  had  a  passport,  and  kept  under  arrest 
more  than  twenty-four  hours  undergoing  very  harsh  treat- 
ment. The  Consul  at  Konigsberg,  the  Councillor  of  State 
Polianowsky,  as  well  as  all  the  staff  of  the  Imperial  Consulate 
of  that  city,  disappeared  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  war, 
and  subsequently  the  Ministry  was  informed  by  the  Ambas- 
sador of  the  United  States  of  America  that  Mr  Polianowsky 
was  alive  and  kept  a  prisoner  by  the  German  authorities. 

The  same  fate  befell  the  General  Consul  at  Danzig.  Actual 
Councillor  of  State  Ostrowsky,  who  on  Aug.  30  had  already 
reached  Berlin,  and  the  Consul  at  Mannheim,  State  Councillor 
B  rosso. 

The  Consul-General  at  Breslau,  Baron  Shilling,  was  arrested 
on  Aug.  2  between  five  and  6ix  p.m.  at  his  flat,  carefully 
searched,  and  put  into  prison.  His  treatment  there  was  that 
of  a  criminal,  and  he  was  mockingly  refused  the  simplest 
request  by  the  prison  authorities.  Next  day  at  one  p.m. 
Baron  Shilling  was  released,  without  any  explanation  on  the 
part  of  the  local  administration.  At  the  same  time  our  Consul 
had  to  give  a  promise  to  leave  at  once  for  Kdm'gsberR,  where 
the  military  authorities  had  to  arrange  that  ho  should  proceed 
to  Russia.  From  Konigsberg  Baron  Shilling  and  family  were 
sent  to  Insterburg,  accompanied  all  the  time  by  an  officer  or 
soldier.  At  Insterburg  Baron  Shilling  and  his  family  were 
again  searched  and  even  stripped  of  their  clothes. 

Brutalities  at  Leipzig. 

The  German  authorities  behaved  in  a  still  more  revolting 
manner  towards  the  General  Commissary  of  the  International 
Exhibition  of  Printing  in  Leipzig,  the  Steward  of  the  Imperial 
Court,  Senator  Bellegarde.  Foreseeing  tho  possibility  of  an 
impending  rupture  of  diplomatic  relations,  Mr  Bellegarde  had 
stated  at  a  meeting  of  Commissaries  on  Aug.  1  his  intention  to 
clone  the  Russian  pavilion,  and  only  at  the  request  of  the 
Exhibition  Committee  agreed  not  to  close  it,  on  the  pronise 


that  the  safety  of  the  exhibits  would  be  guaranteed,  and  that 
they  would  be  stored  in  the  City  Museum. 

His  departure,  as  well  as  that  of  his  assistants,  was  also 
guaranteed.  Of  these  circumstances  a  report  was  duly  made. 
Nevertheless,  on  Aug.  3  at  3  p.m.,  Mr  Bellegarde  and  the 
members  of  the  Russian  Commission  were  arrested  in  the 
Russian  pavilion,  cross-questioned  in  a  very  rough  manner  by 
a  mere  sergeant-major,  and  set  free  towards  the  evening, 
after  a  close  search  of  their  things  bad  been  made  in  the  hotel. 
But  the  very  next  day  they  were  arrested  again,  once  more 
closely  searched  and  stripped  naked.  After  all  this  they  were- 
sent  to  the  prison  for  criminals,  where  they  spent  the  night, 
audi  wero  released  the  next  day  without  any  explanation  of 
the  cause  of  their  arrest. 

AH  this  time  the  behaviour  of  the  officials  towards  Mr 
Bellegarde  wns  very  insulting.  It  is  not  too  much  to  mention 
as  a  characteristic  detail  that  when  he  and  his  companions 
weTe  in  prison  all  their  money,  in  gold  coins  of  twenty  marks, 
was  taken  from  them,  and  on  their  release  returned  to  them 
in  banknotes.  Tho  disgraceful  behaviour  of  the  Government 
authorities  towards  a  person  of  high  social  position  and  head 
of  the  Russian  section  of  tlie  Leipzig  Exhibition,  although  he 
was  personally  known  to  all  the  local  authorities,  can  be 
explained  only  by  tho  desire  of  the  sonic  authorities  to  submit 
a  Russian  gentleman  to  all  kinds  of  degradation. 

This,  however,  was  not  the  end  of  Mr  Bellegarde's  im- 
prisonment. The  Leipzig  authorities  sent  him  to  Berlin  to  the 
Saxon  Minister  in  that  capital,  Baron  von  Salza  und'  Lichtenau, 
in  order  that  the  latter  might  assist  him  to  return  to  Russia 
But  instead  of  rendering  tho  assistance  required,  Baron  von 
Salza  in  a  very  rude  manner  informed  htm  that  he  had  no 
intention  of  helping  an  enemy,  und,  forgetting  his  high  position, 
exprcssod  himself  insultingly  about  Russia  and  her  policy. 

Cruelties  to  Travellers. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  mention  all  the  cases  of  harsh 
treatment  and  cruelty  which  Russian  tourists,  irrespective  of 
rank  or  social  position,  age,  or  sex,  had  to  undergo  in  Germany. 

Therefore  but  a  few  cases  shall  ho  described.  According 
to  the  statements  of  our  numerous  countrywomen — statement* 
which  have  been  carefully  verified— they  underwent  the 
following  treatment: 

Thev  were  removed  in  entile  trucks,  which  had  not  even 
been  cleaned  ;  in  the  towns  where  they  had  to  halt  they  were 
placed  in  stables,  pigslys,  quarantine  houses  for  cattle, 
slaughterhouses  fas.  for  example,  at  Stettin),  surrounded  by 
soldiers.  Russians,  chieflv  women  and  children,  often  sick, 
were  made  to  walk  at  such  speed  through  the  streets,  some- 
times with  hands  up  (Konigsberg),  that  they  often  fell  from 
exhaustion  (in  Neii-Strclitz,  Stettin.  Rostock.  BreslaiO 
Straggling  or  looking  back  was  forbidden  under  fear  of  being 
shot.  A  policeman  struck  a  blow  with  his  fist  at  pn  old  man's 
headi  because  he  had  thrown  nside  a  rfarcel  which  burdened 
him.  The  policeman's  dng  which  wns  near  throw  itself  at 
the  old  man.  knocked  him  .town,  and  bit  his  face  till  it  bled. 
(Witnessed  by  the  Equerry  Prince  Ouroussoff.) 

Soldiers'  Shameful  Conduot. 

At  all  the  st.-itions  (Allensfcein,  Rostock.  Sc.)  soldiers  pushed 
the  women  and  children  into  the  railway  carriages,  using 
their  fists  and  the  butts  of  their  rifles,  while  families  were 
separated  and  many  children  lost.  For  days  and  days  food  could 
not  be  obtained,  the  authorities  refusing  the  people  even  water. 
One  convoy  consisting  of  ahout  sixty  travellers  (twenty-five 
women)  on  Ihe  line  Allenstein,  Danzig,  Stettin,  were  not 
allowed  for  seventv  hours  to  leave  the  carriages  more  than 
once,  and  all  this  time  they  were  refused  anv  water.  All  this 
was  attended  by  mockery  of  the  victims  and  continual  threats 
to  shoot  them.  It  so  acted  on  the  nerves  of  the  women  and 
children  that  many  swooned  away  and  developed  hysterics. 

It  must  he  mentioned  that  all  tlie  men  whose  appearance 
gave  them  an  age  ranging  from  18-50  were  arrested  as 
prisoners  of  war.  They  wore  not  only  forbidden  to  take,  their 
effects,  but  were  not  allowed  to  hand  monev  to  their  wives, 
umothers.  or  sisters ;  nor  to  bid  each  other  good-bye.  AH  the 
heavy  luggage-  of  these  unfortunate  people  was  lost  at  different 
stations  in  Germany.  And  their  light  luggage  was  often 
thrown  out  of  the  windows  by  the  railway  porters  and 
soldiers.    (Witnessed  by  the  Russian  Minister  at  Stuttgart,) 

Women  Bullied. 

The  German  authorities  and  officers,  instead  of  moderating 
the  soldiers,  encouraged  them  in  their  cruel  treatment  of  the 
innocent  travellers,  who  without  any  ceremony  were  searched 
and  stripped  of  their  clothe;.  In  some  instances  women  were 
searched  by  officers  and  soldiers.  One  lady,  being  taken  for 
a  mnn.  was  severely  beaten  by  three  policemen.  The  mistake 
was  discovered  when  she  was  taken  aside  and  searched. 
(Witnessed  by  tho  Senator  Count  Pahlen.)  No  exceptions 
were  made.  Thus,  in  the  night  of  Aug.  7.  at  Neumunster. 
an  elderly  lady,  the  wife  of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  the  Caucasus.  Countess  Vorontzoff-Dashkoff,  was 
pushed  out  of  the  railway  carriage  by  means  of  a  rifle  butt, 
rudely  searched,  and  pulled  by  the  hair. 

Being  removed  on  their  way  home  in  goods  trains  in  largo 
groups,  women  and  men  were  generally  locked  in  together. 
The  officers  and  railway  officials  would  hoar  no  remonstrances, 
would  listen  to  no  prayers  from  the  miserable  people.  No 
one  was  let  out  at  stations  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  nature.  Dr 
Pereshivkin,  assistant  to  the  surgical  hospital  of  tho  Army 
Medical  Academy,  who  was  present  in  one  of  the  transports, 
testifies  that  among  tho  travellers  wero  some  suffering  from 
diseases  of  the  kidney  and  bladder,  who  had  to  suspend  their 
cure  at  Wildungen.  " 

A  Terrible  Journey. 

An  Aug.  3  these  unhappy  people,  on  their  way  from  Allen- 
stein to  Marienburg,  were  not  allowed  to  leave  tho  train 
during  fourteen  hours;  they  were  shut  in  together,  men  and 
women,  more  than  forty  in  number,  and  endured  great  pain. 
On  begging  to  be  allowed  to  leave  the  train,  explaining 
reasons,  thev  met  with  jeers  on  the  part  of  officers  and 
soldiers.  When  at  last  they  were  permitted  to  leave  the 
carriage,  the  men  and  women,  irrespective  of  age  and  6ex, 
had  to  remain  close  to  tho  carriages  under  tho  charge  of 
soldiers.  Cases  of  a  similar  character  arc  certified  by  many 
victims. 
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At  Sassnitz  large  convoys  of  people,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, were  rudely  refused  permission  to  leave  the  beach, 
where  t  hey  were  exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  were  not 
allowed  to  go  to  the  nearest  hotel  even  for  a  few  hours.  Even 
those  who  were  seriously  ill  endured  cruel  treatment. 

Hideous  Barbarity  at  Breslan. 

At  Breslau,  for  example,  the  wife  of  tho  director  of  the 
Chancellery  of  the  Ministry  of  Ways  of  Communication, 
Mme.  Tugan-Baranovski,  who  had  but  recently  undergone  a 
serious  operation,  was  attacked  by  a  crowd,  who  tore  off  tho 
bandages  that  hud  been  applied  after  the  operation,  and 
thrown  into  prison,  where  she  was  kept  for  three  days.  From 
tho  prison  she  was  dragged  through  the  town,  together  with 
many  other  Russians,  to  the  station  of  Oderbanhoff,  and 
placed  in  coal  waggons  which  had  not  been  cleaned  of  coal 
dust.  At  last,  on  Aug.  5,  all  thode  miserable  travellers  were 
left  to  their  fato  not  far  from  the  Russian  frontier  post 
Verouachof,  whence  they  had  to  walk.  Mme.  Tugan- 
Baranovski  died  on  Aug.  13  at  Petrograd,  where  she  had 
arrived  in  a  slate  of  collapse. 

"Kill  the  Russian  Bog-." 

In  some  stations  where  no  food  could  be  obtained,  such 
as  Allenetein,  Ac,  and  where  the  trying  conditions  in  which 
our  compatriots  Found  themselves  could  have  been  excused  by 
the  exigencies  of  slate  of  war,  the  German  officens,  instead  of 
trying  to  alleviate  the  position  of  the  wonun  and  children,  if 
only  by  a  few  kind  words,  brought  them  to  the  verge  of 
despair  by  jeers  and  threats,  assuring  them,  for  example 
that  they  would  all  go  to  Spandau,  where  thi 
bo  shot,  4c,  and  also  telling  stories  of  the 
Gorman  tronps,  who  had  landed 
approaching  Petrograd. 

Men,  too,  were  barbarously  treated.  Thus  the  member  of 
tho  State  Council.  M.  Shebeko,  was  arrested  on  the  night  of 
Aug.  7,  according  to  orders  wired  from  Berlin,  and  placed  in 
one  of  the  rooms  at  the  station,  where  lie  had  to  sit  on  a  sofa 
facing  two  soldiers  who  stood  by  turns  pointing  their  rifles  at 
him.  Tho  doors  which  led  into  the  refreshment-room  were 
also  guarded  by  soldiers.  From  the  refreshment-room  and 
through  tho  open  windows,  in  spite  of  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  the  crowd  was  to  bo  heard  shouting,  "When  will  you 
shoot  that  Russian  spy  !  "  "  Kill  the  Russian  dog  !  "  In  thiB 
manner  M,  Shebeko  was  kept  from  four  a.m.  till  two  p.m.  ; 
after  that  ho  was  sent  to  the  prison  for  criminals,  where  he 
was  cross-examined,  searched,  and  stripped  naked.  After 
twenty-four  hours  he  was  released,  without  any  explanation 
of  the  aforesaid  treatment. 

01  her  Russian  subjects  were  suspected  without  any  reason 
of  being  spies,  and  were  put  in  solitary  confinement  at  Stettin, 
whero-  they  were  kept  up  to  seven  daya  and  submitted  to 
stria  prison  regulations  and  fare.  Thus  Baron  Kroneberg, 
M.  Mihalsky,  and  M.  Sidoroff  were  at  first  imprisoned  at 
Posen,  and  later  on  for  seven  days  at  Stettin,  from  Aug.  3 
until  Aug.  12.  In  general  the  treatment  of  the  Russians  was 
that  of  convicts,  They  wero  even  made  to  clean  the  cells  of 
tho  excrement  of  former  prisoners.  (Statement  of  Mr 
Hirschman,  Engnieer  of  Ways  and  Communication,  Breslau 
Prison,  Cell  No.  413,  Aug.  4.}  The  result  of  such  treatment 
proved  fatal  to  many  of  our  countrymen.  On  the  way  home 
(SaBsnitz)  a  Russian  physician  who  happened  to  be  among  the 
travellers  recorded  in  every  party  several  cases  of  sudden 
mental  derangement.  Many  ladies  had  swollen  feet  covered 
with  wounds.  The  children  suffered  from  gastric  diseases  and 
dysentery. 

The  Witnesses. 

AJ1  the  above-mentioned  facts  were  verified  and  testified 
partly  by  the  victims  and  partly  by  the  witnesses  of  all  the 
atrocities.  Except  the  victims  we  have  already  mentioned, 
we  may  give  the  nnmes  of  others.  Such  were  Senator  Count 
Palilen,  the  chairman  of  the  Petrograd  City  Council ;  Senator 
Ivanof,  tho  chief  editor  of  tho  Official  Messenger;  Equerry 
Prince  Ourousoff,  tho  member  of  the  State  Duma ;  M.  Swien- 
cieki,  the  Marshal  of  Nobility  of  Novoladoga ;  Gentleman  of 
tho  Chamber  Schwarz;  Prince  P.  A.  Ourousoff  and  wife,  tho 
Equerry  Baron  Knorring,  Engineer  of  Ways  of  Communica- 
tion Hirschman,  Lieutenant-General  Beck,  Actual  Councillor 
of  State  Kolatchoff,  Princess  Ouchtomsky,  Actual  Councillor 
of  State  Chovansky,  Gentleman  of  the  Chamber  Pistolkors 
and  wife,  Count  and  Countess  Kankrin,  Mr  Smolnikof,  Mme. 
Demidoff,  Princess  San  Donato,  Countess  Orlo-Davydoff, 
M.  Plesko,  and  many  others. 

German  subjects  in  Russia  met  with  no  cruel  or  bad  treat- 
ment on  tho  part  of  Russian  officials,  no  taunts  or  anything 
which  could  be  compared  to  what  the  Russians  had  to 
undergo  in  Germany.  Only  against  certain  classes  of  German 
subjects  were  measures  taken,  required  by  reasons  of  State, 
but  in  no  way  were  they  ever  cruel  or  malicious.  Only  on 
the  day  when  rumours  reached  Petrograd  of  tho  atrocities 
of  tho  Germans,  and  particulars  of  the  departure  of  the 
Russian  Embassy  from  Berlin,  public  resentment  was  shown 
by  tho  regrettable  damage  done  to  tho  German  Embassy. 
This  was  so  unexpected  and  unanimous  an  explosion  of 
popular  indignation  that  the  authorities  found  it  impossible 
to  stop  the  crowd  in  time.  But  this  was  tho  only  adverse 
form  in  which  tho  indignation  of  tho  people  was  shown. 
After  this  ease  measures  were  immediately  taken  to  prevent 
any  such  disorders,  and  the  population  was  informed  by  tho 
city -authorities  that  any  attempt  on  tho  lives  or  property  of 
Gorman  subjects  would  be  severely  punished. 

Since  that  day  there  have  been  no  acts  of  violence  against 
German  or  A ustro- Hungarian  subjects. 

Official  Incitements. 

Finally,  it  is  impossible  to  disregard  the  fact  to  which  tho 
majority  of  Russian  subjects  appeal,  namely,  that  peacefully 
disposed  inhabitants  were  incited  and  sot  against  Russians 
ohiofly  at  the  instigation  of  the  German  Government,  which 
From  tho  very  beginning  of  tho  political  crisis  took  measures 
to  arouse  suspicion  against  Russia  and  Russians. 

The  German  official  organs,  when  inciting  their  readers 
against  Russia,  informed  them  that  Germany  was  full  of 
Russian  spies,  against,  whom  every  kind  of  measures  should 
be  taken. 

The  Convention  of  The  Hague  concerning  laws  and  rules 


of  warfare  by  land  concluded  on  Oct.  18,  1907,  which,  by 
the  way,  was  signed  by  Germany,  provides  in  the  fourth 
article  of  ius  regulations  for  the  "human  treatment  of 
captives"  (lis  doivent  Sire  trailia  avee  liumanite).  "Mora 
especially  should  humane  treatment  be  extended  by  every 
belligerent  country  to  people  who  have  not  been  taken 
captives,  but  happened  by  chance  to  be  within  its  territories 
at  tho  time  of  the  declaration  of  war." 

The  present  statement  is  addressed  to  tho  consciences  of 
all  civilised  people,  leaving  it  for  them  to  pass  judgment  on 
the  revolting  violence  exercised  against  Russian  subjects. 
We  are  quite  certain  that  the  conscience  of  the  whole  world 
will  stigmatise  the  conduct  of  Germany,  which  recalls  the 
darkest  times  of  tho  Middle  Aces. 


THE    OFFICIAL  BELGIAN 

REPLY  TO  GERMAN  ACCUSA 
TIONS. 
rjiH 


Strict  Neutrality. 

annexed  official  report,  demonstrating  the  strict 
observation  of  neutrality  by  the  Belgian  Government 
before  the  German  invasion  of  Belgium,  and  detailing  the 
measures  taken  to  prevent  the  participation  of  the  civil 
population  in  the  war,  is  published  by  the  Press  Bureau  at 
the  request  of  the  Belgian  Legation  in  London  : 

In  order  to  justify  the  crimes  committed  in  Belgium,  and 
to  excuse  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilised  world  a  disgraceful 
assault  on  a  State  of  such  an  obviously  peaceful  type,  Ger- 
many is  now  seeking  to  disseminate  in  foreign  countries  tales 
of  the  most  malicious  character  aimed  against  our  country. 

Germany  violated  our  neutrality  with  the  most  shameless 
cynicism;  she  is  now  trying  to  foist  into  history  the  absurd 
allegation  that  our  country  had  taken  sides  against  her  before 
the  war  had  begun.  The  whole  diplomatic  history  of  Belgium 
gives  the  lie  to  this  calumny.  But  it  may  be  well  to  set 
forth  the  care  with  which  our  Government  took  pains  to 
secure  the  observation  of  the  strictest  neutrality  on  the  eve 
of  the  outbreak  of  war,  at  the  very  moment  when  that 
neutrality  was  to  be  violated  by  one  of  the  Powers  which 
hat]  formally  guaranteed  it. 

On  Saturday,  Aug.  1,  1914,  M.  Berryer,  Minister  of  the 
Interior,  sent  by  wire  to  the  Governors  of  the  various  pro- 
vinces the  following  circular  : 

In  the  midst  of  the  impending  crisis  Belgium  has  resolved 
to  deFend  her  neutrality.  It  must  be  respected,  but  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  nation  to  take  every  measure  required  by  the 
situation  in  order  that  it  may  be  so  respected..  Therefore, 
the  people  must  join  with  the  Government  to  secure  the 
avoidance  of  all  demonstrations  which  might  cause  fiction 
with  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  our  neighbours.  With 
this  object  all  burgomasters  should  at  once  publish  notices 
forbidding  the  assembly  of  public  meetings  destined  to  mani- 
fest sympathy  or  antipathy  for  either  Power.  It  is  also 
pioper  that  the  corporations — burgomaster  and  sheriffs — 
should  forbid  the  exhibition  of  any  cinematograph  pictures, 
showing  military  scenes  of  a  nature  to  stir  up  feeling,  or 
piovoke  popular  emotions  which  might  imperil  public  order. 
I  must  ask  you,  therefore,  M.  le  Gouverneur,  to  take  measures 
to  secure  that  these  instructions  are  carried  out  without 
delay. 

(Signed)  Paul  Berryer,  Minister  of  the  Interior. 
The  appeal  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  was  understood, 
and  the  burgomasters  hastened  to  issue  notices  in  conformity 
with  the  instructions  given  in  his  circular. 

Seizure  of  a  Journal. 

On  Sunday,  Aug.  2,  a  few  hours  before  the  delivery  of  the 
ultimatum,  the  Procureur  du  Roi  at  Brussels,  acting  under 
the  orders  of  M.  Carton  de  Wiart,  Minister  of  Justice,  caused 
ail  copies  of  the  journal  called  Le.  Petit  Bleu  to  be  seized, 
because  that  organ  had  been  guiity  of  taking  sides  openly 
for  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers — i.e.,  France. 

Germany  has  violated  all  the  laws  of  war.  She  no  longer 
seeks  to  defend  herself  against  this  charge ;  but,  seeing  that 
there  are  certain  laws  of  common  humanity,  whose  violation 
brings  down  universal  reprobation  on  their  transgressor,  she 
is  now  having  recourse  to  calumny.  Without  giving  any 
precise  statements,  or  offering  the  shadow  of  proof,  she  is 
affirming  that  all  the  late  acts  of  massacre,  sack,  and  arson 
were  justified,  because  the  Belgian  civil  population  took  part 
in  the  waging  of  war. 

And  to  secure  credit  for  an  accusation  on  such  a  scale, 
when  no  proofs  are  given,  Germany  alleges  that  a  systematic 
oiganisation  of  resistance  was  made  by  her  enemy,  and  purely 
and  simply  accuses  the  Belgian  Government  of  having 
aimed  the  civil  population  and  incited  it  to  participate  in 
hostilities.  Such  an  accusation  is  easy  to  make,  and  might 
have  its  advantages,  if  observers  were  shallow  enough  to  ask 
toi  no  proofs  or  evidence  of  definite  facts  to  support  the 
charge.  But  it  suffices  to  set  against  it  the  record  of  what 
really  happened. 

On  Aug.  4,  when  the  declaration  of  war  had  actually  been 
made,  and  when  the  enemy  was  already  on  our  soil,  M. 
Berryer,  Minister  of  the  Interior,  issued  a  circular  to  tho 
2700  Belgian  communes,  dealing  precisely  with  the  duties  of 
communal  authorities  and  the  conduct_oJLthe  civil  popula- 
tion.   In  this  circular  may  be  found  the  following  passage  : 

The  fact  that  the  enemy  has  invaded  Belgium  must  cause 
trouble  and  emotion  among  the  people.  The  first  duty  of 
communal  officials  must  be  to  warn  those  over  whom  they 
exercise  authority  of  their  duties  towards  their  country,  and 
of  the  attitude  which  they  must  adopt  toward  the  invading 
army.    For  that  reason  the  present  circular  is  issued. 

According  to  the  laws  of  war,  armed  action — that  is  to  say, 
resistance  to  or  attack  on  the  enemy,  the  use  of  weapons 
against  isolated  soldiers  of  the  hostile  army,  or  direct  inter- 
vention in  combats  and  skirmishes — is  never  permitted  to 
men  who  are  not  embodied  in  either  (1)  the  regular  army  ;  (2) 
the  civic  guard  ;  or  (3)  bodies  of  volunteers  observing  military 
law,  subject  to  a  responsible  officer,  and  wearing  a  distinctive 


Nature  of  Belligerents. 

Only  such  persons  are  authorised  to  engage  in  hostilities, 
and  are  styled  belligerents  ;  when  they  are  captured  or  lay 
down  thoir  arms  they  are  entitled  to  bo  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war. 

If  the  population  of  a  region  not  yet  occupied  by  the  enemy 
takes  arms  spontaneously  at  the  approach  of  the  invader, 
but  has  not  the  time  to  organise  itself  in  military  fashion,  it 
will  be  considered  belligerent  if  it  openly  carries  arms  and 
observes  the  laws  of  war. 

But  isolated  individuals,  belonging  to  none  of  the  categories 
stated  above,  who  may  engage  in  acts  of  hostility,  would 
not  be  considered  as  belligerents.  If  captured  they  would 
certainly  have  worse  treatment  than  prisoners  of  war,  and 
might  even  be  put  to  death. 

Acts  forbidden  to  soldiers  are,  of  course,  still  more  in- 
admissible to  civilians— such  as  the  use  of  poison  or  of 
poisoned  weapons,  the  killing  or  wounding  by  treachery  of 
persons,  military  or  civil,  belonging  to  the  hostile  nation,  the 
killing  or  wounding  of  enemies  who  have  laid  down  their 
arms,  who  can  no  longer  defend  themselves,'  and  have 
surrendered  at  discretion. 

The  German  authorities  who  first  entered  the  city  of  Liege 
must  certainly  have  read  the  notices  posted  up  by  M.  Kleyer, 
burgomaster  of  that  city,  which  reproduced  in  full  the  circular 
of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior. 

As  another  example  of  the  same  sort  we  may  give  the  text 
of  the  notice  which  M.  Max,  the  Burgomaster  of  Brussels, 
posted  on  the  walls  of  the  capital  on  the  night  before  the 
entry  of  the  German  army. 

CITY    OF  BRUSSELS. 

Concerning;  Firearms. 

As  the  laws  of  war  forbid  the  civil  population  to  take  part 
in  hostilities,  and  all  breaches  of  this  rule  may  lead  to 
reprisals,  many  of  my  fellow-citizens  have  expressed  to  me 
their  wish  to  get  rid  of  firearms  now  in  their  possession. 

Such  weapons  may  be  handed  in  at  the  offices  of  the 
Commissaries  of  Police,  where  receipts  for  them  will  be  given. 

They  will  be  placed  in  sure  custody  in  the  Central  Arsenal 
at  Antwerp,  and  will  be  restored  to  their  owners  at  the  end 
of  the  war.       (Signed)  Adolphe  Max,  Burgomaster. 

Aug.  12,  1914. 

AH  over  the  country  the  communal  authorities  took  the 
same  precautions,  either  by  publishing  notices  to  the  inhabi- 
tants or  (and  this  was  wiser)  by  ordering  all  weapons  to  be. 
laid  up,  either  in  the  town  hall  or  at  the  police  station. 
One  of  the  first  measures  taken  by  the  Germans  on  occupy- 
ing a  district  was  to  repeat  this  same  order — with  a  threat 
f  death  added  in  case  of  disobedience. 

Yet  this  measure  of  extreme  precaution,  which  left  our 
people  exposed  as  unarmed  victims  to  the  fury  of  the  invader, 
actually  been  cited  against  us,  with  singular  bad  faith. 
The  charge  reaches  the  highest  possible  point  of  turpitude. 

For  a  communique,  issued  by  the  German  Legation  at 
Bucharest,  and  printed  in  the  Independence  Ronmaine  of 
Aug.  21  (old  style,  i.e.,  Sept.  3),  not  only  accuses  the  Belgian 
Government  of  giving  the  civil  population  orders'to  resist, 
and  of  organising  insurrection  against  the  enemy  who  had 
penetrated  into  our  land,  but  "  more  especially  of  having 
prepared  stores  of  weapons,  in  which  each  gun  was  labelled 
with  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  was  to  be  given." 
This  last  detail  proves  that  the  weapons  in  question  were  pre- 
cisely those  which  had  been  taken  away  from  private  persons, 
and  were  given  back  to  them.  Is  it  customary  in  an  arsenal 
to  label  each  rifle  with  the  name  of  the  soldier  who  is  to 
receive  it  ? 

A  lie  can  be  recognised  at  once  when  it  is  issued  with  such 
absurd  and  contradictory  additions ! 

While  the  communal  authorities  of  Belgium,  in  accordance 
with  the  orders  of  the  Government,  were  taking  these  very 
effective  measures  to  prevent  the  civil  population  from  being 
carried  away  by  the  instinctive  desire  to  drive  off  by  every 
possible  means  the  powerful  and  ferocious  enemy  who  was 
menacing  their  homes,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  was  care- 
fully reiterating  day  by  day,  through  the  newspapers  of  every 
political  shade,  wherever  published,  the  following  advice, 
printed  in  large  letters,  and  in  conspicuous  columns  : 

Advice  to  Civilians. 

The  Minister  of  the  Interior  recommends  the  civil  popula- 
tion, in  the  event  of  the  enemy  appearing  in  their  district — 

1.  Not  to  engage  in  fighting. 

2.  Not  to  use  insulting  or  threatening  language. 

3.  To  keep  indoors  and  to  close  windows,  lest  they  should 
be  accused  of  provocative  acts. 

4.  To  evacuate  houses  or  hamlets  which  our  soldiers  are 
occupying  for  defence,  lest  it  should  be  said  that  civilians 
have  been  joining  in  the  firing. 

Isolated  acts  of  violence  on  the  part  of  civilians  should  be 
considered  as  actual  crimes  punishable  by  law,  since  they  may 
serve  as  pretexts  for  bloody  reprisals,  pillage,  and  the  murder 
of  innocent  folks,  women,  and  children. 

On  Sept.  30,  a  short  time  before  the  fall  of  Antwerp,  when 
the  part  of  Belgium  that  had  hitherto  remained  inviolate 
seemed  now  to  be  menaced,  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
again  issued  to  all  the  communes  a  circular  in  French, 
Flemish,  and  German,  in  order  that  no  one  should  be  ignorant 
of  it,  and  that  even  the  German  authorities  should  be  aware 
of  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Government  to  the 
communal  authorities  and  the  population  at  large.  This 
circular  contained  the  following  passage  : 

Duties  of  the  Civil  Population. 

Finally,  it  must  be  repeated  that  persons  not  belonging  to 
the  army  must  abstain  most  carefully  from  all  acts  of 
hostility  against  foreign  troops. 

This  has  not  prevented  the  German  papers  from  stating,  in 
quite  recent  issues,  that  "  everywhere  and  always  "  (observe 
the  precision  of  the  statement!)  the  Belgian  civil  population 
has  taken  up  arms  against  the  German  nrmy,  and  that  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war  the  Belgian  Government  has 
done  nothing  to  dissuade  them. 
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THE   GREAT  CHANGE. 

ov  yap  IvTtv  faraX&s 

TrXoVTOV   TT/50S   KopOV  dl'Spt 

AaKTiVavrt  /Uyav  Siftas  flut/Lov 

et's  d<f>ilv€tav. — Agamemnon,  v.  381. 

"  REATNESS,"  wrote  ^Eschylus,  "  is  no  defence  from  utter 
VT  destruction  when  a  man  insolently  spurns  the  mighty  altar  of 
Justice."  The  solemn  lesson  that  was  enforced  in  the  most  majestic 
Tragedy  of  Ancient  Hellas  has  still,  it  seems,  to  be  learnt  by  the  War 
Lord  of  the  German  Empire.  There  is  no  greatness  and  no  power 
to-day  within  his  hands  which  will  protect  him  from  the  reckoning  that 
is  on  its  way.  He  has  "spurned  the  mighty  altar  of  Justice,"  and  his 
doom  is  on  his  own  head  and  on  the  nation  he  has  led  into  disaster. 
Only  within  the  last  few  days  his  pronouncement  concerning  neutral 
shipping  and  the  "  blockade  "  round  British  coasts  has  proved  that  the 
state  of  mind  in  which  he  so  wrongfully  invaded  Belgium  last  August  is 
persisting  throughout  his  mad  adventure.  It  will  persist  until  the  dread 
catastrophe.  One  phase  of  it  we  describe  in  our  Special  Supplement 
to-day,  and  if  we  do  not  hesitate  to  attribute  to  the  Kaiser  himself  the 
full  and  final  responsibility  for  the  horrors  these  pages  reveal,  it  is 
because  they  can  be  traced,  by  a  definite  chain  of  proof,  from  the 
private  soldier  to  the  officer,  from  the  officer  to  the  general,  from  the 
general  to  the  Central  Staff  ;  and  because  upon  actions  such  as  are  here 
proved  the  Kaiser  has  not  hesitated  to  pronounce  his  own  benediction 
and  to  proclaim  the  blessing  of  the  God  whom  all  true  Germans 
worship.  More  than  this.  The  Kaiser  and  the  German  nation  have 
been  willing  to  profit  by  these  actions,  and  are  still  ready  to  reap  what 
benefit  they  may. 

The  German  War  Book. 

In  Professor  Morgan's  brilliant  edition  of  The  Usages  of  War  on 
Land,  originally  issued  by  the  Great  General  Staff  of  the  German  Army, 
and  lately  published,  in  the  English  version,  by  Mr  John  Murray,  the 
definite  policy  actually  inspiring  these  actions,  which  might  otherwise 
have  been  considered  to  be  the  accidental  results  of  momentary  passion, 
is  definitely  laid  down.  "A  war  conducted  with  energy,"  says  this 
gruesome  volume,  "  cannot  be  directed  merely  against  the  combatants  of 
thej-aany  State  and  the  positions  they  occupy,  biut  it  will  asid  must  in 
mtJ^%gtal  intellectual  i(nd  material  resturdes 
umanitarian  claims,  7tlcn--£rs~ttte--^rotection  of  men  and 
1  only  be  taken  into  consideration  \'a  so  far  as  the  nature 
ct  of  the  war  permit.  Consequently,  the  'argument  of  war' 
permits  every  belligerent  State  to  have  recoursb  to  oil  mians  which 
enable  it  to  obi  ain  the  objtel  of  the  war;  still,  practice -bag  taught  the 
advisability  of  allowing  in  one's  own  interest  the  introduction  ofarfrttyta- 
tion  in  the  use  of  certain  methods  of  war  and  a  total  renunciation  of1 
others.  Chivalrous  feelings,  Christian  thought,  higher  civilisation,  and, 
by  no  means  least  of  all,  the  recognition  o<  one's  onn  aavonioge,  have 
led  to  a  voluntary  and  self-imposed  limitation."  We  have  quoted  the 
passage  in  full,  only  italicising  the  salient  thoughts  in  it ;  but  we  would 
direct  especial  attention  to  the  phrase  about  "one's  own  advantage."  It 
is  explained  by  a  perfectly  frank  sentence  a  little  later  on :  "  If,  there- 
fore, in  the  following  work  the  expression  '  the  law  of  war  '  is  used,  it 
must  be  understood  that  by  it  is  meant  not  a  lex  serif  la"  [or  scrap  of 
paper]  "  introduced  by  international  agreements,  but  only  a  reciprocity 
of  mutual  agreement,  a  limitation  of  arbitrary  behaviour  which  custom 
and  conventionality,  human  friendliness  and  a  calculating  egotism  have 
erected,  but  for  the  observance  of  which  there  exists  no  express  sanction, 
but  only  the  fear  of  reprisals  decides."  We  might  analyse  the  whole 
of  this  astounding  book,  and  give  many  concrete  instances  of  the  working 
of  this  appalling  doctrine,  without  in  any  way  deepening  the  impression 
created  by  these  few  damning  sentences.  They  sound  the  death  knell 
of  Prussian  Militarism  and  of  the  modern  German  Empire.  For  they 
are  not  only  the  instructions  given,  with  the  direct  sanction  of  the 
Kaiser,  by  his  General  Staff ;  but  they  are  the  orders  faithfully  carried 
out  by  his  soldiers  in  the  field,  and  enthusiastically  applauded  by  the 
German  nation.  It  may  be  difficult  to  punish  a  whole  nation.  It  maybe 
difficult  to  bring  home  responsibility  to  its  Kaiser  as  he  deserves.  But 
it  should  not  be  impossible  (and  it  has  not  been  impossible  in  other 
wars)  openly  and  publicly  to  punish  those  officers  who  can  be  proved  to 
have  given  orders  which  the  public  conscience  of  mankind  abhors  as  it 
has  always  abhorred  the  assassin,  whatever  shape  he  wears.  We  can 
already  give  seven  names  which  should  be  held  up  to  universal  and  ever- 
lasting execration.    They  are  : 

Manteuffel,  at  Louvain. 

Buelow  and  Schoenmann,  at  Andennc. 

Bayer,  at  Dinant. 

Boehn  ana  Sommerfeld,  at  Tcrmonde. 

Stenger,  who  signed  the  General  Order  to  kill  the  wounded. 

Other  names  may  be  added  of  lesser  criminals,  such  as  Nieher,  at 
Wavre  ;  Wittenstein,  at  Clermont-en-Argonne  ;  Fosbender,  at  Luneville; 
Tanner  and  Clauss,  at  Gerbeviller  and  Frambois  :  Schroeder,  at  Com- 
piegne.  All  these  authorised  the  most  barbarous  atrocities,  though  not 
all  were  able  to  work  on  the  gorgeous  scale  of  the  first  seven  ;  and  though 
all  deserve  to  be  shot,  it  is  the  first  seven  who  should  be  hanged  as  high  as 
I-Iaman  in  Berlin  before  the  assembled  armies  of  the  Allies  ;  for  these 
ruffians  have  disgraced  the  civilisation  and  humanity  we  profess,  and  no 
nation  which  pretends  to  those  honourable  ideals  can  suiter  them  to  live. 
One  punishment  of  all  Germans  will  be  that  they  have  produced  such  men 
and  have  applauded  them     The  German  army  has  shown  that  it  contains 


soldiers  who  are  among  the  bravest  of  the  brave;  no  troops  of  any 
\Vestern  Power  have  ever  advanced  more  gallantly  and  resolutely  into 
the  face  of  certain  death.  Whatever  their  ideals  may  have  been  thev 
almost  silence  criticism  by  their  readiness  to  die  for  them.  We  shall 
never  believe  that  unless  "the  policy  of  (rightfulness"  had  been  instilled 
into  them  vigorously  by  all  the  superior  command,  from  the  Supreme 
V\  ar  Lord  downwards,  they  would  have  perpetrated  the  full  horrors  of 
Louvain,  Andenne,  Dinant,  Termonde,  and  the  rest.  We  are  no  less 
ready  to  accord  the  fullest  recognition  to  the  various  German  Staffs  for 
a  legitimate  science  of  perfected  warfare  which  they  have  exhibited  at 
its  highest  point  of  technical  ability  and  skill.  We  have  no  slightest 
wish  to  "  despise"  our  enemy.  But  we  are  firmly  determined  to  make 
it  clear  to  every  Englishman  and  woman  who  reads  these  lines  that  this 
country  is  engaged  in  a  war  not  merely  against  soldiers  who  have  shown 
extraordinary  courage  in  the  field,  not  merely  against  officers  and 
generals  who  have  magnificently  mastered  the  whole  technical  side  of 
war,  but  against  an  Emperor  and  a  nation  of  seventy  million  people 
who  are  animated  with  one  hate-begotten  aim— the  destruction  of 
England  and  the  British  Empire  root  and  branch  ;  and  who  are  deter- 
mined to  use  any  and  every  means,  from  the  blackest  treachery  to  the 
foulest  murder,  to  attain  that  object.  It  makes  no  difference,  therefore, 
that  they  are  prepared  to  die  in  the  attempt.  We  must  be  misled  by  no 
such  generosity  as  would  be  natural  towards  other  foes.  It  is  stark- 
crime  that  we  are  fighting,  and  we  must  show  no  more  mercy  than  is 
shown  to  criminals.  Their  "methods  of  frightfulness "  have  failed  of 
their  confessed  object.  They  have  not  "frightened"  us  or  anybody 
else.  They  have  but  shown  us  that  "The  Great  Change"  has  come 
upon  the  German  Nation  in  the  night,  and  that  we  must  meet  it  with 
relentless  determination,  with  unswerving  resolution. 

The  Old  and  the  New  Germany. 

To  realise  what  "  The  Great  Change  "  really  is,  we  have  but  to  recall 
the  War  of  1870  and  the  Germany  we  knew  for  almost  a  generation 
afterwards  That  was  a  Germany  in  which  the  memories  of  Goethe, 
Schiller,  Kant,  or  Heine  had  not  died;  in  which  the  kindly  simplicity  of 
a  strong  race  continued  and  prospered  ;  in  which  we  experienced  the 
vaguely  pleasant  appeal  composed  of  music,  sentimentalism,  blonde  hair 
and  blue  eyes,  excellent  beer,  large  quantities  of  wholesome  food,  simple 
and  genuine  hospitality.  The  test  of  sudden  prosperity  has  chan^jd^ill 
this,  and  given  the  nation  all  those  unpleasant  positive  charactj^Rts 
which  are  observable  in  the  worst  type  of  "self-made  man,"  of  noutcai, 
riche,  together  with  that  fatal  defect,  for  nations  as  for  individuals— the 
utter  loss  of  all  philosophic  humour  and  all  power  of  self-criticism.  As 
John  Galsworthy  wrote  to  Andr6  Chevrillon,  "there  is  in  the  blood  of 
the  French  and  British  a  salt  which  inclines  our  peoples  to  individual 
liberty  and  to  those  democratic  forms  of  government  which  alone  permit 
of  enough  philosophic  humour  and  self-criticism  to  keep  patriotism 
sober."  In  iffcswlern  Germany  we  see  patriotism  run  mad ;  and  the 
process  by  winch  the  whole  nation  has  been  changed  is  only  now 
observable.  Tee  psychological  problem  involved  is  of  profound  interest. 
It  baffled  somei^^r  best  men  until  the  outburst  of  last  August  made  it 
clear  to  all  of  uMHL'iree  or  four  members  of  our  own  Privy  Coum  il  (if 
not  more)  mustjojuic3  been  completely  deceived.  Sir  Edgar  Speyer,  for 
instance,  or  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  or  Sir  John  Brunner,  or  Lord  Haldane 
must  have  had  the  most  advantageous  opportunities  of  discovering  the 
truth  about  Germany,  and  they  were  men  whose  position  in  this  country 
gave  them  access  to  everything  that  was  worth  knowing  in  the  very 
various  circles  of  finance,  commerce,  law,  or  politics.  Vet  it  is  evident 
that  they  were  completely  hoodwinked.  The  Prime  Minister  himself 
has  revealed  diplomatic  overtures  from  Germany  more  than  two  years 
ago  which  might,  one  would  have  thought,  have  opened  his  eyes  to  her 
real  intentions.  Yet  he,  and  the  majority  of  his  colleagues,  must  plainly 
have  been  deceived  as  well. 

English  Aulhorities  Hoodwinked. 

Mr  Spender,  editor  of  the  Westminster  Gasetle — one  of  the  few- 
men  with  whose  politics  one  may  violently  disagree  without  losing  the 
least  respect  for  his  upright,  reasonable,  and  highly  intelligent  personality 
— was  clearly  of  the  opinion,  when  he  visited  Germany  some  seven  years 
ago  with  other  journalists,  that  she  had  no  sinister  intentions  whatever, 
and  that  we  might  safely  go  forward  with  her  in  our  common  task  of 
expansive  civilisation  and  goodwill.  When  men  like  these  were  so 
misled  by  appearances,  it  is  quite  pardonable  that  the  majority  should 
have  postponed  consideration  of  Lord  Roberts's  warning,  or  thought  Mr 
Leo  Maxse  was  exaggerating,  or  imagined  that  the  Daily  A4 ail  had  a 
large  bee  in  its  bonnet,  or  given  too  little  attention  either  to  the  Referee 
or  the  Sptctator.  Vet  it  was  these  latter  who  were  right.  And  how 
deep  was  the  sentiment  of  security  and  confidence  which  they  had  to 
undermine  we  may  faintly  imagine,  not  merely  from  the  terrible  days  of 
the  hesitation  of  the  Government  at  the  end  of  last  July,  but  from  tin- 
extreme  lengths  to  which  Sir  Edward  Grey's  highminded  rectitude  (and 
his  resolve  to  believe  the  best)  led  him  in  making  the  final  efforts  towards 
peace  which  Germany  so  disdainfully  rejected.  Well,  our  own  men,  it 
maybe  hoped,  have  learnt  the  lesson  now;  no  member  of  the  Privy 
Council  or  the  Cabinet,  no  responsible  editor  of  a  newspaper,  no  man 
who  loves  his  own  country  without  blinding  himself  to  the  truth  about 
other  countries  can  fail  to  recognise  the  position.  Even  the  childish 
treason  to  which  we  gave  publicity  some  months  ago  seems  to  have 
disappeared  in  all  save  ladies'  clubs  and  unimportant  circles  which 
possess  as  little  influence  as  knowledge.  We  are  united,  without  politics, 
without  personalities,  without  weakness,  in  a  common  task  w  hich  is  one 
of  the  noblest  in  which  England  and  the  British  Empire  have  ever  been 
engaged.  But  what  of  Germany  herself?  What  of  some  of  her  most 
distinguished  and  intellectual  citizens  ?  They  have  not  changed  tlu-ir 
minds  at  anyrate,  whatever  may  be  the  case  on  our  own  side  of  the  North 
Sea.    Let  us  consider  some  of  the  names  involved. 

Some  German  Liars. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  War  began  a  very  curious  pamphlet 
was  prepared  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  called  Truth  about 
Germany.  It  was  reviewed  in  the  Field,  in  its  English  edition,  and  it 
contained  what,  in  those  early  days,  seemed  to  be  an  astonishing 
number  of  untrue  statements.    The  cry  about  Hate  Against  England 
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had  not  yet  arisen.  The  cause  of  the  War  was  found  in 
was  definitely  stated  that  Germany  did  not  want  war,  that  she  had  been 
wantonly  attacked,  and  that  none  of  the  persons  who  signed  the 
pamphlet  had  the  slightest  expectation  of  war.  Among  the  signatures 
of  those  who  thus  issued  a  series  of  deliberate  lies  by  which  they  hoped 
to  profit  were  those  of  Albert  Ballin,  of  the  Hamburg  America  Steam- 
ship  Company;  Prince  von  Bulow,  Germany's  special  Envoy  to  Rome; 
Dr  Dryander,  Chief  Court  Preacher  ;  Field  Marshal  von  der  Goltz,  of 
Belgium  and  Turkey;  von  Gwinner,  of  the  Deutsche  Bank;  Prince  von 
Hatzfeldt ;  Dr  Heincken,  of  the  North  German  Lloyd ;  Dr  Kaempf, 
President  of  the  Reichstag;  Professor  Kiihnemann  of  Breslau,  where 
they  had  just  tortured  a  Russian  lady  to  death  ;  Franz  von  Mendelssohn, 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Prince  Munster-Derneburg ; 
Professor  von  Schmoller  of  Berlin  ;  Count  von  Schwerin  Lowitz, 
President  of  the  House  of  Deputies;  Max  Warburg  of  Hamburg,  no 
doubt  a  relation  of  Paul  Warburg  in  the  United  States ;  Professor 
Francke  of  Berlin;  Count  zu  Reventlow  of  Charlottenburg;  and  Dr 
Schacht,  Director  of  the  Bank  of  Dresden  in  Berlin.  A  year  or  two 
ago  a  statement  signed  by  these  names  alone  (and  there  were  many 
more)  would  have  secured  credence  and  respect  in  every  portion  of  the 
habitable  globe.  To-day  we  take  a  different  view.  If  a  similar  number 
of  equally  respected  and  authoritative  Englishmen  had  signed  as  many 
lies  for  the  benefit  of  their  business  and  their  country,  we  should  be  in 
no  doubt  as  to  our  opinion  of  them,  and  we  should  give  that  opinion  a 
very  practical  form.  It  is  regrettable  but  necessary  that,  we  should 
remember  the  Black  List  just  recited,  when  the  war  is  over.  Men  who 
will  tell  lies  of  this  kind  in  August,  1914,  are  not  to  be  trusted  in  1915, 
1916,  or  any  subsequent  period;  they  are  unfit  to  do  business  with,  or 
tn  be  received  in  any  decent  society;  as  far  as  this  country  is  concerned 
reers  are  finished. 

German  Professors. 
And  the  result  is  much  the  same  when  we  pass  to  another  section 
of  Germany's  thought  and  action' — her  Professors.  A  number  of  these 
learned  gentlemen  signed  a  Manifesto  in  which  the  following  sentences 
occur:  "It  is  not  true  that  we  are  waging  war  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations.  Our  soldiers  are  guilty  neither  of  indiscipline  nor  of 
cruelty.  .  .  -  Believe  us  !  Believe  that  in  this  struggle  we  will  go 
to  the  and  as  a  civilised  people,  as  a  people  to  whom  the  inheritance  of 
■>  '4Kk-\  a  Beethoven,  and  a  Kant  is  as  sacred  as  its  own  land  and  its 
■^-/i.l^^We  answer  for  it  on  our  names  and  our  honour."  Now 
the  o-entlemen  who  signed  this  and  other  statements  have  been 
accustomed  all  their  lives  to  weigh  their  words,  to  consider  the  value  of 
evidence,  to  keep  in  touch  with  all  facts  bearing  on  the  conclusions 
which  they  publish.  We  leave  it  to  the  readers  of  our  Special 
Supplement  to-day  to  say  whether  the  professors  are  telling  the  truth, 
and  to  assess  at  its  right  value  their  appeal  to  their  honour  and  their 
names.  Two  of  them,  Professor  von  Harnack,  the  Roya^iibrarian,  and 
Professor  Lamprecht,  the  historian,  had  already  signed  tlG  <  xtraordinary 
Truth  about  iiermpny"  Among  ..heir  colleagues  n  the  equally 
aniiesto  arc  Dr  von  Bode,  Prolessors  Breruano  (Political 
iiiiivivi,  von  Defregger,  Eucken,  and  Wundf  (Jjjsophy),  Spahn 
(History),  Haeckel  (Zoology),  Labau  (Law),  Nernsr.  and  Roentgen 
(Physics),  von  Weingartner,  and  Ostwald  (Chemistry).  The  answer  to 
nheir  protestations  is  not  words  but  facts  ;  it  is  to  be  lound  in  the  official 
documents  of  various  Governments  published  in  the  Field  to-day  ; 
in  the  letters  of  German  soldiers  ;  in  the  ruins  of  Belgian  and  French 
villages  and  towns.  No  appeals  to  honour,  no  flourish  of  great  names, 
can  alter  these.  It  is  not  sufficient  refutation  to  say  that  "since  the 
world  knows  our  system  of  Professorial  education,  the  world  must  admit 
that  our  pupils  could  never  commit  such  crimes."  Unfortunately  the 
world  realised  as  little  of  what  that  instruction  was  producing  as  it  did 
of  the  real  aims  and  ambitions  of  the  Kaiser. 


"  Education." 

'  kultur"  has  lost  its  uniqu 


The   Real  Meaning  of 

We  know  now  not  only  that  German 
claim  to  guide  the  whole  world  to  higher  things,  but  also  that  its  effects 
upon  the  mass  of  the  German  people  alone  have  been  disastrous  in  the 
highest  degree.  We  are  beginning,  too,  to  realise  why.  The  Professors 
have,  in  the  last  twenty  years,  been  largely  appointed  by  the  direct 
influence  of  the  Great  General  Staff;  and,  like  the  Diplomatic  Corps 
and  Secret  Service,  they  have  suffered  according^.  Just  as  German 
Diplomatists  led  their  country  into  one  of  the  worst  muddles  ever  seen, 
and  just  as  they  continue  to  guide  its  destinies  with  persistent  and 
malignant  folly,  so  German  Prolessors  have  educated  the  nation's  youth 
to  obey  slavishly  the  dictates  of  the  State,  to  carry  out  orders  repugnant 
to  every  principle  of  honour  and  humanity,  and  either  to  sacrifice  their 
lives  on  the  battlefield  for  their  mistaken  tenets,  or  to  condone, 
encourage,  instigate  at  home  the  continuous  perpetration  of  the 
atrocious  policy  of  the  dominant  Militarism.  It  is  these  Professors  who 
have  attributed  degrading  motives  to  their  enemy  only  in  order  to 
conceive  yet  more  disgraceful  plans  themselves.  As  has  been 
emphasised  by  Mr  Will  Dyson,  some  of  whose  splendid  drawings  we 
reproduce  to-day,  they  have  revived  the  brutal  cruelty  of  the  Stone  Age, 
and  added  to  it  the  deadly  precision  of  their  modern  science.  Germany's 
whining  protestations  of  innocence  to-day  are  as  futile  as  her  pretence 
of  "culture"  in  the  past.    She  is  ruined  spiritually  and  materially. 

"  Her  star  has  foundered  in  eclipse, 
The  shriek  of  madness  on  her  lips, 
Shreds  of  her,  and  no  more,  we  see." 

It  has  been  noted  that  the  Gennan  Professors  hotly  deny  both  what  is 
published  in  the  War  Book  issued  by  their  own  General  Staff  and  what 
is  revealed  in  the  evidence  printed  in  these  pages  to-day.  But  that 
evidence,  as  will  be  seen  by  every  careful  reader,  does  not  come  from  one 
source  alone.  The  same  fact  occurs  in  our  Supplement  from  several 
different  sources,  and  one  of  these  is  the  letters  of  German  soldiers 
themselves.  Another  indication  of  the  national  approbation  of  crime  is 
to  be  found  in  the  almost  incredible  fact  (revealed  in  one  of  Dr  Tacquin's 
photographs)  that  German  civilians  have  visited  Belgium  to  gleat  over 
the  ruins  which  their  soldiers  have  made,  to  terrorise  the  inhabitants 
with  revolvers,  and — worse  than  all — to  act  as  agents  provocateurs  when- 
ever it  is  necessary  to  provide  excuses  for  further  military  "  frightfulness." 


We  have  seen,  too,  that  the  only  restraint  on  "  frightfulness  "  suggested 
by  the  War  Book  of  the  General  Staff  is  the  fear  of  reprisals.  It  is  clear 
that  this  restraint  was  wholly  absent  at  Louvain,  Andenne,  Dinant, 
Termonde,  and  the  rest.  It  is  equally  clear  (hat  it  has  been  present 
lately.  And  we  are  frankly  unable  to  surmise  what  may  happen  to 
Germany  when  she  is  invaded  by  those  Belgians  and  Frenchmen  whose 
women  and  children  have  been  treated  with  systematic  and  bestial 
ferocity-  But  with  such  questions  the  British  Army  can  have  no  concern. 
Our  task  is  to  see  that  the  war  is  fought  out  with  all  our  might  and  that 
justice  is  done  when  it  is  ove  r.  We  must  be  prepared  for  clamorous 
outcry  from  the  Germans  as  soon  as  they  see  their  punishment  in  sight  ; 
and  in  preparing  for  this  we  must  remember  their  invariable  habit  of 
making  a  law  unto  themselves  which  none  may  break,  while  they  cheer- 
fully destroy  every  law  made  by  other  people. 

Proclamation  of  Blockade. 

The  recent  German  proclamation  of  blockade  deserves  more 
attention  than  its  military  worthlessness  might  suggest;  and  the  answer 
issued  by  our  own  Government  puts  the  point  at  issue  very  clearly:  "As 
we  have  in  practice  not  objected  to  foreign  merchant  vessels  using  the 
British  merchant  flag  as  a  ruse  for  the  purpose  of  evading  capture  at  sea 
at  the  hands  of  a  belligerent  so  we  should  maintain  that  in  the  converse 
case  a  British  merchant  vessel  committed  no  breach  of  international  law 
in  assuming  neutral  colours  for  a  similar  purpose  if  she  thought  fit  to  do 
so.  By  the  rules  of  international  law,  the  customs  of  war,  and  the 
dictates  of  humanity,  it  is  obligatory  upon  a  belligerent  to  ascertain  the 
character  of  a  merchant  vessel  and  of  her  cargo  before  capture. 
Germany  has  no  right  to  disregard  this  obligation.  To  destroy  ship, 
non-combatant  crew  and  cargo,  as  Germany  has  announced  her  intention 
of  doing,  is  nothing  less  than  an  act  of  piracy  on  the  high  seas."  We 
welcome  that  plain  speaking  from  high  quarters,  and  we  hope  that  a 
pirate's  fate  will  rigidly  be  dealt  out  to  all  who  fly  the  Skull  and  Cross- 
bones.  Germany,  it  will  be  observed,  claims  it  as  her  right  to  do,  in 
this  case,  what  she  considers  to  be  illegal  when  it  is  done  by  other 
nations.  In  other  instances  of  deliberate  atrocity  in  this  war,  she  has 
taken  just  the  same  line.  When  a  shot  has  been  fired  by  an  agent 
provocateur  in  a  defenceless  Belgian  village,  she  has  protested  that  an 
attack  on  her  troops  by  one  civilian  necessitated  the  murder  of  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  in  it,  and  the  burning  and  pillage  of  its  houses. 
She  has  dropped  bombs  on  harmless  country  towns.  She  has  bombarded 
bathing  resorts  and  killed  women  and  children  indiscriminately.  But 
she  screams  with  anger  because,  in  her  war  against  the  Mistress  of  the 
Seas,  she  is  beginning  to  find  herself  short  of  imported  produce  for  the 
food  of  her  population.  It  was  in  just  the  same  way  that  she  traded  on 
our  respect  for  the  Red  Cross  in  order  to  use  her  own  Ambulances  as 
Ambuscades.  It  is  the  same  spirit  that  attempted  to  torpedo  a 
Hospital  Shir  in  mid-Channel.  For  this  spirit  we  must  be  prepared. 
We  can  \mjC.  no  parley  with  [it,  or  with  the  nation  that  applauds  it. 
They  have  -y\  Aieen  smitter  with  a  mal-gnant  frenzv ;  but  unfc 
wt  can  lot  aeafl  With  seventy  millions  as  ive  should  dealj 
Ar;d  we  must 'realise  [that  there  is  a  stern  tasT" 
vanquishing  the  milita  xy  resources  of  Germany  but  in  changn^ 
mental  attitude  of  the  '  German  nation  as  well. 

The  Final  Effort  to  Deceive. 

Something  has  been  done  already  in  this  direction,  if  we  are  not 
much  mistaken.  The  German  people  believed  last  August  that  they 
were  the  chosen  race  of  the  future,  that  we  were  effeminate  and  effete, 
that  the  British  Empire  would  fall  to  pieces  like  a  pack  of  cards  at  the 
first  touch  of  war,  that  they  would  inherit  our  colonies  and  control  cur 
commerce,  and  that  our  fleet  would  give  as  little  trouble  as  our 
"contemptible  little  army."  In  spite  of  every  effort  to  keep  them 
ignorant  of  the  facts,  they  are  now  asking  what  their  own  High 
Fleet  is  doing  and  where  the  Trident  really  is.  So  a  desperate  and 
probably  final  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Kaiser  and  his  minions  to 
deceive  them  yet  again,  for  it  is  thus  we  interpret  his  last  preposterous 
message  to  the  world.  The  nation  which  employed  captured  British 
trawlers,  flying  the  British  flag,  to  lay  mines  in  the  North  Sea;  whichcoaled 
its  raiders  in  the  Atlantic  from  German  ships  flying  the  American  flag; 
which  sent  the  Emden  into  a  port  on  the  Indian  Ocean  flying  the 
Japanese  flag;  which,  in  spite  of  a  ruthless  disregard  of  all  the  laws  and 
usages  of  war  by  land  or  sea,  has  been  unable  to  sink  a  single  one  of  the 
thousand  transports  carrying  troops  from  England  to  France— this  is  the 
nation  which  makes  false  protestations  about  our  use  of  neutral  flags 
and  proclaims  a  paper  blockade  on  all  our  coasts  without  the  slightest 
regard  to  the  interests  of  other  countries.  If  this  is  not  riding  for  a  fall, 
then  it  is  the  clearest  confession  of  weakness  we  have  had  yet ;  and  with 
the  inevitable  disclosure  of  its  futility  will  be  completed  at  least  half  of 
that  hard  lesson  it  is  our  task  to  teach  the  German  nation. 

The  Triple  Pact  of  the  Allies. 

Compare  this  bombastic  piece  of  foolery  with  the  contemporary 
announcement  of  the  three  great  Allied  nations  now  in  arms  against 
the  German  Empire.  Those  nations,  near  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
executed  in  London  a  tripartite  agreement  that  neither  of  them  would 
make  peace  without  the  consent  of  all  the  rest.  Six  months  after 
war  began  they  have  made  another  triple  pact  of  even  greater 
significance.  They  have  each  thrown  their  whole  financial  resources 
into  a  common  pool,  and  ^madt  arrangements  to  carry  out 
their  expenditures  and  loans  in  common.  A  mightier  weapon 
of  war  was  never  forged  in  the  whole  history  of  the  world. 
Germany  was  ready,  both  from  the  military  and  financial  point 
of  view,  when  she  began  the  war  on  which  she  had  determined.  Her 
enemies  were  not.  What  we  can  do  now  that  our  fleets  and  armies  are 
approaching  completion  Germany  will  soon  discover.  What  we  have 
done,  owing  to  that  very  financial  unpreparedness  on  which  the  Kaiser's 
councillors  so  cunningly  calculated,  she  knows  to-day.  Even  her 
"  methods  of  frightfulness  "  have  contributed  to  the  same  result;  for  no 
nation  is  going  to  count  the  cost  of  freedom  from  such  a  fate  as  that  of 
Poland  or  of  Belgium,  inflicted  by  those  Powers  of  Evil  into  which  the 
Kaiser  has  transmuted  the  beneficent  possibilities  of  the  German  Empire. 
"  Greatness  is  no  defence  from  utter  destruction  when  a  man  insolently 
spurns  the  mighty  altar  of  justice." 


